
 

January, 2016 1 

LUTHERAN  

CHURCH OF THE CROSS 

A word about blessing 

Here are two brief reports from Sunday worship: 

People attending during Advent were given the opportunity 
to bless one another for their ministry in the world. Brian 
Anderson happened to be sitting with his 3-year-old 
granddaughter, Erica. After he blessed her, they sat still in 
the sanctuary. After they had been sitting for a little while, 
Erica said to him, “Grandpa, I want to bless someone.” 

During the close of a service, the children were invited 
forward for a blessing before the start of 
BLAST. Upon hearing the call to come 
forward, Elliott, age 3, turned to his 
younger sister and said, “Come, Rebekka, 
we get to be blessed!” 

We might not express our desires exactly 
like that, but we too want to be blessed 
and we want to bless someone. We human 
beings yearn to know ourselves restored 
and favored by God and we yearn to make 
a difference in the world. But how do we experience that? 

We can take our cues from Jesus, whose whole life is one of 
blessing. The heavens open at his baptism and the blessing 
of God descends upon him, enabling him to bless others. He 
then lays his hands upon people curing their illnesses, walks 
beside them in their loneliness, eats at their tables, defends 
them against accusation, and teaches in their synagogues. 
While many of the things Jesus does in the course of 
blessing people are miraculous, many more are not. He 
simply blesses people and God’s glory is experienced. 

This is our baptismal inheritance. We are blessed and called 
to bless others. 

The season of Epiphany, the season in which the glory of 
God is revealed in Jesus, is upon us. This is the season 
where we see God’s blessings and glory clearly and we see 
them for what they are: free gifts of grace and power for all  

 

 

 
people. We also see that Jesus’ inheritance is ours. We are 
able to be blessed and to bless others, just as Jesus did. 

Here are some powerful empowering Epiphany activities 
you might consider: 

 Bless the children around you. If you have nighttime 
rituals with small children, include giving your blessing 
as part of those rituals. (I used to say goodnight to my 
children and add, “You have my blessing.”) 

 Remind people directly that they are 
blessed by God. You can do this in 
everyday conversation, particularly when 
people are sharing their challenges with 
you. Think of it as opening a door for God, 
letting God in on the circumstance. You 
might say, “Do you know you are blessed 
by God?” And then, “What might God 
want to say about this?” 

 Hear compliments and gratitude as a blessing bestowed 
upon you by God. Really express your appreciation for 
them expressing theirs. Receive compliments 
graciously. 

 Ask other people to bless you, or remind you that you 
are blessed by God. 

These are ways you might begin to realize God’s powerful 
blessings all around you. What other things might you do? 

May the peace and power of God’s blessing be realized in 
you,   
  
Pastor Laura 

 

JANUARY, 2016 
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 Lutheran Church of the Cross 

10620 Elbow Drive SW  Calgary, AB 
www.churchofthecross.ca 

churchofthecross@shaw.ca 
Pastors Laura & Phil Holck 

403-255-4792 

Mission 
Gathered by God to worship and grow. 

Empowered by Spirit to love and care for each other 
Living Christ’s love by witnessing to all. 

 

Vision 
To be a vibrant and growing congregation unified in sharing the 

love of Christ through words and actions. 
 

  

A glance at January Ministry Happenings…. 

Jan. 6 - Council Mtg.—7 pm 

Jan. 9 - Knitting for Peace—10:30 am 

Jan. 10 - Interfaith Study—following worship 

Jan. 16 - “Finding God in the Dark” retreat—9 
am—4 pm 

Jan. 24 - Interfaith Study—following worship 

Jan. 25 - Social Ministry Mtg.—7 pm 

Jan. 25—28—Pastors Study Conference in Canmore 

Jan. 31 - BLAST SHOWCASE - following worship 

 

*****All events are at Lutheran Church of the Cross, unless otherwise stated. 
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Youth Band—Monday afternoons 
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Our Advent Journey 

With the words of the 

prophets— 

Jeremiah, Malachi,  

Zephaniah and Micah 

—as our guides, our Advent 

worship was a time of self-

examination, prayer, cleansing, 

healing and preparation for the 

coming of God’s light anew 

into the world! 
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Christians and other religions 
The Rev. Dr. Kayko Driedger Hesslein begins a 5-part study on world religions at Church of 
the Cross beginning January 10.  

