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“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age 
of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of 
belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, 
it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was 
the winter of despair…” Thus begins Charles Dicken’s 1859 
historical novel A Tale of Two Cities. His story of events around 
the French Revolution is a long distance from today, but I woke 
the other night with this line in my head, and thinking about how 
it fits with the situation we are now facing. Although these seem 
to be the worst of times, with deaths, illness and economic 
uncertainty, have we not seen things that have been very 
positive?  The reaching out of people to others, the willingness 
to help others, the use of technology to keep us together.  There 
has certainly been belief and incredulity.  It has been difficult to 
see the light at times.  This has been much more difficult for some 
than others and for many a spring of hope has changed to a 
winter of despair.  It is for that reason that the ‘Prayer during a 
Pandemic’ will continue to appear in the newsletter each month 
until we are out of this situation.   
Our Archbishop has ruled out any early return to our previous 
patterns of worship where we can greet each other in person and 
again receive communion.  This is disheartening, but 
understandable.  
Once again, we give thanks to God for those who are making it 
possible to ‘meet’, even though we miss worshipping in our 
church building and we pray for safety for all those who still work 
to protect and serve us in many capacities.  Whatever we go 
through, God is with us. 

Submit items for the July Newsletter by June 26th. 
mthain@telusplanet.net 
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Noel’s Reflection: 
 

“Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” John 9:2  

As if the world wasn’t hurting enough, our hearts were broken once again on March 19 when 
we awoke to reports of a mass killing in Nova Scotia. It didn’t take long for media outlets to 
begin to point out what they perceived to be flaws in the way the RCMP responded, or to try to 
dig up dirt from former co- workers or neighbours, essentially looking for more bad news to 
heap upon us. Bad news upon bad news. The weight of it can be suffocating.  

News may travel faster than it ever has, but our fascination for trying to make sense of bad new 
is nothing new. Even the Gospels tell stories of people blaming catastrophe on the sin of others, 
whether that be towers falling on workers or people being born blind. It seems that we are 
drawn to bad news like a moth to the light, and we are quick to add our opinions, even though 
our opinions do nothing to change matters.  

Jesus invites us to see the world differently. Rather than wallowing in bad new, he shows us the 
Good News and how we can be free of all that darkens and ensnares us. In him we see that God 
does not offer idle commentary or opinion, but rather chooses to walk with us in our dark 
hours. He even suggests that God’s glory can be revealed in the situations that invite our gossip. 
Our God, it would appear, is far greater and more powerful than the worst of our bad news.  

In the context of our “bad news” culture, even Jesus’ crucifixion is scandalous. Mockery, 
opinions, rumors; all would have abounded in the days after Jesus’ death. As bad as that could 
have been, God chose that particular moment in history as the one to redeem all of history, and 
to forever change the future. Life did not end on the cross, it thrived in the Resurrection. As 
pervasive as bad news appears, it is the Good News that triumphed in Jerusalem 2000 years 
ago and will in Nova Scotia and the world today.  

Noel+  

O God our defender, 
storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, 
deliver your sons and daughters from fear, 
and preserve us all from unbelief; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord  

 

 
 
WEBSITE 

OLDCHURCHRD.COM 
 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel might be 
appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 
PLEASE NOTE SOME OF THIS MAY CHANGE DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES WITH 

COVID-19.  UPDATES WILL BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE 
 

During this time when we are not meeting face to face it is  
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT if you change contact information, 

eg. address, phone number or email address, that you notify the 
office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
WATCH THE WEBSITE AND YOUR EMAILS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ON LINE 

WORSHIP AND OTHER MEETING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 
 
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
 
Men’s Group Meetings:   Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
 
Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 10:00 - See Website regarding on-line access 
 
Sunday Worship:  10:00 – See the website for further information 
 

SEE THE WEBSITE (UNDER NEWS) FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ON LINE GIVING TO 
THE PARISH 

This information is also included in this Newsletter 
 

 
Helping Hands: We have several people willing to run errands for anyone who is housebound 
during this time.  Please email Noel at vicar@oldchurchrd.com if you would like to avail 
yourself of this service. 
 
