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Worship at Home 

31st May 2020 

 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

 
 
 

 

  



A candle, symbolising Christ’s presence, is lit. 

 

We Gather 

 

Holy Spirit https://youtu.be/J7HCYYGa7CE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you 

And also with you. 

 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, 

they were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly from heaven there came 

a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 

and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

ACTS 2:1-4a 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people; 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 

Let us worship God. 
 

Refiner's Fire https://youtu.be/9Y8zP34AhuU 

Holy Spirit Rain Down https://youtu.be/d-SI_HRWooA 

 

ACTS 2:1-21 

The Day of Pentecost 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly from heaven, there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as 

of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them ability. 
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

https://youtu.be/J7HCYYGa7CE
https://youtu.be/9Y8zP34AhuU
https://youtu.be/d-SI_HRWooA


proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 

about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 

one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 

filled with new wine.” 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 

nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 

Joel: 17In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon 

all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 

men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my 

slaves, both men and women, in those days, I will pour out my Spirit; and they 

shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the 

earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to 

darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 

glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH AND INVOCATION 

Holy Spirit, you are the Lord, the giver of life; 

with the Father and the Son we worship and glorify you: 

Come to us now, Spirit of God. 

 

Holy Spirit, you were there at creation before time began; 

your presence fills the whole universe: 

Come to us now, Spirit of Life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you have spoken through the prophets of old; 

by their witness, the Word of God has never been silent: 

Come to us now, Spirit of Wisdom. 

 

Holy Spirit, you surround the waiting church with the wind of Pentecost; 

you gave life and breath to announce Christ’s gospel: 

Come to us now, Spirit of Power. 

 

Holy Spirit, you came upon the first Christians as a holy fire; 

you set their hearts ablaze with devotion to their risen Lord: 

Come to us now, Spirit of Love. 

 

Holy Spirit, you pour out your rich and varied gifts; 

you call us to bring forth your fruits in our lives: 

Come to us now, Spirit of Grace. 

 

Holy Spirit, you are the Spirit of truth, the Counsellor; 

you lead us to the truth that sets us free: 



Come to us now, Spirit of God, and renew Christ’s Holy Church. 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the disciples 

with the wind from heaven and with tongues of flame, filling them with joy and 

boldness to preach the gospel: send us out in the power of the same Spirit to 

witness to your truth and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Let us make our confession to God who loves us. Let us pray: 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

If we have followed other spirits, rather than the Spirit of Jesus, 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

If we have refused to give full reign to the Spirit in our deeds and words, 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

So that we may be filled with the loving fruits of the Spirit, 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

The Spirit you have received is not a spirit of fear, leading you back into slavery, 

but the Spirit of adoption, through which you call God “Father, my very own 

Father.” 

Based on ROMANS 8:14 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

We can cast all our anxiety on God who cares for us deeply.  So, be assured 

that the Spirit of God is resting upon us, restoring, supporting and strengthening 

us all with power. 
1 PETER 5: 7, 10b 

 

The good news, therefore, is this: in Jesus Christ 

we are loved, 

we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Holy Holy! Lord God Almighty https://youtu.be/JwuDSw-9cUQ 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/JwuDSw-9cUQ


We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 

 O Lord, how Manifold are Your Works 
24O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom, you have made them all; 

the earth is full of your creatures. 
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, 

living things both small and great. 
26There go the ships and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
27These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 
28when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they 

are filled with good things. 
29When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their 

breath, they die and return to their dust. 
30When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of 

the ground. 
31May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
32who looks on the earth, and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they 

smoke. 
33I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have 

being. 
34May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the Lord. 
35Bless the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord! 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:3b-13 

Varieties of Gifts but the Same Spirit 
3And no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4Now there are 

varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the 

same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 

activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 

wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 

Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 

discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 

who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 

the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit 

we were all baptised into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we 

were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 
 



JOHN 7:37-39 

Believers to Receive The Spirit when Jesus Glorified 
37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, 

he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who 

believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall 

flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in 

him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit because Jesus was not yet 

glorified. 

 

Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

HOMILY 

Finding Your Voice 

 

Homily Text: 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. 
ACTS 2:14 

 

What is meant by finding your voice? 

 

To find your voice pre-supposes you have lost your voice. 

 

Losing your voice is not the same as losing your house key, a pen, or book for 

that matter. The initial feeling of their loss is soon forgotten when you find them, 

or, when you find a replacement. Losing house keys, pens or books is a lot 

different from losing your voice. Being powerless and the loss of confidence are 

part and parcel of losing your voice. Often, this is the experience of those who 

experience: 

• Mental illness 

• Homelessness 

• Violence and abuse 

• The attitudes and behaviour of others 

• Fear of various kinds 

Losing your voice underlies the sense of powerlessness that comes with being 

unable to communicate your true thoughts and feelings. Rather than suffer the 

embarrassment of being misunderstood and scrutinised, the response is to keep 

one’s thoughts to ones-self. One of the implications of this is that if you spend 

your life keeping your thoughts to yourself and holding back when you have 

something to say, then you miss the opportunity in life to influence outcomes – 

to change opinion, to clear-up a misunderstanding, to give support, to 

challenge assumptions, attitudes and even the status quo. Your voice begins to 

fade. 

 



To find your voice is having the courage to influence outcomes, challenge 

assumptions, attitudes and even the status quo. It is self-actualisation, the 

renewed conviction about one’s own abilities, gifts and potential. 

 

How does the Day of Pentecost story in the book of Acts relate to finding your 

voice? 

