
WEEK 6
2 THESSALONIANS 3:1-13 (NLT)

Paul’s Request for Prayer
1 Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for us. Pray that the 
Lord’s message will spread rapidly and be honored wherever it goes, just as 
when it came to you. 2 Pray, too, that we will be rescued from wicked and 
evil people, for not everyone is a believer. 3 But the Lord is faithful; he will  
strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. 4 And we are confident in the 
Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we commanded you. 
5 May the Lord lead your hearts into a full understanding and expression of the 
love of God and the patient endurance that comes from Christ.

An Exhortation to Proper Living
6 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we give you this command in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Stay away from all believer who live idle 
lives and don’t follow the tradition they received from us. 7 For you know 
that you ought to imitate us. We were not idle when we were with you.  
8 We never accepted food from anyone without paying for it. We worked 
hard day and night so we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We  
certainly had the right to ask you to feed us, but we wanted to give you 
an example to follow. 10 Even while we were with you, we gave you this  
command: “Those unwilling to work will not get to eat.”

11 Yet we hear that some of you are living idle lives, refusing to work and 
meddling in other people’s business. 12 We command such people and urge 
them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and work to earn 
their own living. 13 As for the rest of you, dear brothers and sisters, never get 
tired of doing good.



This seems like a turning of the 
tide. The teacher is now asking 
for prayers from the apprentices. 

This shows a bond with the church both 
in suffering and in participation. When we 
pray for someone, it is us participating in 
their joy, their pain, their suffering, and 
their situation. When something happens 
in the world, people of faith are quick to 
say “thoughts and prayers...” for the situ-
ation. These statements take a great deal 
of criticism from those who don’t believe in 
prayer and therefore might not understand 
a few things. One, they don’t understand 
the power of prayer, not to change God’s 
mind, but to bring together people who 
desperately feel empathy for these situa-
tions. And two, they don’t understand the 
vernacular of faith. When we say “thoughts 
and prayers...” we are talking about a focus 
on the situation, the willingness to do what 
we can to help. 

Now, if we believers don’t DO anything 
after our prayers, perhaps we are praying 
the wrong prayers. Prayers motivate us to 
participate in the plight of others. As you  
have “thoughts and prayers” for people, 
also take the next step to tangibly become 
a source of help, love, light and alleviation 
of that suffering. We can do all these things 
together, and become a force for good in 
the world. Prayer is participation, and Paul 
wants them to participate in his ministry, as 

Paul participates in the community of God 
in Thessalonica. 

There is also a sense of foreboding 
in the second verse we study today. Paul 
wants these prayers as encouragement 
and also as deliverance from “wicked and 
evil” men. Does Paul think that all those 
who don’t believe are wicked and evil? I 
don’t believe so, but he has been making a 
case in the previous chapters about those 
who afflict the afflicted, and those people 
are evil and wicked. So it seems those are 
the ones he is speaking specifically about 
today. And to be sure, there are those that 
are wicked and evil in the world, and they 
choose to be. Just like choosing to be in the 
kingdom of God, choosing not to be is a 
conscious choice, as well. 

His final phrase, “for not all have faith” 
is interesting. I think that faith is a thing that 
allows you to move away from what we 
instinctively fall into. We have a propensi-
ty for the not great stuff in the world. Faith 
in something more, specifically Jesus,ele-
vates our conversations, our actions, and 
our aspirations. While we don’t always hit 
the nail on the head, we certainly can try in 
ways we might not have.

DAY 36
Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed 
ahead and be honored, as happened among you, 2 and that we 
may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith.

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2



1  — Who have you given “thoughts and prayers” for today, and how have you tangibly 
reached out to make the situation better? 

2 — How has your faith in Jesus urged you to become a better person? 

3 — What can you do to help others grow in connection with Jesus?



Wow! These are texts of encour-
agement today. But I want you 
to understand the encour-

agement; it is not about us, but about the  
faithfulness of God in all situations. When 
Paul says God will “establish” you, it means 
that he will put you in a position. Have you 
ever been promoted? Did you promote 
yourself, or did the company you work for 
find value in you and your talents and de-
cisions, and then establish you in another 
position? Of course, it was them. You were 
not passive, but you deserved the position. 

In the same way, it is God who estab-
lishes us and then protects us in the new 
position he has created for us. That new 
position is as a son and daughter of God. (2 
Corinthians 6:18) And Paul then states that 
they have incredible confidence in the Lord 
about you. Even though you are amazing, 
you are more amazing through Christ who 
establishes and protects you. 

Even in the direction of hearts, God 
is the one who gets the credit. Now, that 
may be tough for some of us to think we 
won’t get the credit for the work we do in 
the world. I get it, I don’t like it when people 
take credit for something I have done. How-
ever, I don’t mind God getting the credit 
for everything that I have done, because I 
could only do it through Him and through 

His power. On my own, I don’t always make 
great decisions; I find myself being pretty 
foolish and having a hard time concentrat-
ing. But when God gets involved, there is a 
focus and competency that I don’t possess 
on my own. I am so grateful for His power in 
my life to accomplish anything. The credit 
will always be all His!

It is always a blessing to be encour-
aged by someone who knows you, under-
stands you, and is willing to reach out. 
Encouragement is such an undervalued 
character trait. Who do you know in your 
life who is an encourager? How can you 
encourage them? Often, encouragers 
don’t get encouraged because they are so 
busy encouraging...

