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“I bring you glad tidings of great joy…” 

Back in the Sanctuary in June 
 
Starting the first Sunday of  June, we will be back to having worship services in the 
sanctuary (although this could be subject to change if there is a big COVID-19 out-
break in the area). 
We will still observe some social distancing practices, at least during June. These 
would include not having ushers and greeters, nursery or a coffee time after the  
service. We will also hold off on having children’s messages at this point. The         
offering plates will not be passed, but we encourage you to put your offering in the 
offering plates at the back of the sanctuary. We also encourage people to maintain a 
6 foot distance from one another when entering, exiting and choosing places to sit.  
 

Because Pastor Dave is at Mayo Clinic at this time for his stem cell transplant      
process, Pastor Frank Feltis (who led us last summer) will be our 
preacher. Various members of the congregation will be leading other 
parts of the worship service.  
 

For those who are in higher risk categories and not yet ready for public 
gatherings, the worship service will still be online through YouTube, 
Facebook and our website. The main difference is that it will not be recorded ahead 
of time, but will consist of the Sunday morning sanctuary service, which will be                               
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posted later on Sunday. That means you will not be able to watch it on Saturday night 
or Sunday morning, as some of you may have been accustomed to doing. We hope to 
have it available by early Sunday afternoon. 
 

Here is what we know about the services in June: 
 June 7 —Pastor Frank will be preaching this Sunday and every Sunday in June. 

Susan Vander Wal will be the worship leader. Carol Kleinjan will bring ministry of 
music. 

 

 June 14 — A praise team will lead the singing time. Gene Bjorklund will be the 
worship leader and Keith and Shirley Van Duyn will have ministry of music. 

 

 June 21— For Father’s Day, another praise team will lead the singing. Scott 
Vander Wal will be the worship leader.  

 

 June 28—Don Jones will be the worship leader.  
 

 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive on June 23 
The need for blood donations is always critical, but in a time of widespread health 
problems, it is especially vital. Many people have not been donating blood around the 
country because of quarantining, so there is a shortage.  
The Red Cross Blood Drive will run from noon to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June 23 at First 
Reformed. Sign up for a specific time online at RedCrossBlood.org (search for VOLGA) 
or just come anytime as a walk-in donor. 
We already have three of the four people needed to serve as hosts (two for each 3-
hour slot), but we need one more. If you can help, please contact Shirley Van Duyn. 
 
 

REMINDER about Hy-Vee Receipts 
If you turn in Hy-Vee (Brookings only) receipts to the basket along the north wall in 
the fellowship hall, you can be part of a MESA fund-raiser. When we have $150,000 
worth of receipts, Hy-Vee will donate $1,000 toward a MESA project yet to be deter-
mined. As of May 26, we have collected $63,862.17. 
Thank you for your willingness to help. 



                                                                                                                                       
      The following members needed medical care recently and               
 appreciate your prayers: 
 

 Donald Langland—heart operation 
 Harold Beukelman—knee replacement 
 Bernita Kooima—chemotherapy 
 Pastor Dave—chemotherapy 
 Dawn Lucas—chemotherapy 
 Jodi Koerner—chemotherapy 
 Edward Vander Wal—pacemaker 
 

 Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy to the following members: 
 Hollie Moldenhauer and Jamie Colby (and extended families) on the death of their 
 grandma, Joyce Colby 
 Dori Ohm and family on the death of her brother-in-law, Steve Person of Tipton, 
 Iowa on May 3 

 Bernice Mullett and family on the death of her brother-in-law Ewald Freyberg 
 The family of Betty Vander Vliet on the death of their mother and grandmother 

 
Committee Formed to Explore Finding Next Youth Leader 
Bruce Lucas has been our faithful youth leader since June 2007, but he recently retired from 
that position. He had intended to keep leading the group through Rocky Mountain High this 
summer, but that event has been canceled due to the coronavirus. So he has completed his 
work and when the opportunity presents itself, he will be thanked for his good work at an  
upcoming worship service. 
 

To keep this important ministry going, a committee has been appointed by the consistory and 
has been meeting via Zoom to find a replacement for Bruce before fall. Those serving on this 
committee are co-chairs Jason Hove and Marie Schmit, Don Jones, Pastor Dave, Melissa Olson, 
John Sapp and Preston Vander Wal. 
 

