
 Sermon notes May 24, 2020 - 7th Sunday of Easter

Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10,33-36, 1 Peter 4:12-14,5:6-11, John 17:1-11

“The Time has Come”

Timing is everything - some would say.  The writer of the book of Ecclesiastes declares that “there is a

time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1) We observe that ‘the time was

right for this or that to have happened’ as a further indication that the saying ‘timing is everything’ has at least

some merit.  Jesus had a sense that there were certain times for certain things as well.  When his mother

approached him at a wedding banquet to do something about the problem of a shortage of wine Jesus said,

‘Dear woman, why do you involve me? My time has not yet come.” (John 2:4) But here in the passage from the

17th chapter of the Gospel according to St. John Jesus says, “the time has come”. The project that God had

created by bringing the Messiah into the world had reached a moment of importance.  That moment was the

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus and the glorification of God through these actions.  Jesus asked His Father

in heaven to glorify the Son so that the Son may glorify the Father. The word ‘Glorify’ is one of those very

interesting words that are used often in scripture without much in the way of explanation.  Simply stated the

word means to reveal the true essence of a person or, as one of my colleagues puts it, ‘enhance the reputation of

someone’.  Jesus was praying that God would reveal the Son’s essential character and through that have God’s

essential character also made manifest.  As we walked with Jesus and the disciples through Holy Week and then

celebrated the resurrection we were shown the true character of God through the true character of Jesus.  His

prayer as recorded in the 17th Chapter of John was the announcement to his disciples that these events were all

part of the plan of God and the plan had reached this culmination.  And we recall the last word recorded coming

from Jesus’ dying lips - ‘it is finished’ signalling a portion of the plan had reached its conclusion.  The

glorification of Jesus - the exposure of his true character - was accomplished through his trial and his suffering

death on the cross.  Through words like “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do” and “Today you

will be with me in Paradise” we see the nature of God’s love and mercy and the answer to Jesus’ prayer to have

the Father glorify the Son.

The significant moments of the crucifixion and resurrection are indeed moments to celebrate which is

part of the reason for the annual event called Easter.  Even if it were simply a commemoration of a wondrous

event there would be some merit to the celebration but there is so much more involved.  Part of the plan was to

have the glorification of God taken up by the disciples of Jesus. As we listen in on this prayer from Jesus to the

Father we hear that portion of the plan which was to be carried on by the disciples.  The first part of this plan

was the gift of eternal life or ‘life in the age to come’.  This future existence begins in this life and is affected by

the decisions made by the disciples of Jesus.  The surprising part of this promise is that it is granted through an

intimate knowledge of God and God’s Messiah.  Like the idea of a branch grafted into a vine the life in the age

to come is found through a very intimate relationship with God that is described in this passage as knowledge. 



This kind o f knowledge is more like the knowledge which exists between two people who have been happily

married for a good deal of time.  It goes beyond mere information into the realm of intimacy.  It is through this

kind of relationship with God that God’s life is shared with the believers.

The second part of this plan comes from obedience.  Jesus said in an earlier passage ‘if you love me you

will obey my commandments.’  The basis of the relationship I referred to earlier is the love which exists

between the Father and Son and this love is to be the basis of our relationships with God and with each other.

The expression of that love comes about, in part, through our willingness to obey God’s commands. When we

love the person who makes requests of us those requests become so similar to commands - not because of an

external compulsion - because of the internal compulsion to please the one we love.  It is in this way that the

disciples of Jesus were obeying his commands - because of the love they had for him. It is also the way in which

the plan of God would continue long after the spectacular event of the resurrection of the Messiah.

The third part of the plan comes from the fact that the disciples were to remain in the world.  Jesus

prayed, ‘I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy

Father, protect them by the power of your name.’ (v.11) Not only had the time come for Jesus the time had come

for the disciples. They were to be Jesus’ ‘witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of

the earth.’ (Acts 1:8) They were to continue to bring glory to God and to ‘make disciples from every nation,

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey

everything [Jesus] commanded’ (Matt. 28:18, 19) Jesus promised to be with them to the end of the age through

the person of the Holy Spirit and they were to be the first ones to continue the work of God following the

resurrection of the Messiah.  They passed that work on to the next generation who passed it on to the next

generation and so on until someone passed that work on to us and we are asked to pass it on to the next

generation.  Has the time come?  If so, what can we do? The Archbishop of Canterbury has suggested that

during the days between the feast of the Ascension and the feast of Pentecost each Anglican choose 5 people

who are not currently part of the fellowship of believers and pray for them each day for those 10 days.  Even

though we may be starting a little late I have found the exercise to be a helpful one. First thinking of the people I

know and asking the question ‘has the time come?’ for this person to come to faith is a faith building task. Then

simply praying each day for that person to have an encounter with God in such a way as to draw them into a

deeper relationship requires me to imagine the kind of circumstance that this friend of mine might appreciate.

Finally asking God if I am to be part of that group who brings the message of Jesus Christ to that person and

bring glory to God through that proclamation encourages me to put my whole trust in Christ my Lord.

Timing is everything - some would say.  Has the time come?