Forward Day by Day:  If you would like to have the May/June/July series of reflections 
delivered to you, contact office@oldchurchrd.com.   
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Special Notice:                                                                                                             
The Rev. Dr. Mark Jerry and his family will be with us for our on-line worship 
Sunday May 31 and Mark will be preaching.  This is not how we envisioned a 
farewell for them but these are different times!! 

Noel’s Reflection: 

By the rivers of Babylon� 
there we sat down and there we wept 
when we remembered Zion. Psalm 137:1                                                                              

Twenty-five hundred years ago, when Israel was in captivity in Babylon, the people longed to 
return to what they remembered and to carry on with their way of life. They lamented that 
they could not even sing songs of Zion as they were so grief stricken. Oh, to be able to return to 
Jerusalem and worship God in the temple on Mount Zion. All would be right with the world 
when that day came.  However, all was not right with the world when that day came. First of 
all, the return happened in stages over a course of years. Once they were back in Jerusalem, 
they could not worship in the temple in the way they had longed for all those years, for it had 
been destroyed by those who had exiled them in the first place. That which they pined for had 
greatly changed. In the end, the temple was rebuilt however the people of God came to 
understand that their character and identity came from their relationship with the Living God, 
not the house they thought he dwelt in. They came to recognize that God had been with them 
in captivity, apart from the temple.   We seem to be in something of an exile now, a kind of 
COVID-19 captivity. At eleven weeks, many of us are growing weary and are longing to be able 
to return to life as we knew it, and Church as we knew it. We might even think we can 
appreciate the plight of the captives of the Babylonian Exile but in reality, our experience is a 
drop in the bucket compared to theirs. While we are approaching three months being away 
from the place we long to be able to worship God from, the Babylonian Exile lasted 70 years. 
While we look forward to that day when we will be able to return to St. Luke’s for worship, we 
do not know when that will be. When we do return, things will be different. It is possible that 
years could pass before it will be safe to return to the kind of worship we remember from just a 
couple months ago. We might be able to return to the space in coming weeks or months, but 
we will not be able to do things the way we are used to... but that’s OK.                                                                                   
It’s OK because, like those captives of Babylon so long ago, we know that our God is still with 
us. In this COVID-19 captivity, God has never left our side and our worship continues in new and 
innovative ways. We have even learned a thing or two about how to include people in our 
worship who could not participate with us prior to 11 weeks ago. We have learned that not 
only can our community be sustained in less than ideal circumstances, it can thrive and grow. 
Just like those captives, we have been presented with an opportunity to appreciate what it is 
that shapes our identity and character. While St. Luke’s is a beautiful space in which to worship, 
it is not what defines us. Our true character is defined by our relationship with the Living God 
who is just as surely with us in our exile as we remember him being in our beautiful church 
building.                                                                                                                                                          
Noel+  
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Noel’s Reflection: 

 
 
 
 
 
AROUND THE PARISH: 
 
Advent Outreach:            
Once again over the Advent Season, Vandy Bowyer again organized an outreach 
project for the parish. This year we adopted a Spanish speaking family of four (mom, 
dad, a son who is 5, and a daughter who is 10). As in the past the members of this 
parish embraced this and a large number of items were given.  Thanks go to all who 
donated and to Vandy for organizing this.  
(Vandy Bowyer at outreach@oldchurchrd.com) 
 
Gift Sunday: 
This year Parish Council designated the first Sunday of Advent as Gift Sunday.  This 
was to allow those who could to make an extra donation to the parish above their usual 
giving.  Again, the generosity of this parish was shown.  As of this time $4575.00 have 
been donated.  This money will be used as part of the general revenue of the parish.  
We do ask that, if possible, those who donated on Gift Sunday might be able to 
increase their regular givings to take this amount in to account over the next year.  It is 
fully understood that many cannot predict expenses, so there will be another Gift 
Sunday next Advent to allow for extra giving if possible. 
 