They are in the process of making an online survey to send to the parents to get some infor-
mation to help them make good decisions about the future. So if you are a parent of a middle 
school or high school student, please watch for this. The committee will also be seeking input 
from the students as well.  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Looking Back Ten Years……….   2010!! 
 Scott Nagy spoke at the Father/Son/Friend Banquet of their family experiences 

of adopting children from Haiti         
 Volunteers gathered in Alice Volkers’ garage to prepare a float and wrap candy 

for the Old Timer’s Day parade only to have the parade rained out. Dale and 
Susan sat on the float to at least take a picture of  the group efforts.  The RCW 
served beef sandwiches, pie  and ice cream in the commons area of School     
Valley Schools netting a profit of $1034. 

 

New Website Up and Running 
Our new website is up and running with a new look. It is a lot more visual with pictures 
than what we had before. 
 

The opening Home screen shares a little bit about the church, as well as summaries of the 
latest news and events. You can also access the bulletin on that page—it will be located  
under the Latest News summary. 
 

There are seven other pages to choose on the menu at the top of the screen: News and   
Bulletins, Events, Sermons, ParaPraise, About, Contact and Give. 
 

The News and Bulletins is just what it sounds like. If you want to see more details, you 
would select the picture or the headline that you want. If you want to see a bulletin you  
select the picture or headline for that week, and then you will see a screen that includes a 
download of the bulletin. Choose that and you should see the bulletin for the week. Each 
month’s newsletter will also be included on this page. 
 

The Events page will show various upcoming events. These items disappear as the date 
passes. Since there is not a lot going on during the summer and the pandemic, there are not 
many items here at this time. 
 

The Sermons page will show the various online services we have had over the past few 
months. The title, text and date will be part of the information provided. You can watch the 
service right within the website. 
 

The other pages are fairly self-explanatory. The ParaPraise page features a song of the 
week and an archive of available songs. The About page provides basic information for 
newcomers about a how the church operates, what it believes, and who is on the staff     
(this part is not yet completed). The Contact page provides the phone number, the email 
address, and a quick way to send an email to the church. The Give page offers you a way  to 
contribute to the church through Tithe.ly (which also hosts this website). 
 

In the future, we also hope to offer library information and galleries of pictures of church 
events.  
 



Pastor Dave’s Stem Cell Transplant 
 

On June 2, Pastor Dave and Ruth will be heading to Mayo Clinic in Rochester for the 6-week 
stem cell process. Here’s a rundown of what will be happening (although all dates are            
approximate and subject to change).  
 
June 3: Pastor Dave has a few more tests before the process begins. 
June 4-7: Pastor Dave receives a central line port and will be given a drug each day that causes 
 the bone marrow to send its stem cells (they normally reside in the marrow) into the 
 blood stream. 
June 8-12: In a process called harvesting, Pastor Dave’s blood will be run through a centrifuge 
 that will remove the stem cells from the blood. It will be collected and stored for later. 
 This takes about 4-5 hours each day. 
June 15: Once a sufficient number of stem cells are harvested, Pastor Dave is given an extra-
 powerful chemo designed to kill off the immune system.  
June 19: Once the strong chemo has done its work and is out of the system, then the collected 
 stem cells are infused back into the system. This is the actual “transplant” that happens. 
June 22-July 2: The stem cells reattach themselves to the bone marrow. While you might   
    expect that Pastor Dave would feel the worst on June 15, it’s actually during this stretch 
 that he will feel the sickest. He is monitored closely every day. 
July 3 and on: Once the stem cells begin to restore the immune system, the word is that Pastor 
 Dave will suddenly feel better. He is still closely monitored every day. He’s hoping the 
 process is completed by July 10, but that date is not firm.  
 

During this whole time, Pastor Dave will be an outpatient (unless something doesn’t go well, 
which often happens, then he’s admitted to the hospital for a few days). He and Ruth will be 
staying at a house they rented. Most hours will be spent at the house, with just short trips to 
the hospital for injections and monitoring. The longest hospital days will be during the collect-
ing of stem cells. 
 

Pastor Dave hopes to regularly update his Caring Bridge, so if you want to know more              
up-to-date info, you can check the site caringbridge.org and search for David Landegent. 
 
He thanks you all for your prayers in helping him get through more than 6 months of chemo 
with the worst side effects being bad indigestion and poor sleep patterns. He is now done     
with all that chemo, but there will be some milder maintenance chemo that he will take on an      
ongoing basis after the whole process is completed.  
 

 
 
 

Highlights of Last Month 
 

 At the end of April, Pastor Dave returned to his series on Romans that he had begun 
before the pandemic disrupted things. The May 3 online service featured a video       
segment from The Bible Project about what’s in the first part of Romans. So far we 
have the meaning of the gospel (Romans 1), sin (Romans 1), religious sins (Romans 2),     
justification (Romans 3), faith (Romans 4), a comparison of Adam and Jesus (Romans 
5), peace with God (Romans 5), and dying with Christ (Romans 6). Pastor Dave hopes 
to return to Romans later in the summer after his transplant. 

