
PHILIPPIANS   A Gospel Ambition 
Finding Joy in Every Season   Philippians 1:12-26 
 
 
 

FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. Can you think of a time when God used difficulty or suffering to draw you closer to Christ or 

bring about His purposes in other people’s lives? 

 

2. What things are you passionate about? What do you spend most of your time thinking about, 

reading about or doing? What do you love? What gets you up in the morning? 

 

DIG DEEPER 

 Read Philippians 1:12-14      PAUL’S CONFIDENCE 

3. The Philippians knew that Paul was seized and beaten, tried, sent to Rome, shipwrecked, & 

imprisoned. They were concerned for him and for the advancement of the gospel. What was 

the unexpected result of his imprisonment that he wanted them to know about? 

Outside the church (v.13): 

Inside the church (v.14): 

 

  

4. In verse 13 Paul references his chains for Christ. Paul is most likely writing from under house 

arrest in Rome (see Acts 28:16-31) and is chained to an elite Roman soldier 24 hours a day!  

What opportunity did Paul receive by being chained daily to a soldier(s)? 

 

Where did the soldiers of the palace guard take the gospel? See Philippians 4:22.  

 

Paul shows us that what has happened to him is actually advancing the gospel. We might think 

that suffering and hardship are barriers to God’s purposes, but often, they are the very means 

God uses to spread the gospel! 

Read Philippians 1:15-18       PAUL’S CRITICS 

5. What are the two motives for preaching the gospel in verses 15-17? 

 
6. What is Paul’s response to these men that are preaching the true gospel with envy and rivalry 

in their hearts hoping to afflict Paul while he is in prison? What can we possibly learn from this? 

 
Read Philippians 1:19-26  PAUL’S CONFLICT 
 
7. What two things does Paul confidently affirm will result in his deliverance?  

 



 
8. Paul has great joy in his certainty that his circumstances will result in his deliverance. 

Paul will regard either execution or release from prison as deliverance because he 
eagerly expects and hopes for something. Paul says… 
 
“…it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all__________________, 
but that with full ___________ now as always ____________ will be honored in my 
_____________ by ___________ or by _______________.” Philippians 1:20 
 
How will Christ be exalted if Paul lives? 
 
How will Christ be exalted if Paul dies? 

 
9. What does Paul mean by “to live is Christ, to die is gain”? What was the driving purpose 

of his life? How does this section show a marvelous attitude toward both life and death 
for the Christian? 

 

10. Paul is hard pressed between his desire to depart and be with Christ and continue in his 
gospel ministry. What does he conclude is better for him? For them?  

 
11. Paul is on trial and could be executed, but the language used here is very interesting. 

Paul says that he is convinced that God will keep him alive for a purpose. What purpose 

is Paul convinced that God will keep him alive for (see verses 24-26)? 

 

BRING IT HOME 

 

12. Who do you know, like Paul, who is willing to suffer for the gospel & rejoice in adversity? How 

will you let them be an example & a challenge to you? 

 

13. Paul was dependent on the prayers of the church for his deliverance. Who is the Lord laying on 

your heart to pray for? 

 

14. Meditate on verse 1:20-21 and its implications for you. How can Christ be exalted in your life? 

Do you have confidence that your own death will be gain? How is it comforting to know that 

when you live for Christ, death will be gain?    

 
 

15. Whom do you know who needs you for their “progress and joy in the faith”? What can you do 

to meet this need?                                                                                                           

 

PRAYER POINTS 

 

 Pray for gospel perspective and gospel ambition amidst life’s hardships.  

 Pray that Christ would be exalted in our lives. Pray that He would be magnified and seen as the 

great treasure that He is.  

 Pray for our progress and joy in the faith.  


