Midweek Update #10 May 20, 2020
Good Midweek fine folks!  It seems we’re really in a spring pattern, sun, rain and intense growth and greenery everywhere you look.  How are the allergies? I noted that on Saturday we had a snowstorm of cottonwood fluff in our area! 
Change is in the air, as the billions of bees transfer pollen around.  Just an aside, ever notice as the bees go from flower to flower they become bigger and bigger as more and more pollen sticks to them? They must have evolved to feel as if all that added weight feels good to carry around! I wonder how much extra weight in terms of their body percentage they carry around.  If I had the capacity I’d make up a tee-shirt that I’d give you with a large bumble bee and “Be Somebody” as the moniker! I can hear the groans from here.
Well, I was saying change is in the air, this is the week we entered phase 2 of the “re-opening” whatever that means.  Some businesses are starting to re-open.  We can now go get haircuts. Denise has been doing the essential “chop-chop” on my slim pickins but I did get a text from barber outlining what would need to take place in order for me to go get a hair cut.  From what she said it seems safer to climb into the core of a nuclear reactor but I guess we’re all going to have to get used to living with some risk when it comes to this virus.  Not unnecessary risk, not foolish risk, but some risk.  We already engage in that risk when we go to a grocery store or gas-up.  What I’ve learned is that if I remember to wash my hands thoroughly right after going to the store, and wear my mask, I’ve at least lowered the risk if not eliminated it.
So this Thursday, all the priests-in-charge have a Zoom mtg with the Archbishop in which we will be talking about re-opening in-person worship.  At present it looks like there would be a lot of conditions attached. Exactly what those are and what in-person worship will look like for Anglicans going forward will be the topic of conversation.
I was looking at a few examples of polls that have been taken around this topic by different church leaders and right now there seems to be a split of opinion, “we should get back together as soon as possible, even if there is no singing, everyone needs to wear a mask and everyone is 6ft apart,” and on the other side, “virtual worship should be the way forward at least through the summer so that we don’t risk outbreaks.” If you’ve got an opinion (and there certainly is a right one) please let me know what you’re thinking.
Well, it’s time to hear from you, the parishioners of St. Matthew and St. Thomas.  Last week I had asked the question, what’s giving you hope at this time and some of you responded.  
Nancy: Thank you for your mid-week update! Just listened to it, and wanted to respond to your question about what is bringing me hope.
There are so many things! Seeing the sun shine through the clouds, listening to early morning birdsong when I'm walking my dog, sharing precious time with my mom. On a larger scale, I see people stopping and really looking at each other, and looking at what we are doing to the planet. It gives me hope that people are becoming more community oriented, staying home more (even though I know it's frustrating for a lot of people), re-learning things like baking bread! And conversely sharing more precious, intimate time together while having to be physically apart.

And above all what gives me hope is that God is in this, and there is a plan.
Thanks Nancy.  
A few of you sent along thoughts that are so in line with the theme of Easter 7 and the Feast of Ascension which is also this Thursday that I thought I’d weave it into my devotional.  Paul Thiessen and Rev. Art, that applies to you!
Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne has been busy making gowns for dentist clinics.  Here is what she has to say and I’ve pasted in some pictures.
Deacon Jennifer and her sewing machine!
Well, I honestly didn’t think I would be very busy during these last few months, but was I wrong. In amongst getting the service bulletin done, my video parts taped during the week, and working in the community, I have been sewing like crazy. My sewing machine has not seen this kind of use for at least the last 8 years or so! 
The call came in to sew long sleeved protective gowns (with no pattern) for a dentist. He could not do any emergency dentistry without some protective gear. He had the masks and gloves, but no gowns to wear.  
[image: ]I was able to make a paper pattern - thanks to the internet – sew a prototype, do changes to the pattern, and begin the task of making more than a dozen gowns from new bed sheets. 
From start to finish it takes approx. 3-4 hours to complete a gown. 
At the same time, the need for fabric (washable) face masks started to become more necessary. Thankfully, most sewers have a large supply of thread, bits of material and elastic in their cupboards, and I am no exception as you could not buy thread or elastic anywhere!  I have lost track of the number of masks I have made…..
[image: ]
Between the gowns and masks I think I have averaged about 12 to 14 hours a week for the last 6 weeks, cutting material, sewing, and pressing seams open!
I am taking a small time-out right now, but next week I will be back in production for round two of gowns and masks.  The deacon has been busy……..




