
Anthem   “Time for Rejoicing” 

    Words: Susan Naus Dengler; Tune: Star of East; Arr. Lee Dengler 

Reflection 

Meditative Music:   "What Child is This?"  David Lasky  

♫Hymn after Reflection: VU23   “Joy Shall Come” 

Invitation to offering 

♫Offering Response: VU81 “As with Gladness Men of Old” verse 3 

Prayer of Dedication 

Life and work of the church, joys and concerns,  

Minute for Advent Box 

Prayers of the People, Lord’s Prayer Sung (VU959)  

♫Closing Hymn: VU59   “Joy to the World” 

Commissioning and Benediction 

♫Sung Response: MV33   “Jesus Came Bringing Us Joy” 

Postlude:  "He is Born, the Divine Christ Child"  M. Klassen 

                    "Joy to the World" - M. Klassen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Joy! 

 



 

Knox – A Sacred Space 

Advent III – Joy 

December 17, 2017, 10 a.m.   

 

♫Rise as you are able.  ♫+Please remain seated 

 

Prelude:   "Infant Holy" - David Lasky 

Welcome and Gathering 

 

♫+Introit:  VU5   “All Earth Is Waiting”   verse 4 

Call to Worship 
One: We gather to worship on a day that is just like any other day. 

All: A day in which some of us believe 

One: And some of us don’t. 

All: A day in which some of us have great faith in what God can do 

One: And some of us have very low expectations of anything changing. 

All: God be with us in our doubt!  

One: Turn us around to the wonder of this time. 

All: Fill us with laughter and joy; with belief and with great 

expectation. It is with joy that we will follow you and do our part to 

bring heaven on earth. Amen. 

 

♫Gathering Hymn:  VU44  “It Came upon a Midnight Clear”  

                                       VU45  “Joy Is Now in Every Place”     

 

(The Christ Candle is lit. 

The Bible and Food Bank offerings are brought forward.)    

Lighting the Blue Candle of Global Concerns  

 

 

 

Opening Prayer 

Holy and Loving God, we are grateful that you have called us 

together, drawing us from our own lives into this communal life. 

Open our hearts to the gifts present in community and in the world. 

We want to close our hearts when there is bad news, hurt feelings, 

unresolved anger, self-sabotage, busyness and fear. Open us to the 

call of Jesus to love one another as we are loved. Remind us that we 

have a role in the care of ourselves, each other and this world. 

Inspire us to be your hands in tending to your beautiful creation in 

and around us. Bless us as we make room for each other and so, too, 

for you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

♫+Sung Response: MV220   “Joy Shines as the Solitary Star” 

Time for All Ages  

Advent Candle Lighting  

              ♫+Hymn response: VU7   “Hope is a Star”    verse 3 

Anticipating a Word from Scripture: 

      Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11   (p. 603   pew Bible) 

      One: This is the witness of the early church 

      All: Thanks be to God. 

      1 Thessalonians 5:16-24   (p. 961  pew Bible) 

      One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church 

      All: We listen for God’s word. 

 


