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“Navajo Rock” by BC sculptor Bruce Kleeberger 
is made from sandstone typical of southern Utah 
and commemorates the Navajo Native American 

Peoples of the region. 
 
 

In moments of silent prayer  
may we remember the Navajo,  

the people of Brazil,  
and all those communities and nations  
who have been especially susceptible  

to the COVID-19 virus. 
   
 

 
 

Mass graves are being used to bury the dead in 
the northern city of Manaus.  Brazil has reported 

more than 1,000 deaths in a single day from 
coronavirus for the first time amid warnings the 

outbreak is weeks away from its peak. 

 
A PRAYER FOR YOUR WILD SOUL 

 
Give yourself time to make a prayer that will 

become the prayer of your soul.  
 

Listen to the voices of longing in your soul. 
Listen to your hungers.  

Give attention to the unexpected  
that lives around the rim of your life.  

 
Listen to your memory  

and to the inrush of your future,  
to the voices of those near you  

and those you have lost.  
 

Out of all of that attention to your soul,  
make a prayer that is big enough  

for your wild soul,  
yet tender enough  

for your shy and awkward vulnerability;  
that has enough healing  

to gain the ointment of divine forgiveness  
for your wounds;  

enough truth and vigour  
to challenge your blindness and complacency; 

enough graciousness and vision  
to mirror your immortal beauty.  

 
Write a prayer that is worthy  

of the destiny to which you have been called. 
 

John O'Donohue 

 

 

 



 

 
 

June 25, the Word Council of Churches invites us to 
join in offering prayers for peace on the Korean 
Peninsula, 70 years since the start of the Korean War 
(never been officially declared finished!  Here is part of 
a prayer offered upon the 100th anniversary of the 
Independence Movement (1919) in Korea. 
 

Holy God, God of nations, God of history,                               
we give you thanks for your presence and your 

guidance in people’s struggles for freedom, justice,  
and peace throughout history. 

 

As we celebrate this centennial anniversary of the 
Independence Movement in Korea, 

we also remember many other peoples 
and nations around the world… 

suffering from domination and destruction,                             
striving for liberation and renewal 

of their nation and people. 
 

Inspire them                                                                                     
with your vision of a new heaven, a new earth.                                                              

Encourage them                                                                        
with your mighty power and divine wisdom. Walk 

alongside of them 
on their journey toward 

dignity and well-being of all. 
Make each one of us an instrument of peace and 
justice in our home, workplace, and community,       

and in our relationships with others. 

 
The COVID-19 crisis underlines the critical 
importance of leadership in all aspects of 
society, especially in government. 
 

A Prayer for Leaders with Vision and 
Wisdom 

 
Give us, O God,                                                                                         
leaders whose hearts are large enough 
to match the breadth of the human soul 
and give us souls strong enough 
to follow leaders of vision and wisdom. 
                                                                                                                        
Give us the hearts to choose leaders 
who will work with other leaders 
to bring safety to the whole world. 
 
Give us a government 
that provides for the advancement of our 
country 
without unfairly disadvantaging other nations. 
Give us insight enough ourselves 
to choose as leaders those who can tell 
           strength from power, 
           growth from greed, 
           leadership from dominance, 
           and real greatness  
                     from the trappings of grandiosity.            
                                                                                                                           
We trust you, Great God, 
to open our hearts to learn from those 
to whom you speak in different tongues 
and to respect the life and words 
of those to whom you entrusted 
the good of other parts of this globe.  
                                                                                                                         
We beg you, Great God, 
give us the vision as a people 
to know where global leadership truly lies, 
to pursue it diligently, 
to require it to protect human rights 
for everyone everywhere. 
                                                                                                                 
We ask these things, Great God, 
with minds open to your word 
and hearts that trust in your eternal care.    

                                                                                                                                      
Joan Chittister, OSB, adapted 

 

 