The course will be held every other Sunday following 
worship beginning January 10 and will include a light 
lunch. We will also offer a variety of short immersion ex-
periences in conjunction with this course. Here’s our 
schedule: 

Sunday, January 10, noon: Introduction to Christians and Other Religions 

Sunday, January 24, noon: Islam 

Thursday, January 28— Sunset prayer at the Mosque.  Be at the mosque by 5 pm.  
Moslem Association of Calgary (SW Mosque) - 5615—14 Ave. SW. 

Tuesday, February 2, 6 pm: Turkish dinner and screening of Love Is a Verb. This 
film is about the life and work of Muhammed Fethullah Gülen and the Gülen move-
ment.  Hosted by the Intercultural Dialog Institute—2937—19 Street NE.  - RSVP by 
Wednesday, January 27 to the church office.  

Sunday, February 7, noon: Buddhism 

TBA: Buddhism Immersion experience 

Sunday, February 21, noon: Judaism 

TBA: Judaism Immersion experience 

Sunday, March 6, noon: Indigenous Spiritualties 

TBA: Indigenous Spiritualties Immersion experience 

Please RSVP to the church office to reserve your space.  

 
The Rev. Dr. Kayko Driedger Hesslein is the interim pastor at St. John Lutheran, Calgary. She has a PhD in Systematic 
Theology, and has taught courses at several Lutheran and Episcopalian seminaries. Prior to that, she served an inner-
suburban congregation in Toronto. She is married to Josh, who is Jewish, and their two children are active members at 
Temple B'nai Tikvah and Lutheran Church of the Cross. 

Religion in Calgary 

Christian 54.9% 

No religion 32.3% 

Islam 5.2% 

Sikh 2.6% 

Buddhist 2.1% 

Hindu 1.6% 

Jewish 0.6% 

Other 0.7% 

Statistics provided by the 2011 

National Household Survey,  

Statistics Canada 
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Prayer & Care 

Jan. 12—10:30 
am 

(potluck meal) 

Jan. 26—5:30 
pm 

 

CAUSE OF THE MONTH 
QUILTING 

In spring of 2015, the quilting group assembled 75 quilts for 
shipment to C.L.W.R. in Winnipeg.  We are again making quilts 
and are in need of cotton or flannelette fabric.  We also use 
sheets and duvets in good used condition; these can be left in 
the quilting room cupboard.  Thank you for your donations. 

NEW:  Shrove Tuesday PANCAKE SUPPER -  February 9th, 
2016  -  mark your calendar. 

Next Meeting:  Monday, January 25th at 7:00 pm 

“Knitting for Peace” will meet the 1st Saturday of each 

month from 10:30 to noon.  (in January we will meet on 

January 9th) Please check each month as to where we are 

meeting.  All levels of knitting skills welcome.  Please bring 

your needles, any project you might have on the go and 

ideas for what you would like to knit this year. Wool is 

available at the church.  Last year the group made mittens, scarves, hats and blanket 

squares for local charities.  Come and enjoy a morning of fellowship while knitting for 

those less fortunate in our city.” 
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Coming in January 

Bible Story: The Lost Son 

 

January BLAST Showcase 

Sunday, January 31st  

 

BLAST is our Sunday 

morning learning 

experience following 

worship where children, 

youth and adults get to 

experience a Bible story 

through art, drama, 

food, building & play. 

January 3 

The Wise 

Men 

January 10-31 

The Lost Son 
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Finding God in the Dark 
Saturday, January 16th 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

After the Nativity : How do we follow Christ?  
 

This day of prayer, silence, sharing together uses: a) contemporary film, b) Word of God in scripture and c) a 
theme of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola – and how they intersect, complement and go with 

each other in helping us to get in touch with our own story and journey of faith and our relationship with 
God.  Come and explore the theme of God’s unconditional love and our response of love through these 
forms of human expressions in our search for God. 
 

Facilitator:  CASEA (Calgary Assoc. of Spiritual Exercises Apostolate) in collaboration with Fr. Charles Pottie-Pate, sj  

 
 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Saturday, January 30 at 10:00 a.m.   

Mary & Martha Bible Study  
We invite you to join our group for the following new study for 2016: 

 
CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 101 
This Bible Study is an exploration of the book of Philippians wherein Paul 
writes to encourage the Christian church in Philippi that he founded.  Even 
though he is imprisoned Paul does not seem discouraged but is positive about 
the result his suffering may have on the gospel’s continued extension in the 
world. 
 