Flower Calendar 2020: 
The new flower Calendar is now up. To contribute flowers for the Altar, choose one of 
the available Sundays and sign you name beside that date.  Barb from the church office 
will contact you during the week before your date for a dedication if you choose.  A 
suggested donation of $50 covers the cost of the flowers.  Please make this as a 
donation to St. Luke’s, marked “Flowers”.  Each Sunday that there are flowers donated, 
they are given out to members of the congregation.  Hopefully over the year, every 
family will receive flowers. 
 
Around the Church: 
On each end of the pew front that is in front of the choir pews, there is a small memorial 
plaque which says “In Memoriam Henry Sumner Stent”.  Henry Stent was a prominent 
member of the Red Deer community and of St. Luke’s parish.  He and his family came 
to Red Deer in 1892 and settled on a quarter section of land on the north side of the 
river, near the Convent.  This property was known as ‘Woodlands’.  It is unclear what he  

Heat the Church--updated: 
So far we have covered 33 days for this year. Those who wish to contribute to this fund can do so 
under the donate button on the website or by Direct Transfer as outlined below.  In either case, in the 
‘Comment’ section state: “Heat the Church” Even if we are not there, there are still utility bills! 
Financial Statement: 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I thought it would be helpful to see two months for comparison.  Our income was up in April, partly 
due to a one-time donation, but also because parishioners are being responsible in their giving.  Over 
40% of the envelope subscribers made their offering by direct deposit.  This has allowed us to not fall 
further behind and we give thanks for the support of everyone. We continue to be 19% below our 
budget for income.   It is recognized that for those who do not have a preauthorized plan it may be 
difficult to get your offering to the church.  These are some suggestions: 

1.       Drop Off Days – on Tuesdays and Thursdays, if you are out and about, offering envelopes can be deposited 
in the Church mail slot to the right of the hall doors. The mailbox will be checked at the end of the day and 
offerings will be retrieved for safe keeping. Please do not put cash in the mailbox. 
2.       By Mail – cheques can be mailed to the Church. The address is 4929 – 54 St. Red Deer T4N 2G7. Please do 
not mail cash. 
3.       Helping Hands – we have several people willing to run errands for anyone who is housebound during this 
time. We can arrange for your offering to be picked up at your home. Please email Noel 
at vicar@oldchurchrd.com if you would like to arrange this. 
4.       Online Donation – you can donate through the Church website by clicking on “Donation” in the menu at the 
top of the main page. This takes you to our Canada Helps page. Canada Helps is a charitable organization that 
facilitates online donations for other charities. This option requires the use of a credit card. 
5.  Interac E-Transfer Direct Deposit - Using your online banking service, you can do Interac   e-transfers and 
electronically send your offering to St. Luke's. We are registered to receive e-transfers as direct deposits so no 
passwords are required.  It is helpful if you put your name, and if not on our parish list, your address, in the 
message portion of the transfer.  You can also designate if it is a contribution to 'Heat the Church'. 
6.   Pre-Authorized Withdrawal – many of our regular donors use this option. You can set up a monthly 
withdrawal from your chequing account for whatever amount you choose. This method is not only convenient, 
from the Church’s perspective it is consistent and dependable. Should you be interested in this, the required 
form is on the last page of this Newsletter and may be mailed to the church:  St. Luke’s Church, 4929-54th Street, 
Red Deer, AB, T4N 2G7.  This arrangement can be cancelled or changed at any time.                                                 
As always, we would like to thank you and commend you for your financial support of St. Luke’s. Thank you also 
for your willingness to be flexible as we find our way in these strange times.  
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Outreach at St. Luke’s Anglican Church June – August 2020: 
With ongoing disruption, uncertainty, and financial stress due to the Covid-19 
Pandemic, women and children in the Red Deer community are at increased risk for 
family violence.  St. Luke’s Anglican Church is holding a gift card and monetary 
outreach program for the Central Alberta Women’s Emergency Shelter (CAWES) from 
June 7 through to August 30th. No gift-in-kind donations are accepted at this time. Gift 
cards (grocery, gas or department store) or monetary donations can be made in various 
ways: 

1) Mail a cheque payable to Central Alberta Women’s Emergency Shelter 
(CAWES). 

