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Worship at Home 

26th April 2020 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 
 

 

  



A candle, symbolising Christ’s presence, is lit. 

 

We Gather 

O Praise the Name (Anástasis) https://youtu.be/LqBpifDpNKc 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ  

the love of God and the fellowship  

of the Holy Spirit be with you 

And also with you. 

 

I love the Lord because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 

When I suffered distress and despair, the Lord heard my cry. 

Praise the Lord! 

What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

Praise the Lord!        Based on PSALM 116:1-2, 12-13 

 

Good Good Father https://youtu.be/-ak0OoFBw3c 

Jerusalem https://youtu.be/wX4ZCHRksBA 

 

PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 
1I love the Lord because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 
2Because he inclined his ear to me; therefore, I will call on him as long as I live. 
3The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

I suffered distress and anguish. 
4Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” 
12What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 
13I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 
14I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 
15Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones. 
16O Lord, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. 

You have loosed my bonds. 
17I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord. 
18I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 
19in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the 

Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH AND INVOCATION 

Loving Lord, the Psalmists wrote; “I love the Lord because he has heard my 

voice and my supplications”. We give thanks that you know and hear our 

deepest thoughts and words, whatever our language, wherever we are and 

whatever we are going through. What can we do in response to your 

goodness but to offer the gifts of our worship and praise and the service of our 

https://youtu.be/LqBpifDpNKc
https://youtu.be/-ak0OoFBw3c
https://youtu.be/wX4ZCHRksBA


lives through loving you and loving our neighbour. In Jesus name, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, Lord of the Church, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word and deed: 

we have not loved you with all our heart 

or served you with all our strength; 

we have been blind to the vision of a renewed world 

and deaf to your call to costly discipleship; 

we have been indifferent to the suffering of others 

and unwilling to forgive one another. 

In your mercy, Lord, pardon and restore us, 

that together in the ministry of Christ 

we may serve you with joy all the days of our life. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

We recognise God’s great love for the world revealed in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus...who came into the world not to condemn it but to save 

it. Those who believe in him are not condemned.  Based on JOHN 3:17,18 

The good news, therefore, is this: in Jesus Christ, 

we are loved 

we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

There is a Redeemer https://youtu.be/JDgZ1v3l9go 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

ACTS 2:14a, 36-41 

Those who welcomed his message were baptised 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
36Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made 

him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 

to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, 

“Repent, and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that 

your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For 

the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 

https://youtu.be/JDgZ1v3l9go


whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other 

arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were baptised, and that 

day about three thousand persons were added. 

 

1 Peter 1:17-23 

Through him, you have come to trust in God who raised him 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to 

their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that 

you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with 

perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like 

that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the 

foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
21Through him, you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead 

and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 22Now that 

you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 

genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have 

been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living 

and enduring word of God. 

 

Luke 24:13-35 

Jesus was made known to them in the breaking of the bread 
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all 

these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, 

Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from 

recognising him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each 

other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, 

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 

Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 

days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus 

of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 

the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the 

one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 

things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 

were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body 

there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 

angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to 

the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 
25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the 

Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then 

beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 

about himself in all the scriptures. 28As they came near the village to which they 



were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him 

strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 

nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then, their 

eyes were opened, and they recognised him; and he vanished from their sight. 
32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That 

same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 

and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has 

risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 

breaking of the bread. 

 

Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

HOMILY 

The text for this address is taken from Luke 24:32. 
32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 

talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 

Luke 24:32 

 

Friends, how is your heart? 

Is it anxious? Broken? Faint? Fearful? Despairing? Discouraged? 

 

In the famous cartoon series ‘Peanuts’ or otherwise known as ‘Charlie Brown’, 

one of the characters in it named Lucy, is pictured with an air of 

discouragement despairingly saying: 

“Do you think that life has any meaning when you have failed nine spelling 

tests in a row, and your teacher hates you?” 

In a humorous way, the cartoon shows how everyday experiences impact our 

lives. 

