
Thursday Ascension Vespers for May 28, 2020 
 

The Preparation 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Gladden the soul of your servant, 
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

 
The Hymn to the Light 
 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, 
in you God’s gracious glory shone. 
Immortal, holy, blest is God, 
and blest are you, God’s holy Son. 
 
Now sunset comes but light shines forth; 
the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 
Praise Author, Word and Spirit:  God 
who dwells in the eternal light. 
 
Worthy are you of endless praise,  
O Word of God, life-giving Lord; 
wherefore you are through all the earth 
and in the highest heaven adored. 
Common Praise #14 

 

Psalm 84 
 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, * 
 O Lord of hosts! 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; * 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
2 The sparrow has found her a house * 
 and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, * 
 my Sovereign and my God. 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
 They will always be praising you. 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you, * 
 whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way! 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place 
of springs, * 
 for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
6 They will climb from height to height, * 
 and you, the God of gods, will reveal yourself in Zion. 
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
 hearken, O God of Jacob. 
8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
 and look upon the face of your anointed. 
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my 
own room, * 
 and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
 than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
10 For you, Lord God, are both sun and shield; * 
 you will give grace and glory; 
11 no good thing will you withhold, O Lord, * 
 from those who walk with integrity. 
12 O Lord of hosts, * 
 happy are they who put their trust in you! 
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God of pilgrims, teach us to recognize your dwelling-place in 
the love, generosity and support of those with whom we share 
our journey; for all the world is your temple and every human 
heart is a sign of your presence, made known to us in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Isaiah 40.28-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
   his understanding is unsearchable.  
He gives power to the faint, 
   and strengthens the powerless.  
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
   and the young will fall exhausted;  
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
   they shall walk and not faint.  

 
All are invited to share a word or a phase that stood out, or offer a 
short thought evoked by the reading. 

 
After a period of reflection 
 
Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord; 
I am with you always, to the close of the age. 

 
The Prayers 

All are invited to name their intercessions an thanksgivings, 
either silently or aloud. 

 
After a period of silence  the following collect is said. 
 
God of boundless grace, you call us to drink freely of the well 
of life and to share the love of your holy being.  May the glory 
of your love, made known in the victory of Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour, transform our lives and the world he lived and died to 
save.  We ask this in his name and for his sake.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit 
and gathering our prayers and praises into one, 
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life.  Amen. 
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