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In this beautiful province of British Columbia this month we have witnessed ugliness.  
There have been a number of racist attacks in B.C. since the state of emergency was declared 
on March 18, primarily aimed at Chinese Canadians, seemingly connected to the origins of the 
coronavirus in the city of Wuhan in China. 
 
An Indigenous woman was verbally abused after being misidentified as Asian, a 92-year-old 
Asian man was dragged out of a store and pushed over, a woman was beaten by a man after 
she stood up for two Asian women who the man was abusing on public transit; there has been 
racist graffiti in Chinatown and in Parksville this week, a spa owned by several Koreans was 
vandalized twice. 
 
This is the world that Jesus prays we will give ourselves to   
 
Because of COVID 19 - Thousands of young people in B.C. have lost their jobs and thousands 
more may be without summer work.  
Theatres and tourist attractions remain closed. Many camps and kids programs have been 
cancelled. Restaurants, cafés, hotels and stores may be reopening, but at nowhere near 
capacity.  Young workers may be without jobs. 
 
This is the world that Jesus prays we will give ourselves to   
 
And there is another public health emergency. Last year, British Columbians were dying at a 
rate of nearly three per day due to drug overdoses linked to fentanyl.  
For residents living in the DTES the risk of dying of respiratory failure due to a drug overdose far 
exceeds the risk of respiratory failure due to COVID-19. 
 
This is the world that Jesus prays we will give ourselves to   
 
And on the North Shore, many live alone, already socially isolated, and now with further 
deteriorating mental health.  
 
My friends, This is the world that Jesus prays we will give ourselves to   
 
 
For so many Christians, we are still standing with the disciples looking up! Staring at the sky, 
enamoured with heaven, having given up on the earth, her creatures and her peoples. 
 
Yet the message of John’s gospel… 
 this prayer, penned by the Apostle John for the early community of Jesus followers, a 
biographic sketch crystallising the essence of Jesus message for future generations.  



 
…this prayer, invites us to give of ourselves for the life of the world.  
 
In the first century, a mystical religious group known as the Essenes, believed in climbing up to 
God. With the metaphor of Elijah taken up to heaven in a chariot, these Essene spiritual seekers 
believed that the pathway to God was one of ascent… climbing up. 
Jesus’ wisdom revealed another path.  
Descent – letting go, emptying oneself, kenosis (in Greek).  
 
The voluntary relinquishing of our most cherished possession, makes manifest what love really 
looks like.  
The act of self giving brings new realms into being. It shows what God is like in new and 
different ways.  

Cynthia Bourgeois  
 
And so in Jesus prayer, just after he had told them of his suffering and their future suffering, he 
highlights two actions: give & glorify. 
 
δοξάζω “glorify” appears 5 times in this chapter.  
And δίδωμι “give”  appears 17  
 
Glorify: make visible, put something in the light, create that which hasn't been created before 
Glorify. 
 
make God’s name known (v 6),  
pass on God’s words of love and life and peace (v 8).  
Be ONE (Unified) as the Father and I are one (v 11). 
These action make God visible. 
Glorify. 
 
And give:  
You have been given words – give  
You have been given a work to do – give generously 
You have been given an example, the life of Jesus -  give of yourself, empty yourself for the life 
of the world.  
 
 
A story is told of a newly wed couple Della and James. They are madly in love and they are also 
poor. Their first Christmas together finds them without money to buy each other gifts.  
But each does have one prize possession. James owns a gold watch given to him by his 
grandfather, Della has stunning auburn hair.  
They secretly, devise a plan to purchase gifts for the other.  
James pawns his gold watch in order to buy Della silver combs for her hair. And Della cuts and 
sells her hair in order to buy him a gold watch chain.  



On Christmas eve, the two of them stare bewilderedly at their completely useless gifts.  
 
Yet it is the gift of self-emptying Christ-like love.  
Voluntary relinquishing of their most cherished possessions,  
they make manifest what love really looks like.  
 

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry: Summary 
 
 
 
As human beings we are always on a path of more surrender.  
Of more giving up of ourselves.  
 
Most times life has to take us there. We have to get to our end.  
The bottom, the turning point, coming to our end, when things fall apart, these are actually the 
moments of spiritual transformation.  
To stay with that shakiness – to stay with a broken heart, with a rumbling stomach, with the 
feeling of hopelessness and wanting to get revenge – that is the path to true awakening. 
Sticking that uncertainty, getting the knack of realizing in the midst of the chaos, learning not to 
panic, this is the spiritual path.  
 
For it is in these moments – that we realize deeply our need of the care of God.  
A giving up, a letting go, an emptying.  
And this surrender to God – has the capacity to fill us with so much love.  
And the more we experience of God’s love – the more we are able to give ourselves away for 
the love of the world and those around us.  
 

When things fall apart 
Pema Chödrön. 

 
 
And in the words of the Sufi Mystic Rumi:  
 
Love is recklessness, not reason. 
Reason seeks a profit. 
Love comes on strong, consuming herself, unabashed.  
 
Yet in the midst of suffering, 
Love proceeds like a millstone, 
Hard-surfaced and straight forward. 
 
Having died to self-interest, 
She risks everything and asks for nothing. 
Love gambles away every gift God bestows.  



 
 
What does love look when we hear a racist remark?   
What does love look like when we think about a young person who can’t get a summer job?  
What does love look like when we meet someone who is currently without a home? 
And what does love look like when someone tells us that they are experiencing depression?  
 
This is the world that Jesus prays we will give ourselves to, in love.   
 
Why do you stand looking up to heaven?  
Much has been given to us.  
Now glorify. Make God visible.  
In our world.  
 
Amen.  
 
  