 

I’m certain most of us have experienced seasons of being faint-hearted from 

despair, times when as though life is collapsing all around us. We all experience 

such times, of loneliness, confusion and pain. It may be that the current 

situation we are in is producing some of these feelings in you. 

 

We are not alone. The disciples of Jesus were no different from Lucy, you and 

me. 

 

Another heart condition is found in the Emmaus story in Luke’s gospel 24:13-35, 

which is set down as the gospel reading for today. In fact, this story is only 

mentioned in Luke and not in any of the other gospels! 

 



A brief summary – two disciples have left Jerusalem and are headed towards 

the village of Emmaus, roughly 11 kilometres away. Their hearts are probably 

filled with uncertainty from failed expectations of Jesus because his death has 

not produced the outcomes they expected, that is, liberation of Israel from 

their Roman occupiers. 

 

Along the way, as they walk towards Emmaus, they are joined by a stranger 

who gives them a bible study on the run! 

 

Later, gathered together around a table, the stranger “took bread, blessed 

and broke it and gave it to them” (24:30). Luke tells us that it was then that the 

two disciples recognised the stranger who had walked with them along the 

road and now breaking bread with them was Jesus all along. They respond 

saying: “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 

road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” (24:32). 

 

The disciples had left Jerusalem broken and faint-hearted following the 

episodes which lead up to Good Friday. Luke makes it obvious their encounter 

with Jesus has them discontinue their journey to Emmaus and turn around and 

return to Jerusalem. This change of courses indicates a change of heart in 

them. 

 

With renewed hearts, the two return to Jerusalem and bear good news to the 

other broken-hearted disciples that “the Lord has risen indeed” (24:34). 

 

The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, spoke of his experience of 

encountering the grace of God first hand as a time when his heart was 

‘strangely warmed’. 

 

Burning hearts, hearts strangely warmed—are these not indications of an Easter 

power and presence within us, of the risen Christ’s Spirit? 

 

Burning hearts, hearts strangely warmed, are hearts aflame with the promise of 

new life that the resurrection points to, with the good news that fear and death 

do not have the final word, that love is stronger than hatred, that peace is 

indeed a possibility. 

 

The gospel of John tells the story of the frightened disciples hiding behind 

locked doors for fear of what will happen to them because they are followers 

of Jesus. Suddenly, Jesus appeared in that room and stood among the fear-

filled disciples and said to them: “Peace be with you.”   JOHN 20:19 

 

How is your heart? Is it locked up through being anxious? Faint? Broken? 

Fearful? Despair? Uncertain? Discouraged? 

Or, is it burning, strangely warmed? 



 

Friends, the peace which flows from the love of Jesus can free your locked 

heart. 

Would you allow Jesus to do so? 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

Lord, we give thanks that there is nothing impossible for you. So we pray right 

now for those of my friends who are in that place where their hearts are locked 

because of fear, uncertainty, discouragement, or whatever else. Lord, I just 

pray now by the power of the Holy Spirit, and we just believe that there is 

nothing that the power of the Holy Spirit cannot accomplish, we pray for the 

power of the Holy Spirit to go forth and to unlock and to free my brothers and 

sisters from all that ails them, and so as you do that work, that powerful work of 

unlocking fearful and discouraged hearts, we give you thanks and praise for all 

that you do. Amen. 

 

We Respond 

 

At the Cross https://youtu.be/SUvpBphq5og 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

  

https://youtu.be/SUvpBphq5og


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- countries and nations of the world 

- those who are sick and in need 

- the Church and our congregation 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

And in the languages of the nation’s we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: ‘Your SURNAME’ 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

Great is Thy Faithfulness https://youtu.be/ErwiBz1QA4o 

 

  

http://www.hoppersuniting.church/offering
https://youtu.be/ErwiBz1QA4o


We are Sent 
 

BENEDICTION 

God sends us into the world, 

to accept the cost and to discover the joy of discipleship. 

Therefore go, carrying with you the peace of Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, 

in trial and rejoicing. 

 

And the blessing of God, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Everywhere I Go https://youtu.be/0Pw3l_ely-Y 

 

The service is ended. 
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