 As part of the Mother’s Day online service for May 10, eighteen mothers from the 
church were featured in a video in which they expressed something they liked about 
being a mother. Those in the video (in this order) were Polly Vander Wal, Adriana 
Kleinjan, Roberta Volkers, Melanie Gerdes, Beth Clapp, Melanie Vander Wal, Dawn   
Lucas, Julie Jefferis, Nichole Franklin, Ruth Landegent, Susan Vander Wal, Penny       
Cotton, Jan Clapp, Bernice Mullett, Michelle Vander Wal, Carolyn Cotton, Sally Vander 
Wal and Shirley Van Duyn.                                                                                                                                 
Since this was also the Sunday prior to the Sioux Valley graduation, four of our six 
graduates contributed a short video clip of what they liked about their high school 
years and what they are planning to do in the fall. 

 For the May 17 online service, the video featured the ministry of Samaritan’s Purse 
field hospital set up in New York City’s Central Park to deal with the overflow of  
COVID-19 patients in that city. With the mission accomplished, that hospital has since 
ceased its work. 

 The consistory had a “crazy” Zoom meeting on May 20. About 10 minutes into the 
meeting, the internet went out in parts of Volga and so Pastor Dave, who was “hosting” 
the meeting was bumped out. Many of the others were not affected by the outage,        
so they kept meeting. Pastor Dave joined them by calling one of the members and    
participating via speaker phone. Then 40 minutes into the meeting, they reached the 
time limit imposed on free Zoom meetings, so everyone was bumped out of the      
meeting. Normally, Pastor Dave could then start the meeting up again and get             
another forty minutes, but since he was locked out of being online, he couldn’t do it. 
But all important decisions had already been made by then. The consistory will not 
have a monthly meeting in June while Pastor Dave is in Rochester.   

 We had our first service back in the sanctuary on May 17. The 30-40 who gathered 
watched the same online video as those at home. Then on May 22 and May 29, the 
sanctuary service was a hybrid of live events (such as singing and responsive readings) 
with the sermon and children’s message coming from the online recording.  

       In June, the entire service will be in the sanctuary led by Pastor Frank.  
 
 

 
 
 



              8th Grade Graduates include: 

 Shanna Bakken—Sioux Valley 
 Ava Vande Weerd—Sioux Valley? 
 Jaden Olson—Brookings? 

College Graduates: 
Nathanael (Nate Clapp) graduated from Dakota State University at the end of the  
2019 fall semester with a masters in information assurance and cyber defense.                      
He is employed as a Senior Linux System Administrator for EROS Center.  
 

Thomas J. Cotton received his associate of  applied science degree with high honors     
distinction in the Building Trades program from Lake Area Technical Institute on May 
8. Tom is now employed at Mills Construction in Brookings.  
 

Jenna Koerner completed her course of study at Minnesota Moorhead, MN in             
December 2019 graduating  with a graphic design degree as well as a marketing          
minor Jenna lives in Robbinsdale, MN where she works for Minnesota Interactive in 
Minneapolis.   
 

Brittany Ludens received degrees in business marketing and management option,        
financial services consumer financial option, ag financial option from Lake Area            
Technical Institute on May 8. She has secured a job as a loan assistant/junior loan        
officer at Reliabank in Sioux Falls.  
 

Samantha Ludwig graduated from the medical laboratory technician program at        
Lake Area Technical Institute on May 8. She is searching for a MLT position and has     
been accepted into (MLS) medical laboratory science program at SDSU.  
 

Michelle Vande Weerd has spent the last few months pursuing an Ed D in Education  
Administration and Leadership School District Superintendent from USD. She will    
continue in her current role as Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Continuous    
Improvement in the Brookings School District. Michelle is also an adjunct at DWU in 
Mitchell teaching undergrad and graduate education classes.   
 

Carter Vander Wal earned a bachelor of science in ag and resource economics from 
SDSU in a virtual ceremony on May 9.  Carter has a summer internship with INTL 
FCStone in Minneapolis  working as a commodity broker.  He will marry Courtney         
Teveldal on July 11 and will be moving to Gretna, NE. Carter will continue his education 
at the University of Nebraska—Lincoln pursuing a master’s degree in ag economics. 
His bride-to-be, Courtney, graduated from SDSU with a bachelor of science in human    
development and family studies. She will continue her education at Creighton             
University in Omaha working towards a degree in occupational therapy.  