2) Send gift cards to CAWES. Wal-Mart and Superstore are suggestions but they 
accept a variety of gift cards.  

3) Financial donations can also be made through credit card (Mastercard of Visa) 
over the phone. Please contact Teresa at 403 346-5643. Select #2.  

Cheques and gift cards can be mailed to Central Alberta Women’s Emergency Shelter 
(CAWES) at P.O. Box 561, Red Deer, Alberta T4N 5G1. All donations over $20.00 are 
eligible for a tax receipt. If you would like an official tax receipt, please include the gift 
card receipt, your name and address. If you have any questions about this Outreach 
Program please contact outreach@oldchurchrd.com 
 
Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications: 
While flowers on the altar are on hold during this time of isolation, the opportunity still 
exists to remember loved ones and special dates as we do when sponsoring flowers.  
For now, the Flower Calendar is suspended.  You are not responsible for sponsoring 
dates for which you may already signed up.  If you have prepaid a flower donation, you 
will be contacted so that you can let us know how to proceed. 
In the absence of the Flower Calendar. Please let us know of people and events that 
you might like remembered as a Memorial Dedication on a particular Sunday.  If you 
so choose, you can make a donation to accompany your memorial and these can be 
designated to the Memorial Fund, General Fund, or any other special Fund of your 
choosing.  Memorial Dedications will appear in the announcements on the designated 
Sunday.  If you wish to make a donation, please refer to the information above 
regarding donations.  If you are going to send a cheque, please email the office at 
office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your dedication and the Sunday you 
would like it to appear.  If doing an E-transfer, put in the message section your 
dedication, date you would like it to appear and the fund to which you would like the 
money designated. 
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Parish Council Profiles: 
Over the next few months we plan to give profiles of the members of Parish Council.  
This way if you have a concern or question you will know whom to approach as well as 
knowing a bit about them.  This month we introduce Mike Carley, a second term 
member of our Parish Council. 

Patty and I started attending St. Luke’s back in 1991 and were married in the church on 
April 4, 1992.  The first time we attended, we were enthusiastically meet by Don and 
Peggy Freeman who made us feel very welcome and included.  Our boys went through 
Sunday School, were baptized (one at St. Luke’s; one back in my hometown of Carman 
so that more of my family could attend), and were confirmed here.  For almost 30 years 
now, St. Luke’s and its family have been one of the touchpoints of my life.  I enjoy the 
relaxed companionship of all in the church community.  I can feel the work week’s 
stress lift as I enter the church and enjoy the silence, the laughter and banter, and the 
devotion of the congregation as we worship together. My work life as an engineer has 
allowed me to grow my skills as an analytical problem solver and this is one of the skills 
I bring to our Parish.  I was, for a time, also an amateur farmer on the side and this 
allowed me to connect with results of personal efforts coupled with the miracle of God’s 
gift of life; there is a realization that we can together make a difference and we can 
reach our objectives. I am honored to serve a second term on Parish Council.  I adhere 
to the mantra of “many hands make light work” and so hope that I can be one of those 
hands that can help.  I am excited to assist the Parish in the church repair program that 
we are embarking upon.  I am also looking forward to engaging with the talented group 
of people serving on Parish Council and to grow spiritually from this warm community. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
 
     Patty, Mike 
     Ross, Sean 
      (From the 2012 Parish Directory) 
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Around the Parish: 
It is with sadness but with thanksgiving for a life well lived that we announce the death 
of Ruth Starr on May 23rd.  Ruth was the widow of the Rev. Murray Starr (1925-1997), 
who was the Priest-in-Charge of the Parish of St. Luke from 1968 to January of 1975.   
 
Around the Church: 
We are fortunate to have in our church a number of very nice stained-glass windows. 
The windows were a project started at the time of the 100th Anniversary of the parish in 
1993.  Another project for that anniversary was publishing monthly a profile of 
parishioners who had played a role in the development of the parish.  From time to time 
I will feature one of those remembrances with quotes from the original story, linking it to 
one of the windows, and using pictures I have been able to find. 
This month we will feature Ella Elizabeth Ives (1904-1996). 
 
