
Homily for May 17, 2020 – Heather Luccock 
 
Acts 17:22 – 31; Paul speaks at Athens;  John 14:15 – 21 God will send    
 another Counselor 
 
Good morning everyone. Thank you to Rev. Sharon for inviting me to reflect on the 
readings for today. Once again we are having our Sunday Service in our own homes 
watching it on our computer. Thanks to wonderful 21st c. technology and our talented 
priest and members of the congregation who know how to make the technology work we 
are able to enjoy our Sunday service and even the coffee hour via Zoom. It is practicing 
being together while apart. It is being forced to look at things from a different perspective. 
The natural environment apparently is enjoying the lighter human footprint. 
 
We are being told that the world is not going to go back to being the same as it was. That 
we are going to have to do things differently whatever that mean? If I were to give this 
homily a title it would be “Doing and seeing things differently.” 
 
In reflecting on the readings for today it seems to me that is what is happening here.  The 
friends of Jesus in these farewell discourses in the Gospel John are being prepared to do 
things differently. The path that is going to lead them forward is simply to love and be 
faithful to Jesus and keep his commandments. Jesus assures the disciples and he will ask 
the Father to give them another Advocate to be with them forever. He further assures them 
that those who love him will be loved by the Father. He says, “I will not leave you 
desolate; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me; but you will 
see. Because I live so also will you live.”  This message of love, hope and life is what will 
sustain them.  Following Jesus resurrection the disciples receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit in Jerusalem on the feast of Pentecost, and become courageous proclaimers of this 
teaching. 
 
However, I would like to focus on the reading from the Book of Acts where we find Paul at 
the Areopagus, in Athens.  Paul had been a zealous Pharisee and opponent of the new 
teachings. He was instrumental in the death of Stephen, the first martyr and was an enemy 
of the people of the Way. Of course we know of his incredible conversion experience and 
his acceptance by Jesus followers. But Paul’s ministry and message also challenged the 
other apostles with a new idea that the message is for everyone including the gentiles or 
non-Jews. 
 
All this is recorded in the Book of Acts. When I was in my late teens I was a member of the 
AYPA, which was a big organization in its day. It was great for me as I was able to meet 
many people outside my own neighbourhood of Horseshoe Bay. It was during this time I 
was introduced to J.B. Phillips book, The Young Church in Action which was a modern 
translation of the Book of Acts. Ever since Acts has been my favorite Book of the New 
Testament. 
I was very influenced by The Acts of the Apostles. So given that a Reading from Acts was 
part of this service it seemed reasonable to chose it as the main focus for my reflection this 
morning. Paul is not the easiest of the Apostles to particularly like. His writings can be 
difficult to understand and at times he seems to want to keep women in their place. 
Having said that, some of his closest friends were women who had places of importance in 
the Pauline communities. He is the apostle who put a whole new face to the message of 
Peter and the other apostles and challenged them to a whole new way of thinking. It is 
believed that the Book was written by St. Luke as he travelled with Paul. The Gospel of 



Luke and Acts are closely linked sometimes referred to as Luke-Acts. Today’s reading 
takes place during Paul’s second missionary journey which included Athens where he 
visited the local markets and noticed that the city was full of idols. So he engaged the 
people in discussion. Athens, under Roman rule had lost some of its stature but was still a 
symbol of Greece’s great past. The Athenians enjoyed listening to new ideas and so some 
Greeks took  him to a meeting at the Areopagus, the high court in Athens, to explain 
himself. The Areopagus literally meant the rock of Ares, the Greek god of war, was 
situated just outside the city and was a center of temples, cultural facilities, and a high 
court.	In	Paul’s	time	under	Roman	rule	it	had	lost	some	of	its	significance.	But	it	was	still	
important	to	the	Athenians	
So he engaged with both Jews and devout gentiles and there were those of Epicurean and 
Stoic persuasions among others.  Paul addressed the people by saying, “Athenians, I see 
how extremely religious you are in every way for as I went through the city I looked 
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription 
“To an unknown god”. 
Paul  used this opportunity to proclaim his message.  
 