Collin Vander Wal also graduated from SDSU in a virtual ceremony held on 
May 9.  His BS degree in animal science declared him eligible for a job with    
CHS Nutrition based out of Brookings working as a feed sales/consulting         
nutritionist.   
 

Tiffany (Bjorklund) Zenner and her husband Sam Zenner received their 
bachelor’s degrees from SDSU in a virtual ceremony on May 9. Tiffany’s degree 
is in physical education while Sam’s degree  is in operations management.    
They have no jobs lined up yet but plan on staying in the Brookings area as   
they continue to search.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rachel Corinne Cotton,  daughter  of John and Penny       
Cotton was born on May 22, 2002.  Welcoming her into the 
family were Erika and Thomas.   Rachel will be working full 
time this summer at Avantara Nursing Home in Arlington 
and also as an At Home Caregiver in Watertown giving her 
care giving skills before she begins the Lake Area Technical 
Institute Nursing Program.                                                              
Rachel has learned to rely on Philippians 4:6 these past few 
months. Don’t worry about anything, instead pray about    
everything. This verse has helped her so much during a 
time of uncertainty. Instead of being anxious, she goes to 
her room or car and prays. She pours out her worries and      

anxious thoughts. God always reminds her that she is in the palm of His hand. 
She mentioned that God is always with her and will never leave her. His Spirit 
fills her uneasy heart and mind while giving her a sense of stillness and peace.   

Sioux Valley seniors experienced an extra-ordinary type of  graduation due to 
COVID-19.  Seniors sat within the recommended social distancing guidelines 
while four family members also observed CDC guidelines sitting in guided    
areas.  The  ceremony was live streamed and was broadcast on the radio  
where we could all watch, listen  and enjoy the historical event while also     
social distancing. 
Following the ceremony, a parade of cars or pickups containing the graduate 
and family members drove through Volga in a first ever senior parade so other 
family members and friends could recognize the senior graduates.  
 



Hunter Douglas Converse, son of Hollie Moldenhauer 
was born on a very important date, September 25, 2001.  
(He shares the same birth month and day as the editor of this        

newsletter!)   Hunter will be attending Alexandria Tech in 
Alexandria, MN for their powersports program. 
He has a sister, Shanna Bakken and brothers Mason and 
Tyden Moldenhauer.  
 
 

 
Baylea Nakasha Lucas,  daughter of Bruce and Dawn Lucas 
was born on November 11, 2001. Her older brothers are 
Layne and Daymein and a younger brother is Layson.  
Baylea will be employed as a supervisor at the Volga       
swimming pool this summer. She plans to attend USD            
to major in graphic design. 
The verse in scripture that brings hope to Baylea is found in 
2 Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will 
strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. Baylea 
knows that God is in charge and has a plan. Social distancing  
is happening for a reason, so we should use this time to     
better ourselves and grow deeper in our faith. Lucas knows 
that we don’t always have free time like this, so we should 

use it as a gift. 
 
Cade William Vander Wal, second son of Brad and Sara 
Vander Wal was born on June 8, 2001. He has an older 
brother, Shad, sister Marika and younger brother Seth. 
Cade plans to work at T and S Repair in Bruce this      
summer. He will be attending Lake Area Technical          
Institute in Watertown pursuing a degree in diesel      
technology.  
Cade listed Joshua 1:9 as a verse that encourages him.    
Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you     
wherever you go.  

Lane Donald Vander Wal,  son of Kevin and Kari Vander Wal made his 
entrance into this world on February 8, 2002. He joined brothers Dallis 
and Collin.  
This summer you can probably find Lane in a 
weight room preparing himself to play football at 
Wayne State College in Wayne, NE. Or, he may be 
enjoying the sun, fun, water and noise as a life-
guard at the Volga pool. Or — you may find him 
traveling to show his Shorthorn cattle at the  
Shorthorn Junior Nationals in Texas as we as other 
SD shows.  
Lane received a scholarship to play football at 
Wayne State College while majoring in human and 
sport physiology. 
Jeremiah 29:11 is a verse that speaks to Lane 
about a future and a hope and shows that all this 
will pass in these uncertain times.  For I know the plans I have for you,”   
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.  
 
 
Lindsey Arlene Pauline Vander Wal was welcomed to the Dean, Polly 
and Carter Vander Wal on May 20, 2002. Lindsey’s summer plans are to 

show cattle and work on the farm. Her plans are to 
attend SDSU and major in ag education. 
Scripture verses that help Lindsey look on the 
brighter side of social distancing and staying    
positive during the disappointments that have 
come along the way is Galatians 6:7-9. Do not be 
deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what 
he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful       
nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the 
one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will 
reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.  