Here’s a challenge from Rev. Art regarding the food bank:
During these Sundays of Worship at home we are not collecting food stuff for the Food Bank.  Social distancing makes many normal activities more difficult.  Many of you have added a bit more to your financial support for the community people needing a support to feed their family.  I am challenging you to come by the church parking lot on Wednesday, the 27 May between 11AM and 1PM bringing non-perishable food items, and filling my red Toyota Yaris.  The car will be unlocked ( I shall hover near by) and you can place your contribution in the hatch back area, and if in money form, place on the front seat passenger side.  One person at a time drive up to place such an offering.  Your participation will bring joy, as well as substance to others.  Yours faithfully, Rev. Art
Building updates: The St. Thomas office continues to undergo some minor renovations and prep for painting; here a picture of the latest.
[image: ]
A special thanks to Mary Lee and Rev. Art for sprucing up the Memorial Garden area at St. Matthew; here are some pictures of that!
[image: ]

Another note from Belinda Kishimoto: You asked what we've been doing that brings us hope, so here is my most recent painting, called 'My Favourite Prayer'. It's from the Celtic prayers I use with my Anglican prayer beads. I've just finished it for a virtual art show that's opening next week.
With Belinda’s permission I’ve put a picture of this beautiful piece in the hard copy of this update.
[image: ]
So as this “staying together by staying apart” gets old, as we week by week try to find the sense of sacred space and purpose in our lives we are doing so without the support of our liturgical props; certainly without Holy Eucharist, the Sacrament by which the first 1500 years of the Great Tradition were defined! But also without the subtler cues that we’re used to in our worship.  
Rev. Art brought that up and so here’s a bit of a “virtual worship primer:”
1) We’re not pretending that worshipping as we have been for two months now is “normal” or can “replace in-person worship.” I was looking at some online worship offered by larger churches with full media teams and slick post production expertise and I immediately thought “darn, we can’t do that!” Then I conquered my insecurity and thought: “well, this really works for non-sacramental visions of Christian worship, you can be even slicker online than you can be in person; you get everyone who looks well-chiseled and well-heeled and put them in front of a camera and get them to say ‘Jesus’ and…” 
2) We are, however, united in Spirit and therefore I find it helpful to imagine others with me as I sit in a chair or stand.  I find it helpful to stand for the singing, and for the Gospel and Affirmation.
3) I find it helpful to pause after the readings and ask “What struck me today?” “What is the Holy Spirit trying to say to me?” (Full-disclosure: I don’t watch myself preach during worship, though I watch it before I send it to Steven to make sure it’s acceptable.) You may want to stop it after the Devotional or not for reflection and/or discussion.  We Anglicans appreciate thoughtful dissent as well as agreement.  It is my hope that Worship allows us to sit with God and ourselves and in that place come to more encouragement to love God and to love our neighbours as ourselves.  
4) For the Prayers, sit, stand or kneel.  Sitting symbolizes awareness, standing, the resurrection and kneeling reverence and penitence.
5) Giving is a regular part of our worship; if you are giving through PAD or through the mail you may want to still symbolically stretch out your hands as we sing the short “offertory” Grant Us God the Grace of Giving…
6) One advantage of the present set-up is that you can pause the service if someone has to use the facilities or someone rings the doorbell.
7) All of which is to say, “enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving, with lament, with your heart and mind and soul” and expect that in so doing we truly are united with all who are worshipping around the world in just these sorts of ways and that God is working in and through this finite, incomplete way of doing things.  Just like She always does!
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