I love how Paul embraces the Thes-
salonians and is not afraid to say it, to 
give them love, to direct them to what 
God has done for them, and to increase 
their understanding of the character of 
God. When Paul says, “God is faithful,” 
he means it as an encouragement.  
Implied is the idea that there is nothing 
 that can stand against God, so if He  
remains faithful, we will be the overcom-
ers spoken of in Romans 8. With this  
encouragement, we should be able to head 
out to the day knowing that God has this all 
in hand, He built you for what He is asking 

3 But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you 
against the evil one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord about 
you, that you are doing and will do the things that we command. 
5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the 
steadfastness of Christ.

DAY 37
2 Thessalonians 3:3-5



1  — What is God enabling you to do today? What can you give Him credit for?

2 — How do these words encourage you?

3 — Who do you have “confidence in the lord about” today? Can you let them know? 
 

you to do today, and there is nothing that 
can stand in your way. The gates of hell will 
not prevail. 

Perhaps someone needs to hear this 

today. So it is yours. If you don’t need it, 
make sure you pass it on to someone who 
does.



Paul has a specific issue with laziness. 
Let’s just call it out. He does not  
suffer the lazy lightly, and perhaps 

this is because he is so industrious. Paul 
chose the lifestyle of ministry, not the job. 
There are some who approach faith and  
witness as if it is optional and they can take 
off the responsibility like taking off a jacket. 
For Paul, this was not the case. He was all in, 
all the time, and didn’t have a great deal of 
time for people who were willing to lie down 
on the job. 

When Paul is saying to “keep away” 
from those who are idle, he is really saying 
that you should avoid being like that person. 
And he is not talking about someone who 
decides to take an afternoon and catch 
up on the “Tiger King” on Netflix. (Which, 
by the way, is just bonkers. . .) But Paul is 
talking about those who have decided 
not to do what God is calling them to do, 
those who live a life that is of no use to God  
because they are not willing to do anything 
for God. This sounds harsh, but I want to 
clarify. We should have down times in our 
lives when we are less productive than  
others. But a “break” is not what Paul is 
talking about. He is talking about those who 
shirk any responsibility having to do with 

faith. He wants us to avoid them as they 
may rub off on us. 

I heard T.D. Jakes speak one time, 
and he mentioned that if you were not 
being tempted in life, then even the  
devil had no use for you. Those words hit 
me hard. Temptation means that Satan 
needs to derail you from the threat you are 
to him, and the use you are to God. If we 
aren’t doing anything for God, then Satan 
can leave us alone, as we are not posing any 
problems to his plans. 

In the same way, Paul seems to detest 
those who are willing to be of no use to God. 
For Paul, who seemed to be very much a 
type “A” personality, sloth and idleness are at 
the top of his list of disappointments to God. 
He was constantly working for Jesus, and  
I think he expected others to be doing 
the same thing. While he seemed to have 
no patience for these people, he also  
believed they might be able to become  
effective for the kingdom; all they had to do 
was choose to be effective. 

We can choose to be effective as well. 
Honesty, humility, and industriousness will  
create that effective ripple for the kingdom 
of God we all so desperately want to see 
happen. It will look different for every  

6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord  
Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking 
in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received 
from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, 
because we were not idle when we were with you,

DAY 38
2 Thessalonians 3:6-7



1  — What can you do for God today?

2 — Are you being tempted? What do you think that means?

3  — If you could do anything for God, what would it be, and how can you get to that 
place in life?

person, but it will be effective for God. It is 
a choice, not an accident. So sit down and 
write a letter of encouragement, share your 
story, study scripture with someone, just 

have a great meal and pray before it. There 
is so much we can do to expand the king-
dom of God through our love and our lives. 
Don’t be afraid to be effective!



Paul is now beginning to give instruc-
tion and show how he was modeling 
what is beneficial when it comes to 

working for the kingdom. Paul worked while 
he was with them. He didn’t expect a hand-
out or payment for the Gospel work he was 
doing. We often use the term “tent-maker” 
to identify those who are bi-vocational with 
ministry and another job or career as well. 
This comes from Paul’s career as one who 
worked with his hands. There is such honor 
and nobility in the work we do outside of 
ministry. However, even the work we do out-
side of ministry is ministry. 

At the time of Paul’s writing, there 
were those preachers and teachers who 
would come into a town and live off of other  
believers as if it were their right to do so. Paul 
worried there might be some usury happen-
ing, and so he simply wanted to show them  
another way. And remember, this was Paul! 
He was well known amongst the believers 
and they would have paid greatly to have 
him in their homes and in their town. How-
ever, he didn’t want this to be an example of 
how believers should live. 

Perhaps this was a response to the 
usury that had been seen in the temple of  
Jerusalem for so many years. I am actually  
writing this on Holy Monday of the final 
week of Jesus. Today’s texts show us Jesus 
going to the temple and chasing out the  

sellers and shopkeepers and moving in the 
sick and the lame and healing them. It is 
ironic that today we are dealing with Paul 
saying he worked for his food and bread. 
Rather than living off of an economy created 
by the Gospel, he decided he would work 
outside in order to not be beholding to any 
community or believer. It is not that he didn’t 
need the money, he still had to live, but he 
was willing to put his hand to the plow in  
order to make ends meet. 

Malcolm Gladwell, in his interview with 
Tim Ferris (the Tim Ferris Podcast) said 
when he realized that all we really needed 
was a roof over our heads and some food 
in our bellies and enough clothes to make it 
through the week; the rest was ego. I thought 
about that for a long time. Even those of us 
in ministry sometimes think something is 
owed us for the work we do. Paul would  
argue it is a great privilege to be able to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ, and he 
would pay for that privilege. That is pretty 
amazing.

8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil 
and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden 
to any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right, but 
to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 

DAY 39
2 Thessalonians 3:8-9



1  — What do you do that allows you to be able to do ministry?

2 — Do you feel there is a difference between your job and your ministry?

3 — How can one feed into the other, and vice-versa?


