
Is love more contagious than fear? 

I’ve been thinking about a phrase from Chris’s May 17th Sunday message all week (the following is my 

paraphrase): we can’t be one church at the moment but what if we’re a hundred, a thousand or even a 

million little churches out there in the world?  

This is an amazing image to me. As he said it, I saw the pictures we’ve all seen of the coronavirus in 

macro-image -- round bluish circles with red spine-like things floating invisibly all around us. And I 

thought, what if we could be more infectious with the love of Christ than this invisible affliction we 

cannot see? What if we could contaminate our world each and every day with enormous doses of God’s 

love and grace and mercy? What if this is what we’ve been called to? 

 

Paul writes in 2 Timothy 1:7: For God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 

sound mind.  

 

If I could give an emotion to the coronavirus it would be fear; there seems to be a tangible dread of the 

unknown floating all around us as we walk out in the world these days. But God is constantly telling us 

not to be afraid – some suggest that ‘Do not fear’ is written 365 times in scripture (I haven’t checked this 

out but it might be a fun way to pass the time and it’s kind of a cool notion). At any rate, God’s message 

to His people has always included this sentiment: I AM with you – don’t be afraid. 

I honestly think this is how we can actively be a ‘thousand little churches’ in our neighbourhoods and 

work places and communities today: let your love, which comes from God Himself, be stronger than all 

the fear you encounter, inside and out. Trust Him -- no matter what the world might throw your way. 

Have hope -- even when it feels like everything has gone wrong and there are only questions and few 

answers.  

When it all looks impossible is when God gets to be God! And that’s SO exciting. 

Amen and amen. 

 