   “Ella was born in Red Deer on November 10th, 1904, the daughter  
   of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Botterill.  She was baptized at St. Luke’s by  
   Canon Hinchliffe in the Spring of 1905.  Ella grew up in Red Deer 
   and in St. Luke’s.  As a young girl she was baptised by Bishop  
   Pinkham; took part in church activities and taught Sunday School  
   classes. …. 
   Ella married Reginald ‘Pat’ Ives in England in 1928. (He worked at 
the Imperial Bank in Red Deer but had family in England and had returned for a few 
months in 1925 because his mother was ill. At some point he obviously returned and 
she followed him. The Red Deer News of Dec. 30, 1925 reports that he was the 
organist for the Carol Service at St. Luke’s at Christmas) Their son David was born in 
England in 1930 and in 1933 Ella, Pat and David returned to Canada.  Daughter 
Margaret was born here in 1934.  The Ives family were constant faithful members of St. 
Luke’s.  Ella served on the Altar Guild…..was a long-time member of the Women’s 
Guild, later the Women’s Auxiliary…….Margaret Ives was baptised at St. Luke’s and 
both David and Margaret were confirmed and married here…Ella placed one of the 
stained-glass windows in memory of her husband Pat….” 
This is the window dedicated to her.    This is the one dedicated to her husband. 
     
     
 
          

 

 

(Unfortunately, there is a spelling error on the                   
plaque that I only noticed when I took the picture.             
‘Redicated’ instead of ‘Dedicated’) 
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This is the Botterill house at 4633 Ross Street.  Ella   
is on the fence in the lower R corner of the picture 
and her sister Phyllis is sitting on the chair in front of 
her. 

This is Ella and her       
husband, Pat Ives, with 
their baby David.  Taken in 
England in 1931.        

      

Ella, on the right, at her sister Phyllis’s wedding        
on August 15th, 1932.  Her sister, now Phyllis    
Botterill Jobb, is in the centre and on the left is Audrey 
Jobb. 

Prayer during a Pandemic                                                                                                   
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, 
Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most venerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 
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Pre-Authorized Donations 
Authorization for Bank Withdrawal 

 
 
Please check one: 

□ I hereby authorize The Synod of the Diocese of Calgary, Anglican Church of Canada (the “Diocese”) to start withdrawing 
the amount indicated below from my bank account and transfer it to my congregation (which is registered with the Diocese 
to use this service) on or about the 16th day of each month beginning with the month shown below until I cancel or change 
my instructions in writing. 

□ I hereby authorize The Synod of the Diocese of Calgary, Anglican Church of Canada (the “Diocese”) to change the 
monthly withdrawal from my bank account in accordance with the information provided below. 

□ I hereby cancel my authorization for The Synod of the Diocese of Calgary, Anglican Church of Canada to withdraw a 
monthly amount from my bank account on behalf of my congregation. 

Please return the completed form (signed and dated) and any subsequent instructions to the parish 
official that is administering this program (usually the Envelope Secretary or Parish Treasurer). 

Donor Information: 

 _________________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
 Name E-mail Address  

 _________________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
 Address Telephone Number 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 City Province Postal Code 

Bank Information: 

 _________________________________________ __________________________________________________ 
 Name Address 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 City Province Postal Code 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 Account No. Branch No. Institution No. 
 

For verification, please attach a blank cheque, marked “VOID”, to the completed Authorization. Thank you. 

Withdrawal Information: 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ _____________________ 
 Monthly Amount Starting Month Starting Year 

 _________________________________________ ___________________________ 
 Parish Location  

_______________________________________________________________________ _____________________ 
Authorized Signature(s) of Account Holder  Date 
 

NOTE: 30 days’ notice required for changes to the Pre-Authorized Donation service. 

 

For Parish Use:     
Donor Code:     

     
     

Revised: 08/05 
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