
MAST NEWS      May 22, 2020 

Dear brothers and sisters at Westminster Bible Chapel,  

We hope you are surviving the pandemic. We are living in interesting times! How 
are things for you during these restricted days? It is good that God is still in 
control! 

Thank you so much for your generous gift via MSC in April. We are thankful for your kindness and fellowship in 
the work of the Lord. 

We continue to be well and had a safe two week trip to and from Pennsylvania to look after Lois’ parents. We 
are glad that we could free up Lois’ sister, Beth and husband so that they could to go up to Chicago to help their 
son bring back all his belongings after finishing his four years at Wheaton College. They also were able to spend 
a few days as a family at Ocean City while Lois and I enjoyed time with her parents. Lois’ mom is able to do more 
walking now on her new knee. She tries to get outside with her walker once a day and walk about 70 meters (it 
is not far, but is more than the previous two years). She is making progress and has less pain. Sadly, her 
shoulders have suffered over the past few years trying to compensate for an almost useless left knee. Lois’ 
father is also doing better than he was six months ago when he had his prostate surgery. He might not be as 
sharp as he used to be, but he is doing well. We are so thankful that they still have each other and that they are 
well taken care of by Lois’ sister. 

At the end of April, I was able to be a host for about 10 people on Zoom for the North American Week of Prayer. 
I was blessed to be a part of this year’s week of prayer. It was helpful that it was rescheduled from Florida to the 
Zoom video conferencing platform. I think there were almost a 100 hosts around the US and Canada. The 
electronic gathering platform made it possible for many more people to be involved (maybe 1,000) for this 
NAWoP. The prayer times were of great encouragement to those of us that were able to participate and I’m sure 
will be used by God as a springboard for furthering the His kingdom. 

At the Lincoln assembly, we have been preparing for recognizing elders through teaching and prayer. The 
assembly here has not had recognized elders for years and therefore has not had the full benefit of this valuable 
Biblical principle. Lord willing, we will have recognized two or three elders by the end of July and pray that this 
will give freedom for the Holy Spirit to work more effectively among us. 

Lois has been active in her relationship with a few international students. She meets frequently, via Zoom, with 
one or another to help them learn English better. This helps her to develop relationships with them and be a 
spiritual influence on them as well. We are hoping that Tauana (from Brazil) and her family will come to gather 
with us at the Hollywood Heights Bible Chapel once they are able to come to Lincoln for post graduate studies at 
UNL. Lois not only helped Tauana to prepare to pass her English proficiency exam, but is now tutoring her 11 
year old son (via Zoom) in English to prepare him for going to school here. 

I have not been able to go to the Juvenile Detention Center since the middle of March because of the Covid 19 
restrictions. I had been writing letters to some of them, but now those boys have moved on to other facilities 
and it isn’t very easy to get mail to them. Therefore I have been making use of some extra time to interact with 



Atheists online and trying to help them realize that we as Christians live by faith, and that our faith is built on 
evidences that God has given us in creation, His word and in the lives of those in whom He lives. 

I have also been enjoying taking a second Creation Apologetics course online. The first course I took was “live” 
online with Creation Today. This second course is more in-depth and is through Answers in Genesis. I appreciate 
the research AiG has done and the work they put into making this course available online. I am sure that it will 
be a help to me as I seek to reach out to the lost and “give an answer to everyone who asks me for a reason for 
the hope” that we have in our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:15). 

I had a very beneficial time in Zambia in January and February, but Lois’ and my plans for going there in July is on 
hold. We will have to see when flights are available again and what restrictions there will be. In the mean time I 
am in communication with our brothers in Zambia by electronic means and am able to take care of a number of 
administrative tasks concerning the mission station by internet. 

Like here in the Canada and the US, Zambia had put restrictions in place and forbade churches from gathering. 
They did not have the benefit of the electronic meetings like some of us have here. Thankfully, the restrictions 
have been loosened and they are able to now meet with “social distancing” guideline in place. There are not as 
many confirmed Corona virus cases in Zambia, but they would also have more difficulty dealing with it and do 
not have the means of testing as many people. Some believers in Canada have supplied me with a case of face 
masks that have been sent to Zambia and we hope that they will be a help at Lukolwe. 

Josh has now completed his third year of studies at John Brown University, with the last two months having 
been done at home online. He is doing a couple of classes during the summer and hopes to find work to earn 
some money before his senior year starts in late August. He continues his treatment for Lyme disease and is 
surviving, even if it isn’t easy physically. We thank God for sustaining Josh and helping him do well in his studies 
and relationship with the Lord. 

Our daughter Yoanna just celebrated her first anniversary of marriage to David McClintock and we rejoice with 
them in the Lord’s blessing on them in their relationship. She has been busy sewing Covid 19 protection masks 
for work and for her friends, besides sewing her own clothing in her spare time. She recently returned to work 
and is now back to doing clothing alterations (with new Covid 19 guidlines). 

Thank you for praying for us! 

Love in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Bert & Lois 

 