January: 
Session 1 – Confidence in God’s Beginnings and Endings (Philippians 1:1-26)       
February:  
Session 2 – Servant Shaped Soldiers (Philippians 1:1-22-2:18) 
March: 
Session 3 – Being of One Mind (Philippians 2:19-4:3) 
April: 
Session 4 – Keeping on Keeping on  (Philippians 4:4-23) 
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Message from our Bishop  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ –  
 
Throughout 2016 I invite you to reflect with me on the 
theme of “Practicing Our Faith” as you gather for church 
council, adult study, youth group, coffee group, choir re-
hearsal and are engaged in learning, discernment and re-
flection together.  Dorothy Bass has edited an excellent re-
source published several years ago by Jossey-Bass, Practic-
ing Our Faith, which I will be using as a primary re-
source.  Together with Don Richter, Dorothy Bass has also 
edited a second book, Way to Live: Christian Practices for 
Teens, published by Upper Room Books, which is also an 
excellent resource. Each article will include a Scripture ref-
erence, thematic reflection, questions for consideration, 
and a prayer.    

Contribute to the needs of the saints; ex-
tend hospitality to the stranger.  Romans 

12:13  
 

En nombre del cielo, buenos moradores, 
dad a unos viajerosposada esta noche.  

(In the name of God, we ask those who 
dwell here, give to some travellers lodging 

this evening.)  
Traditional Song for Las Posadas  

 
Hospitality  

 
For many decades, this particular congrega-

tion and neighborhood has been a home 
and a welcome posada (shelter) for a diverse group of peo-
ple.  The various cultures which make up the neighborhood 

create a rich and vital community.  
 

On this December evening, children of every age process 
down the street, some with lighted candles in hand and 

others carrying on their shoulders statues of Mary and Jo-
seph.  Each Advent, the young and the old re-enact the sto-
ry of Joseph seeking lodging for his young wife, Mary, who 

is weary from travel and heavy with child.    
 

For nine nights in a row, children and adults assume the 
identity of the weary couple or of the innkeepers, pro-

cessing around the inside of the church or throughout the 
neighborhood, moving from one designated location to the 

next.  This is the cherished ritual of Las Posadas.  
 

At each site an ancient exchange is repeated.  Those playing 
the role of Joseph approach the inn, knock on the door, and 
say in a loud voice: En nombre del cielo, buenos moradores, 

dad a unos viajerosposada esta noche.  From inside a cho-
rus of voices responds: Aquí no es meson sigan adelante; yo 

no puedo abrir no sea algun tunante (This is not an inn; 
move on – I cannot open lest you be a scoundrel).  As Jo-

seph moves from one inn to the next, the innkeepers grow 
angry and even threaten violence, while the night grows 

colder and the couple’s weariness turns to exhaus-
tion.  Venimos rendidos desde Nazareth, yo soy carpintero 

de nombre José (We are tired travelling from Nazareth; I am 
a carpenter named Joseph), Joseph anxiously im-

plores.  Finally, he even reveals Mary’s true identity, beg-
ging for posada for just one night for la Reina del Cielo, the 

Queen of Heaven – to no avail.  
 

Finally, on the ninth day, the eve of Christmas, Joseph’s re-
quest moves the heart of an innkeeper, who offers the cou-

ple all that he has left – a stable – and this humble place 
becomes the birthplace of Jesus.    

 
In an outpouring of love and festivity, those 

gathered on the final night celebrate the gener-
osity of the innkeeper and the posada given to 
Mary and Joseph in song and dance, food and 

drink.  Candy and treats from the piñata shower 
the children, and the community recalls anew 
how the stranger at one’s door can be God in 

disguise.  
 

In January we move through the season of 
Christmas to Epiphany where we discover that 

Christ is the light of the world.  Although Las Po-
sadas is an engaging ritual in preparation for 

Christmas, the reality it addresses is a painful one year 
round: the reality of human need and exclusion.  The ritual 

affirms the goodness of taking people in, and those who 
once needed posada are reminded to offer it to others.  

 
We know only too well the reality of the need to give and to 
receive hospitality.  I am thankful that many individuals and 

communities within our Synod, and across Canada, are 
working to provide posada and a welcome to strangers – to 

those weary and exhausted.  
 

This is a lesson that is needed in all our communities for just as 
the human need for hospitality is a constant, so, it seems, is the 

human fear of the stranger.    
 

