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Lt requests and answers, and then pray in pairs.

>

[ Bible Adventures, p. 4

Lesson :
+ O Pencils
Focus: e

The story in today’s Bible study shows an unexpected answer to prayer. Here the
people were praying like crazy for Peter to get out of prison, and then when K
shows up at their door, they don’t believe he’s really there. I wonder how many
times we're like that too. We pray and then, bang! Our prayer is answered, and

we’re surprised about it.

Don't be surprised
when God answers
your prayers.

© What prayers has God answered? What happened? Were you surprised?

© Why do you think we’re sometimes surprised when God answers our
prayers!

Today we’re going to use our Prayer Tracker charts in Bible Adventures to help
us keep track of our prayers and then help us record when God answers them, and
how.

Encourage students to write in at least one thing they are praying about or will
pray about. Then have them take their Prayer Trackers home and keep them in a
prominent place so they remember to pray about their requests and to record the
answers. Sometimes God takes a while to answer our prayers, but that doesn’t mean
He doesn’t answer them. Sometimes He says no. Sometimes He says to wait. When
that happens, we can get discouraged. Our Prayer Trackers can help us make note of
when God does answer our prayers. And then maybe we won’t be quite so surprised
when He does!

Let students gather together in small groups and pray together for the requests on the
Prayer Trackers. Close with prayer.

Seeing God throughout the Week: Encourage students to continue filling in their
Prayer Tracker page this week. Invite them to pray each day. Remind them to thank God when
He answers prayer and to be patient in prayer when the answer doesn't come quickly.

Take-Homes () If You Have Extra Time:
Lesson 11 of Bible Let students play the “Spin and Win!" game (Teaching Aids 6

Adventures, Lesson and 12) again. You could have students form teams or pairs,

110f Pix depending on your class size. If you pair students, try to pair

students with a good overall Bible knowledge with students
who are not as knowledgeable about the Bible. Since this is
the last lesson of the quarter, you could have students guess
a number between 1and 20, with the student whose guess is
closest taking the game home at the end of class.
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Memory Verse

The prayer of a righteous person is powerful
and effective. ,

—James 5:16

that are not included on the list of standard materlals (see page 6).
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apparently had done much more than they had
been anticipating in their prayers.
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power in God's response to prayer, but it is often easy
to forget that. Sometimes reminding ou 5 of ways
God has answered our prayers in the past 1 be very

ancouraging.

As you teach your students this week, encourage them

to pray expecting God to answer their prayers

And model that expectation and hope for them as you

pray with them.

\en Teaching the Bible to Upper-tlementary Students . . .

Today's lesson can be a valuable reminder
for your students. Many preteens today have
possessions that would have amazed ﬁ._,_omm.é o
lived a generation or two ago, not just in their
complexity or technological advancement, but
also in their sheer numbers. Many preteens have
experienced “ask and you shall receive” in @ very
literal way!
As a result, some of your students Bm&”
struggle when the things they Pray for don
seem to materialize the same Way their o
Christmas wish list appears under the tree. o
because of this, some may have given up M“\
idea of prayer—or at the very least, they P
hout expecting much to happe! R
As you talk about prayer today. .mﬁmm i
he attitudes your students express @

talk with you. Here are some ways to respond
to mistaken attitudes you hear your students

expressing.

e God is all-knowing, and while He loves to give
good things to His children, He gives only those
things that He knows are good for us to have.

» God has His own timing for answering our
requests. When we pray, we can become
discouraged when we don't receive an
immediate answer, but God may honor our
request at another time.

« Encourage students to pray with faith and

mxumoﬁzos that God do the very best thing
for them—whether He gives us exactly what we
ask, or something far better.
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© Have you ever had an experience like the ones in the cartoons? What
happened? (Let any students who wish to do so rels their experiences. Answers u
vary widely, but may include such things as taking a te | and L

than-expected grade; meeting a new child at school they didn’t thi

becoming friends; or situations that closely mirror those in

cartoons.)

© Have you ever prayed for something and then been surprised when it
happened? (Again, answers will vary. If students seem uncertain or unwilling to
share, you could jump-start things by talking about an event from your oun experience

e,

to open up conversations of some hard situations preteens have prayed for and God has
answered.)

After again giving students an opportunity to share any experiences they had, where
they weren't really expecting something good to happen, and yet it S e onitn
making the connection between the activity and the Bible study that follows:

God is always concerned about our needs, and He loves to hear our prayers.
We shouldn’t be surprised when He answers them. But even people in the m.E.:.
church were sometimes surprised at how God answered their prayers. Let’s take
look at an incident from the life of Peter to see what happened.

