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Original Sin or Original Blessing? 
John 1: 29-42 

2nd after Epiphany; January 19, 2020 
 
Text 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.' 31 I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel." 32 And John testified, "I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but 
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34 And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God." 35 The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" 
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw 
them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" (which 
translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39 He said to them, "Come and see." They 
came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 
o'clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, "We have 
found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at 
him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas" (which is translated 
Peter). 
 
Reflection 
Last Sunday during our Lunar New Year celebration, a proud grandmother Mary introduced her 
grandson to me. She moved among the tables showing Charles to all her friends. I enjoyed 
talking with Mary and holding Charles’ hands; we exchanged high fives. Charles is one year old 
and he is a happy boy. Sometimes he made noises as if he was telling us, “I am here.” I was 
reminded that our faith community is made lively with the presence of children. It is a joy to hear 
the sounds of children during the services.  

When you hold a baby what do you think? The most awesome moment in my whole life was to 
hold our newborn baby for the first time in the delivery room. When I held her, I cried! I cried, 
not because I thought of her as a sinner but because she is a gift of God, God’s blessing. God’s 
blessing becomes real to us when we embrace God’s wonderful creation. Thus, I cried with joy, 
happiness and thanksgiving. I know this experience is not particular to me; it is a common 
experience for which we are filled with gratitude.  

But many of us were taught we were born into sin. I do not believe in the doctrine of “original 
sin.” I do not believe we are born into sin. I do believe we enter a broken and torn and sinful 
world. I believe we burst into the world as an “original blessing.” Thus I know how proud the 
grandmother, Mary, is of her grandson, Charles. We are all blessed by God. We are born with 
God’s original blessing, not with original sin. When we hold a baby, we can’t say, “You are a 
sinner because you are one of Adam’s descendants too.”  
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What, then, is sin? The nuances of the meaning of the word sin vary according to whether it is 
used in the singular or plural. When we think about sin and confess our sin, we commonly 
associate our sin with disobedience, the disobeying of God’s laws, breaking the rules and being 
bad. This meaning of sin is the reflection of our awareness of internal and external acts of 
wrongdoing. In this case we speak of sin in the plural “sins” because these are related to specific 
behaviours.  

In the history of Christian thought, sin has also been thought of in more “root ways.” Instead of 
personal wrongdoing, we speak of the state or condition that produces the specific behaviours 
that we commonly call sins. The root of meaning of sin is said to invite us to commit sins. So a 
broken, torn and sinful world is at the root of meaning of sin. The meaning of sin is expressed in 
the singular rather than the plural. 

Traditionally Christians are concerned about their own behavioural sins rather than sinful context 
– a broken and torn and sinful world. Our Western Christian culture has mostly stressed personal 
behavioural sins rather than the broken context of the world. But two well-known theologians of 
a few decades ago, Reinhold Niebuhr and Paul Tillich emphasized contextual sin as more serious 
than personal sins. Tillich said the root meaning of sin is “separation,” “to be put asunder.” This 
separation has been practised in Western Christianity as “dualism.” Dualism is about subjective 
and objective relationships, the “I” and “other” in our relationships, for example, war or burglary 
and theft are actions of treating another as an object outside oneself. This objective treatment is 
behind all sin. Interestingly, today’s gospel speaks of this quite clearly.  

Today’s scripture is about John the Baptist’s introduction of Jesus to the people after Jesus’ 
baptism and his calling of the disciples. When John introduces Jesus to the potential disciples, 
John says, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” According to John, 
Jesus’ ministry is to “take away the sin of the world.” In this scripture John uses the singular 
“sin” not the plural “sins.”  

There is a difference between the meaning of the singular “sin” and the plural “sins.” As we 
know the singular ‘sin’ refers to a sinful condition, while the plural ‘sins’ refers to sinful acts, 
wrong doings.1 Thus John’s anticipation and hope for Jesus’ ministry is the redemption of our 
social sinful conditions rather than our personal sinful acts. Jesus is more concerned about 
healing sinful conditions and social structures rather than personal sinful acts.  

Why? In the sinful social, cultural and political conditions in which we live today, others are 
often considered as just things, not as human beings: others are just objects to be conquered. 
Thus the mission of Jesus is to heal the sinful conditions which separate us from others, from 
God and from nature. Thus, everything is connected, not separated. Everyone is connected in 
God’s loving circle. John sees this as the most urgent task for the mission of Jesus. Jesus is about 
to enter into ministry with the disciples to live into that mission.  

After John the Baptizer’s powerful testimony: “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world!” two of John’s disciples respond to Jesus’ invitation to “come and see.” They 
follow Jesus and stay with him. Andrew, one of these disciples, identifies Jesus as the Messiah. 

 
1 Raymond Brown, The Gospel According to John 1-XII (The Anchor Bible, 1966), 56. 
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Andrew invites his brother Simon also to “come and see” God’s anointed one. Both Simon and 
Andrew leave their fishing behind, changing direction to follow Jesus.  

In last week’s gospel reading, we read how, when Jesus was baptized, he heard the words, “the 
beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” “The beloved” is the blessing of God. God blesses all 
God’s people regardless of who they are. Jesus is about to live out God’s ministry. Today we are 
invited to this ministry of blessing everybody, of changing the conditions of a broken, torn and 
sinful world and of connecting everyone into God’s loving circle.  

Jesus invites us along with Simon and Peter to participate in the ministry of blessing all of God’s 
people in community and to answer that invitation to connect with others beyond our differences. 
As we embark on this new year, let us refresh our call to ministry and remember that Jesus’ 
ministry is about blessing each other to build God’s kin-don in our midst. Thanks be to God who 
calls us and blesses our ministry here at West Point Grey United. Amen.  

---  
Hyuk Cho (The Rev. Dr.)  
Coordinating Minister  
West Point Grey United Church, Vancouver   
  

 

 
 


