
 1 

Building Our Home Together 
Part 2: Be My Guest! 

Luke 19:1-10 
   Season of Commitment 2; November 3, 2019 

 
Text 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 
crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore 
tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 
today." 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble 
and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said 
to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much." 9 Then Jesus said to him, "Today 
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man 
came to seek out and to save the lost." 
 
Reflection 
Our season of commitment or stewardship campaign this year started with our annual Turkey 
Pot-luck supper on Sunday evening. It was a night to enjoy each other’s presence and the 
abundant food. I don’t know about you but I loved not only the turkey but also the many 
varieties of food. I tried to taste a little of everything, especially the Eastasian food. When I 
arrived at the main course – the Turkey table – my plate was already overflowing, not much 
space to add turkey, stuffing and mashed potato, but I could’t miss the turkey. Soon I was 
beyond being satisfied. I trust we all enjoyed our time together. 

When we invite people or approve a suggestion, we often say, “Be my guest.” At our annual 
Turkey Pot-luck Supper, I think we all experienced being honoured guests. We were invited to 
the table, enjoyed the food and appreciated the time spent together. This surely is an image of the 
kin-dom of God. On that night we crossed many boundaries; boundaries of culture, language, 
customs, age, gender and social status. We were all affirmed as who we are – all God’s honoured 
guests.  

In the recorded history of Jesus’ ministry in our scriptures, he often eats and drinks with people 
considered sinners of his time – tax collectors and persons living with leprosy. So he was aften 
asked: “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” (Luke 5:30). For Jesus, 
eating and drinking with people normally excluded from society was a demonstration of God’s 
ministry and mission and of realizing the kin-dom of God.   

In today’s Gospel reading, the compiler of Luke/Acts reports a story about an encounter between 
a man called Zacchaeus and Jesus. Zacchaeus is described by two labels – as a chief tax 
collector, more accurately, a “toll” collector and as rich. On both counts he would have been 
stereotyped by the general population as dishonest. In Jesus’ time, tax collectors were branded as 
collaborators with the occupying Roman Empire. Jews considered them traitors who worked for 
the enemy.  
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Someone like me who has experienced what it is like to live in a country with a history of 
invasion by an imperial and colonial power, may find it easy to understand what is happening in 
the story in the Bible. There are always those who resist the colonial power but, on the other 
hand, there are usually people who collaborate with the colonial power to gain personal benefits 
and power. I wonder why Zacchaeus, a Jew, became a tax collector, working for the oppressor, 
the Roman Empire, in a position hated and considered disgraceful by his own people?   

Tax collectors at that time generally had a reputation for pocketing a sizeable amount of what 
they collected. It was one of the perks of the job – to add on a hefty surtax for yourself. Further 
more, Zacchaeus lives in Jericho, a big city where Herod had a grand palace, and a major centre 
for taxation; He would have been able to collect lots of extra money. 

I think Zacchaeus’s problem of trying to see Jesus amongst the crowd was not only that he was 
short, but also that he felt blocked by the hatred and rejection of the people. So Jesus inviting 
himself to Zaccheus’ house for lunch that day was pretty hard for the townspeople to accept. 
Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home and acted the proud host to the great feast prepared by, 
of course, Mrs. Zacchaeus and their servants. In turn, Jesus became an honoured guest of 
Zacchaeus.  

After lunch, according to the Bible version we heard, the NRSV (New Revised Standard 
Version), Zacchaeus stood with dignity and announced, “I will give half of my possessions to the 
poor and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” We have 
been accustomed to hearing Zacchaeus’ story this way, so that I, and perhaps you too, have been 
presented with the interpretation that, upon making this statement after meeting with Jesus, 
Zacchaeus is going to be a different person; he is trying to say goodbye to what he used to be.  

However, a very interesting study shows that the verbs in Zacchaeus’ declaration are in the 
present tense, rather than in the future. That means Zacchaeus isn’t pledging, “Look, half of my 
possessions I will give to the poor. Rather, Zacchaeus is boasting, probably in response to the 
grumbling of the crowd, “Look, half of my possessions I give to the poor...[and] I pay back four 
times” -- as in right now, already, as a matter of practice. Zaccheus said he had never cheated 
folks, but if he had, he was repaying them four fold, 400%. And Jesus believed him. Jesus said 
salvation had come to his house.  

In a Christian context, stewardship is about remenbering who we are and doing what God loves 
on our faith journey. As we grow older, that particicular knowledge may be forgotten amidst 
resentment and disappointment. But within our tradition, the first and final affirmation of faith is 
about the “giftedness” of life. Our creeds and scriptures begin with the declaration that God is 
our Creator. Therefore, all we have is a gift of God. We don’t come into this world with 
anything. Our material resources, our family and friends, our accomplishments … they are gifts, 
gifts from our Creator. It is, then, our responsibility as stewards who seek to grow in generosity 
in our faith community, to give those gifts back to the Creator and care for what God cares about.  

Stewardship is not only about money, it is about sharing what we have received from God and 
are giving back to God’s community. Thus it includes our time and talents and our various 
efforts and activities in the faith community and beyond. Jesus praises Zaccheus who is already 
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practising giving away portions of what he has received. Zaccheus would not have been seen as a 
generous person before meeting with Jesus. However, in the story, Jesus honours him by not 
arguing with his claim about his righteous behaviour, but instead by affirming it, declaring that 
no matter what the crowds may think, Zacchaeus is indeed a child of Abraham, one of the 
covenantal people, a beloved child of God. Like it or not, Jesus seems to say, contrary to all 
expectations, that this chief tax collector is one of God’s own.    

The story of Zacchaeus challenges us to reflect on our own assumptions, judgment, biases and 
wrong beliefs. Like the crowd who couldn’t recognize the generous practice of Zacchaeus but 
rejected him as a bad person, if we are not open to seek truth in all of us, we too could miss 
precious opportunities to develop a good relationship with others in our community.  

Nowadays, faith communities may be the only public institutions where all generations gather 
together. Regardless of who we are, we come together to learn of God’s wisdom, care for each 
other and practise God’s mission. With your generous support, we hope to continue to build 
God’s kin-dom in our midst here at West Point Grey United.  

It is not a mistake for Christians to place a communion table at the centre of our worship space. 
The Communion table is a dinning table. We Christians put a dinning table at the centre of this 
sacred place to eat and drink together to remember who Jesus is, profess our faith in him and do 
his ministry together in this place. Today we are invited to the table of Jesus. Jesus says to us: 
“Be My Guest!” Thanks be to God for the invitation. Amen. 

--- 
Hyuk Cho  
Coordinating Minister  
West Point Grey United Church, Vancouver 
 