&m__;m

DOWNLOADED

Free! Downloadable
Options for Steps 1 and 4.
RealLifeDownloaded.com

B et osPt it iohavassnensasassseassnsassesnssesssanstsossocssatssnns





image4.jpeg
A A A A RS N VAN T AR PR A S S AP ACIARY - " FESSRSSES

OJ
Cmmsa the

<<—._.mn—_ Pet W__u_m w:.n Bible Adverr

R s ity e
mmU_Q Basis: Materjals.
B Acts 12:1-19 U Bible Adventures, pp. 5_g O Bibles O T,
k. Be sure that your students st eaching Aid 7

e have their Bible Adventures leaflets handy and ask them
M:v:rﬁ, Than Chains.” Also encourage them to turn to
of the Bible. You could have the students read the Bible

W“ OPen it to pages 2 and 3

cts 12: i .
: Mf H.N.H;o i their copies
study introduction silent]

poster of Peter. ¥ to themselves. Also, once again, display Teaching Aid 7 the
Ask a volun
a teer to reg o L
footnote 1. 0 read Acts 12:1-3 from the Bible. Ask a second volunteer to read

O ;
:uwg Ao Moz think the believers felt when one of the apostles was killed?
gtened, sad, angry, worried, wondering why it happened.)

0 srw did Herod arrest Peter? (To be popular with the people. When he arrested
James, another of the disciples, and had him put to death, he saw that it pleased the
Jews. So now he thought he could “gain points” with them by arresting Peter.)

Ask a student to read the brief transitional sentence (starting with “Peter was in . . .")
and have students read the footnote to themselves. Then have another student volunteer
read Acts 12:5-6 from the Bible.

© What did the believers do for Peter? (They were praying for Peter.)

12:1-19 -

the guards have been thinking.
| when they awoke and saw
Potor's empty coll?
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© What do you think the believers were praying for as they prayed?

(Scripnure does not say. They may hove prayes for Peter's release.)

. ) What did Herod do to make sure Peter didn’t escape? (Verse 6 says he swas
. ldiers, bound with wwo chaims, & o sentries stood guard ar the

ldiers guarded him.)

“slecping berween 1wo

o squond

' Point out to the class that Peter slept while he was in jail

@) Would you be able to sleep at such a time? Why do you think mvwnw.n
could? (Let studenss offer theis opinions. Peter’s abilizy 10 sleep in such a bad situation
may show his confidence and faith.)

¢ Choose two students to read the first portion of the Scripture Spotlight, one as the
¢ angel and one as the narrator.

© Why do you think the guards didn’t awaken? ( God prevented it.)
© What did Peter think was happening? (He thought he was seeing a vision.)

¢ Explain that in the Bible, a vision may involve a dream or a supernatural appearance
¢ that brings a message from God.

Have another student read the nexr Scripture Spotlight section (Acts 12:12-15).
¢ You might have the main reader be the narrator while two other students read the part
¢ of Rhoda and the quotation for the believers as they occur.

Memory : O Since the people had been praying for Peter, why do you think they
Verse: : didn’t believe Rhoda when she told them Peter was there? (They may not
e : rn%n‘&wmxwmngg:sﬁxﬂmg&«Sﬁgamomoo:,c«%é&ﬂgg;
The prayer of a

righteous person is © What might the guards have been thinking when they awoke and saw
powerful and effective.  : Peter’s empty cell? (Allow for speculation. The guards probably wondered what had
James 5:16 | : gm:mm,oﬂrc&:%&‘g?géﬁm?cguw%-gﬂangms

1: lose a prisoner was a serious offense. Point out footote number 4.)

: @ What do you expect to happen when you pray? (Students need not answer out

:  loud. Point out to them that faith is part of praying, and that we should look for God to
act on our behalf when we pray. Remind them that God’s answers don’t always look like
we expect them t0.)

i —————

W Ask two students to read one each of the last two paragraphs of the Bible study.

m © What sorts of things should we expect when we pray? (Accept all reasonable
: responses. Students may run the gamut with their answers to this question: Some may
still think that we should expect to get everything we pray for, while others may be
frankly skeptical of getting any sort of answer to their prayers. Guide students in their
ﬁmgagggw&isgnggmﬁﬁ.w@nﬁa&&O&gug%
our prayers, but His timing may be different from ours, and the ansy be different

|
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Tohelp your students remember
avents of the quarter they have just
swdied, let them play this review
game. Before class, prepare the
game by punching out the cards
and spinner board and attaching !
ametal paper fastener and paper
dipto make a spinner. Instructions
forthis review game are found on
Teaching Aid 6, the reproducible
 sheet. You may make a copy of this
sheet on colorful paper and give to
your students for reference during
play. The game will review all
lessons of the quarter.
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Prayer Chain

[ Strips of paper
[ Stapler
[ Pencils

Let students pray for each other
during the week. Have each
student write a prayer request on
a slip of paper, roll it up, and put it
in a pile. Each student should fill
out two to three slips. Give each
student several request-filled slips.
Students should unroll the paper
and pray for each request. Preteens
should staple the requests into

a paper chain and pray for them
throughout the week.

© How has God answered
your prayers in the past’
How did you respond?

Lesson Facus, while the 8
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the lesson §
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Peter Story Board

[ Bibles

[ Bible Adventures, pp. 2-3
[ Large paper

[1 Colored pencils, crayons,
fine-point markers

Have students review the lesson |
by creating an illustrated story ,
that shows the events of Peter’s
dramatic release from prison. They |
should make panels that illustrate
the sequence of events in order,
including dialogue and action.

© How can Peter’s story help “
you in your prayer life? ~

STRONGER





