
 
 

 

Welcome to Aurora United Church 
…uniting hearts and hands on the journey 

 

 

 

 
                                                          The Hug Glove (Staying safe in a time of global pandemic.) 

 

 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

‘Spiritual life is a way of dwelling with perplexity—taking it seriously,  

searching for its purpose as well as its perils, its beauty as well as its ravages.’ 
(Krista Tippett) 
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SEEKING GOD TOGETHER 

 

PRELUDE      Arabesque No.1 (Claude Debussy) 

  

WELCOME & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP        Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP      The Huels/Johnson Family: Rod, Sarah & Will 

Once we were not a people. 

But now we are the people of God! 

Who else but God would call all of us together? 

And now we are one in Christ. 

Once we had not received mercy. 

But now mercy is ours. 

Once we thought we had to earn God’s love. 

‘Am I good enough?’ we’d ask. 

Now we know we are included. 

God’s love never waits for us to be ‘good’ enough! 

Once we had no purpose. 

But now we are on a mission! 

The Spirit of God empowers us, 

and Jesus’ own calling has become our own. 

Let us worship! 

 

 

HYMN    Sing Praises to God   VU 228 

 

Sing praises to God! Sing praise in the height; 

rejoice in God’s word, blest angels of light; 

high heavens, recalling by whom you were made, 

come, offer your worship in brightness arrayed. 

 

Sing praises to God! Sing praise upon earth, 

in tuneful accord, you saints of new birth; 

praise God, who has brought you rich grace from above, 

and showered your life with abundance of love. 

 

Sing praises to God, all things that give sound; 

each jubilant chord re-echo around; 

loud organs, your glory tell out in deep tone, 

and trumpets, the story of what God has done. 
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Sing praises to God! Thanksgiving and song 

be ever outpoured, all ages along: 

for love in creation, for hope spread abroad, 

for grace of salvation, sing praises to God. 

 

 

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 

We believe in God, who invites us to places of unexpected relationship, with God and with 

one another. We believe in God, who offers healing and hope in the midst of all that life 

offers us. We offer ourselves as God’s children, eager to share God’s vision of wholeness 

for all God’s people. We follow Jesus, the Christ, who teaches us through parable and  

story all that we need to live lives of wholeness. We live with joy, knowing we are challenged, 

loved and forgiven. We are God’s children, made whole in relationship to the risen Christ. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF GRACE 

Hear this good news: Christ is ever and always alive in the world, 

calling its people to live lives that are new and renewed. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

STORY      The Present: A Story of Love and Acceptance  by Jacob Frey  (YouTube) 

 
 
 

FINDING GOD TOGETHER 

 

SCRIPTURE     Acts 1:6-14 (The ascension of Jesus.)   NRSV   Keegan Comar 

 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said 

this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 

said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s 

journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, 

Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers. 
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GIFT OF MUSIC     Celebrate With Ringing (Michael Mazzatenta)  

                                          Faith-a-Peal Handbell Ensemble (June 7, 2015) 

 
 

 

GOSPEL       John 17:1-11 (Jesus prays that his disciples ‘all may be one.’    NRSV 

 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that 

you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 

presence before the world existed.  I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 

the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 

and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 

sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 

whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 

glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 

you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 

are one.” 

 
 
 
Come to the quiet...a time for reflection 

 

SERMON        One 

 
     

HYMN       Spirit, Open My Heart (R.Duck)  MV 79 

 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, Spirit, open my heart. 

 

God, replace my stony heart with a heart that’s kind and tender. 

All my coldness and fear to your grace I now surrender. Spirit, open my heart… 

 

Write your love upon my heart as my law, my goal, my story. 

In each thought, word, and deed, may my living bring you glory. Spirit open my heart... 
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May I weep with those who weep, share the joy of sister, brother. 

In the welcome of Christ, may we welcome one another.  

 
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, Spirit, open my heart. 

 

 

 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE     

  

                                                                                                                                               

A Statement about the gifts we bring in worship for the life of the church….          

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING 

  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

HYMN      Come, O Fount of Every Blessing  VU 559 

 

Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing call for songs of endless praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love. 

 

Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come, 

come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God, 

came to rescue me from danger, precious presence, precious blood. 

 

O, to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you. 

Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known: 

here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, seal it for your very own. 
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COMMISSIONING & BLESSING 

In reaching out to one another, may the companionship of God, 

continue shaping us into a vibrant, loving community. 

Though we are physically apart from one another, 

let us embrace each other and the world  

in prayer and compassion. 

 

And now, may the blessing of God, giver of every good and perfect gift; 

the blessing of Christ, the Redeemer of the lost and broken; 

the blessing of the Holy Spirit, God’s presence in our lives, 

be with each one of us and all whom we love and serve. Amen. 
  

 

POSTLUDE      Waltz in C Sharp Minor, Op. 64, No.2  (Frederic Chopin) 

 

 

 

 
The United Church of Canada acknowledges that its buildings and ministries, from coast to coast to coast are on traditional Territories of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

 
All hymns and music used today are reprinted and podcast with permission 

under OneLicense.net License #A-718074. 

 

 

Participating in Worship today… 

Rev. Lorraine Newton-Comar & Rev. Andrew Comar 

Margaret Heney, Music Coordinator 

Faith-a-Peal Handbell Ensemble (June 7, 2015) Lisa Kyriakides, director, 

The Huels/Johnson family: Rod, Sarah & Will, 

Keegan Comar 

 

With thanks to… Bob Kyriakides, worship video editing 

Keegan/Greg Comar videographer/s…and to all who are filming at home in order 

to participate in worship in some way!  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


