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Will We Be Found Faithful? 

 

I expect that we are all breathing a little easier as the BC numbers improve, particularly on the Island, 
and as the prospect of relaxed restrictions comes close.  The gift of time has also made me somewhat 
reflective.  The optimist in me has been encouraged by all of the evidence of goodness and community-
mindedness that we have seen, and hopes that we will come out the other side and make changes that 
will give us a kinder, calmer, safer society (to pick up on Bonnie Henry’s signature themes).  For example, 
I join with lots of you in hoping that we will make permanent improvements in long term care.  But as 
newspaper articles have reminded me how long various world tragedies have lasted in the past – the 
multiple waves of Spanish Flu, the Great Depression then World War II - and have I reflected on how 
challenging this has been on many levels including spiritually, I have found myself wondering how I 
would fare if this carries on, or if it eases then becomes a significant second wave.  In the same vein, I 
recently read, and would recommend, a blog by Annette Brownlee of Wycliffe College entitled “A 
Christian Response and Witness in the time of COVID-19”.  One of her points includes a summary of 
columnist David Brooks’ comments on his investigation of the 1918 flu pandemic.  

“At the beginning of the 1918 pandemic people stepped up: they volunteered, and sacrificed 
themselves for the greater good – just as the West is doing now through social distancing and 
self-imposed isolation.  But Brooks concluded that pandemics are not good for social trust.  In 
1918 as fear increased people stopped caring for others, they stopped volunteering and 
sacrificing for others.  The massive pandemic left no trace on the national culture.  Brooks 
concludes, “People were ashamed of how they behaved, because they looked after 
themselves.”” 

If this was to continue or repeat, I wonder what would happen to the good will, the physical distancing, 
the community-mindedness, the volunteer efforts, the charitable giving?  Would I keep it up?  Would we 
as believers?  Would many in the wider community?  I’ve just finished reading the book of Joel, where 
over 2500 years ago the prophet recognized the devastation of a locust plague and drought as a 
harbinger of the Day of the Lord.  What if the coronavirus is another harbinger of the Day of the Lord?  
In particular for this devotional, what if the Lord wants us to be prepared to face a similar kind of 
devastation or worse in the future?  I have to admit that I’ve struggled with continuing to pray with faith 
and hope and trust, and to be patient for 2 months.  What if it was 3 ½ years?  Would I be found 
faithful?  Would we be found faithful?  Jesus warns us that this is a real risk.  In Luke 18:7-8 He says: 

7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? 
Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 
 

What does it mean to be found faithful? 

I’m sure we all agree that it means that we continue to believe not only in Christ as our Saviour but also 
in the sovereignty and power of God.   As I’ve acknowledged, that is tough enough in times like these.  
But I’ve always been struck by the fact that scripture repeatedly says that God Himself is faithful.  So, it 
has to mean something more than believing in Himself and being true to His own character.  What else 
does it mean that God is faithful? 

Stephen Altrogge in https://theblazingcentre.com/2019/02/god-is-faithful.html suggests that God is 
faithful to do at least these five things: 

1) Fulfill His promises (2 Timothy 2:13) 



2 
 

2) Forgive our sins (1 John 1:9) 
3) Make us more like Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6) 
4) Work all things for our good (Romans 8:28) 
5) Meet all our needs (Philippians 4:19) 

So, that says to me that if we are faithful, then we persist in: 

• trusting His sovereignty,  

• being humbly contrite,  

• demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit - the fingerprints of God - in our lives,  

• hoping and  

• relying on Him. 

As I reflect on the last couple of months, I find it useful to consider whether I have grown in each of 
those five attributes – whether I am better equipped should there be similar challenges ahead.   

Fortunately, there is help.  Scripture provides a lot of instructions, assurances, challenges and 
encouragements on this specific topic, and I will not attempt to summarize them here. If we face this 
again, or something more devastating, I’m sure we would find ourselves praying more fervently and 
more powerfully than ever, and would be ever so grateful for those we knew who had us on their prayer 
lists.  Remember that faithfulness is one of the fruits of the Spirit, one of the characteristics of God that 
he is nurturing in us even now.   And hold onto the wonderful doxology from Jude 1:24-25. 

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. 

Song:  

While ultimately, we want Jesus to find us faithful, and while we would hope and pray that our 
faithfulness would have an immediate and broad reach in a time of crisis, I like the Steve Green piece 
“Find us Faithful”, which captures a part of the idea https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eERKnxzNzwg. 

Prayer:   

Our Lord, we thank you for the goodness that you have placed in the hearts and hands of many people 
during this challenging time.  We thank you that for many of us this has also been an unprecedented 
lesson in faith.  We ask forgiveness for the times that our prayers have wavered or become still and we 
have become discouraged.  Lord, we believe.  Help our unbelief. 

Father, thank-you that you are faithful.   

Father, thank-you that you are not only the focus of our faith, but our source of faithfulness.  Help us to 
trust your sovereignty, to be humbly contrite, to demonstrate the fruit of your Spirit in our lives, to have 
hope, and to rely on you. 
 
Thank-you that you are patient with us.  Teach us to wait quietly for the salvation of our God.   
 
Amen 

 

From Mark Chase 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eERKnxzNzwg