Continued on next page…... 
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Message from our Bishop ...continued 

 

Hospitality was a crucial practice among the early Chris-
tians.  One word in the New Testament incorporates a pro-
found truth: xenos, the Greek word that means “stranger”, 
also means “guest” and “host.”  This one word signals the 
essential mutuality that is at the heart of hospitality.  No 
one is strange except in relation to someone else; we make 
one another guests and hosts by how we treat one another.  
 
Las Posadas is more than a ritual.  It crystallizes the com-
munity’s experience of being nourished and challenged dai-
ly by a central Christian mystery – namely, that the stranger 
at our door can be both gift and challenge, human and di-
vine – every day of the year.  
 
Read and Reflect: Romans 12:9-13  

 
Discuss and Reflect:  
What in this reading leads you to say, “I wonder about…”, 
or, “I noticed…”  
Share a story in which you experienced being a stranger, 
describing the situation and emotions you experienced.  Did 
anyone receive you with hospitality?  If so, what concrete 
forms did the hospitality take?  
Comment on the following: One Greek word in the New 
Testament incorporates a profound truth: xenos, the word 
that means “stranger”, also means “guest” and “host.”  This 
one word signals the essential mutuality that is at the heart 
of hospitality.  No one is strange except in relation to some-
one else; we make one another guests and hosts by how we 
treat one another.  
 
Pray together: Gracious God, let your grace enfold us in 
confidence and peace, that we may welcome every stranger 
as guest and host. In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 15:13).  
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom,  
+Larry  
 
The Rev. Dr. Larry Kochendorfer, Bishop  
 

 

 

 

 

 
         

Due Date for  

Annual Reports:  

January 8th 

Thank you so much for the 

beautiful Christmas gifts, 

baking, wishes and cards.  It 

is truly and joy and a  

privilege to work along side all 

of you here at Church of the 

Cross. 

Dianne 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

1 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
SWCG—7 pm 
 

2 
 
 

 
 

3 
Adult S.S.—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST  - following wor-
ship 

4 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
Youth Band—4:30 p m 

5 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Faith Formation—7 pm 
Faith Journey—7 pm 

6 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Council Mtg.—7 pm 

7 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Quilting—9 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Kodaly—1:15—4:45 
Choir—7:15 pm 
.EA.—7 pm 

8 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Annual Reports due 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 

SWCG—7 pm 

9 
 
FACE—9 am—3 pm 
Knitting—10:30 am 

 

10 

Adult S.S.—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST  - following worship 
Interfaith study—following 
SWCG—1—3 pm 

11 

Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
Youth Band—4:30 p m 

12 

Morning Prayer—9 am 
Prayer & Care—10:30 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Faith Formation—7 pm— 
Faith Journey—7 pm 

13 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

14 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Quilting—9 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Kodaly—1:15—4:45 
Choir—7:15 pm 
.EA.—7 pm 

15 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

16 
FACE—9 am—3 pm 
“Finding God in the 
Dark” retreat—9 am—
4 pm 

17 
Adult S.S.—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST S—following worship 
SWCG—1—3  pm 

18 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Kodaly—9:15 am 
Staff Mtg.—10:15 am 
Youth Band—4:30 p m 
 

19 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Faith Formation—7 pm— 

Faith Journey—7 pm 
 

20 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Bible Study—9:30 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 
 

21 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Quilting—9 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Kodaly—1:15—4:45 
Choir—7:15 pm 
.EA.—7 pm 

22 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

 

23 
Men’s Breakfast—8 am 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 
 
 

24 
Adult S.S.—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST—following wor-
ship 
Interfaith study—following 
SWCG—1—3 pm 
 

25 
 

Kodaly—9:15 am 
Social Ministry Mtg.—7 
pm 

26 
 
Prayer & Care—5:30 pm 

 

27 
FACE—3—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

 
 

28 
Morning Prayer—9 am 
Quilting—9 am 
FACE—3—8 pm 
Kodaly—1:15—4:45 
Choir—7:15 pm 
.EA.—7 pm 

29 
OFFICE CLOSED 

FACE—9 am—8 pm 
SWCG—7 pm 

30 
FACE—9 am—8 pm 

M & M—10 am 

31 
Adult S.S.—9 am 
Worship—10 am 
BLAST  SHOWCASE 
SWCG—1—3 pm 
 
FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

 
    

 

January 2016 

Pastors at Study Conference in Canmore 

Communion Sundays—

January 3 & 17 

Cause of the Month 

Quilting 