“What you worship as unknown this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, nor is he served by human hands as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.” 
After a time Paul resumed his travels. He made three missionary journeys and in the book 
“The Bible for Dummies” he is facetiously referred to as The Traveling Salesman of Tarsus.  
Many of the places he travelled to are known to us through Paul’s Letters. From a purely 
practical point of view Christianity is it self a miracle in how it spread the way it did. The 
culture it sprang from was very diverse with people from all kinds of backgrounds and 
was awash in many religions with many gods and goddesses to choose from. I often think 
Paul’s world was not so different from ours. The Roman Empire was even fairly tolerant of 
the many religions as long as the worship of the Emperor was not seriously challenged.  
 
However the Christians proved to be a challenge to Roman Emperor worship, leading to 
decades even centuries of persecution. 
 
I wonder how many people today simply believe in the notion of an “unknown god” We 
hear of those who claim they are spiritual but not particularly religious, who no longer 
belong to a religious institution. Christianity is seen as just one of the major religions of the 
world and it is frowned upon to try and persuade people to one’s own brand of religious 
belief and practice. Christianity has been seen by many as being arrogant in believing that 
Jesus Christ is the only way. It has led to a long and somewhat checkered history. The 
challenge for us is to present the Jesus movement in a fresh new way. Can the Covid 19 
crisis be calling us to a new way of living in God’s world? Is working toward simplicity 
part of a new way of moving forward to a future that is sustainable. We now know that we 
can manage without many of the things that have made up our daily living even if we are 
grumbling about it! 
 
I think of the massive amount of development that has been going on everywhere but I 
think particularly of Metro Vancouver.  There has been a  move to high density living 
which makes the practicing of social distancing difficult for some people. But high density 
is the very way diseases and poverty develop. So many people came to North America 
from Britain and Europe to escape high density urban living. Now thousands live in 



crowded high rise condos at inflated prices. Many of the houses we build leave a large 
footprint on the environment.  
 
Are we are going to be able to continue as we are or practice a new way of living in a post 
Covid 19 world? We don’t know. Are we to reign in our need for stuff? A lot of older 
people are downsizing. The younger folk don’t want the kind of stuff we older folks have 
accumulated, but they also consume “stuff” – electronic stuff of phones, i-pads, games, 
sports equipment. Will they one day want to down size? How will the economy, which 
thrives on consumption, recover if people no longer consume as much? Very large 
existential questions. It has been said “It’s about the economy, Stupid!” a phrase coined by 
Democratic strategist James Carville during Bill Clinton’s presidential campaign. It is about 
the economy and the world is clambering to get back on its feet – but what methods are 
going to be used? Not only small businesses but major enterprises are in a state of turmoil 
with major layoffs of workers. Do we continue with what we have been doing, or do 
something else? 
 
I believe that not only society but the Church itself is being called to do things differently. 
Right now we are doing things differently  by doing our services on line. Some people 
have indicated they like having the service on line especially those who  have difficulty 
attending church. 
 
In the very early days the followers of Jesus were recognized as people who were living 
their lives differently. Can we live and be recognized as people who are living our lives 
differently in our response to others and our environment. I think in the past few weeks we 
have demonstrated that we can be more creative as to how to be church outside of our 
buildings in the way we are connecting with others. The world of commerce is also 
showing creativity as they seek ways of opening up the economy. So we have a role in this 
new world. I am reminded of the 1960’s hymn written by the late Fr. Peter Scholtes “They 
Will Know We are Christians by our Love”. And I interpret the words “And we pray that 
all unity will one day be restored” to mean the unity of all humankind with the creation. 
 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
And we pray that all unity will one day be restored 
And they'll know we are Christians by our love. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