It is here I want to draw on the insights of Eric Law. He is a Chinese American 

Christian theologian. He provides fresh insight into the question of what it 

means to be the Church. Law asks the question whether the first Pentecost 

experience was a miracle of the tongue or a miracle of the ear.1 

 

The miracle of the tongue is action-oriented – it involves words and giving of 

information. The miracle of the ear is more passive. It involves listening and 

receiving the information. To summarise, they symbolise power dynamics; in this 

instance, the tongue is the tool of the powerful, whereas the ear is 

representative of the powerless. In that context, Peter and the disciples who 

represent the young Church, represent the powerless, and that part of the text 

says the Jews from every nation under heaven represent the powerful. Reading 

the text in this way is interesting because those power dynamics are not only 

shown but they’ve also been turned on their heads. In this case, the powerless 

are speaking to the powerful. The powerful ones are listening to the powerless 

ones. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the powerless find their voice. 

 

The first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit comes powerfully upon the disciples is 

about the disciples finding their voice for the explicit purposes of proclaiming 

God’s good news in Jesus Christ. In other words, their voice has a purpose. We 

will explore this further. 

 

The first part of verse 14 of Acts chapter 2 states: 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,  

 

Using verse 14, we will explore the implications of finding your voice to help us 

to: 

• Stand with others (…‘standing with the eleven’) 

• Have courage under fire (…‘raised his voice’) 

• Seeing as God sees (…‘and addressed them’) 

 

Let us begin. But Peter, 

1. ‘Standing with the eleven’ – speaks of the importance of standing with 

others. 

There is truth in the saying ‘there is strength in community’. Peter is 

standing and speaking; however, he is not alone. The other eleven 

disciples, according to the text, are standing with him. The lesson here is 

when others stand with you, there is renewed confidence. 

 



As we in Australia are currently celebrating National Reconciliation Week, 

permit me to say a few words about William Cooper (1860-1941). He was 

an Aboriginal man, from the Yorta Yorta tribe. He travelled and worked at 

various types of jobs. In his early 20s, following a church service in January 

1884, Cooper is supposed to have said: “I must give my heart to God”. 

 

Later in life, he was at his home in Footscray, Melbourne when he learned 

about Nazi attacks on Jews in Germany leading up to WW2. 

 

On November 9-10, 1938, Jewish businesses, synagogues, houses and 

schools were destroyed, dozens of people were killed, and 30,000 men 

were arrested and taken to concentration camps, in what is known as 

Kristallnacht — the night of broken glass. It sent shockwaves through 

Europe and the rest of the world. 

 

Having publicly condemned the mistreatment of Aborigines in Australia, 

William Cooper, the Yorta Yorta man, could not stay silent. 

 

On December 6, 1938, William Cooper led a delegation from his home to 

the German consulate in Melbourne to deliver a letter protesting against 

the violence against Jews. 

 

When he and members of the Australian Aboriginal League arrived at the 

consulate, they weren’t allowed inside, and the letter was passed on to a 

guard. It is not known what happened to the letter or whether the letter 

was passed onto the German government. It is considered by many to be 

the only protest of its kind in the world at the time, according to the 

National Museum of Australia and despite its historical significance, 

William Cooper’s story remains widely unknown. 

 

Mr. Abe Schwartz, a Jew, who is fighting to raise awareness of William 

Cooper’s legacy, said: You know, it’s almost unbelievable his name is not 

known. He did so many amazing activities to try to stand up for his own 

mob, let alone whilst he had no rights of his own, standing up for other 

people,” he said. 

“I don’t believe he actually met a Jew in his life, but he knew what racism 

was, and he knew how to act ethically. I think it was the humanity of the 

man; he knew what was right and what was wrong.2 

 

How wonderful it is for someone like William Cooper who despite all he 

had experienced as an Aboriginal man chose not to hate, but instead to 

make the world a better place. 

 

William Cooper chose to stand with those who had no voice. 

 



2. ‘Raised his voice’ – this tells us of the need for courage when under fire. 

 

In other words, not caving in when things get tough – in this case, when 

there are opposing voices. 

 

Peter raised his voice to be heard, because of all the other voices of the 

different people speaking the various different languages. The question is; 

what were they saying in the different languages? Were they talking 

about the weather? The footy scores? No. We find the answer in verse 

11— 

“in our own languages, we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 

power.” 

ACTS 2:11 

The lesson we get from this is there will be many other voices that will be 

competing for our attention and for the hearts and minds of people, 

tempting and enticing them to experiences which only bring temporary 

fulfilment and satisfaction such as materialism. These voices obstruct those 

who speak of hope and renewal. 

 

A story to illustrate: It was nearing Christmas, and a young girl wanted to 

raise money to help the needy. She decided she would take her donation 

basket and her bells which she would ring to draw people’s attention. She 

found a good dry corner of the shopping centre with a lot of pedestrian 

traffic passing by. She positioned herself and began to ring her bells. 

“Ding”, “dong” it rang. Somebody must have complained because it was 

not too long before a policeman came along and told her that local by-

laws prevented her from ringing her bells to invite contributions. But such a 

by-law could not silence this inventive young girl. The very next day, she 

turned up with her donation bowl and two large cardboard signs which 

she would hold up interchangeably and wave around. She collected 

more money than ever. The signs said “ding” and “dong”. 

 

It is the reminder to Jesus’ followers not to submit to the competing voices 

that impede and hinder the message of God’s deeds of power – the 

power to liberate from all that keeps people from embracing whom they 

are in the eyes of God and living out their true potential and living out 

God’s will for their lives. 

 

We who have found our voice need not surrender. 

 

3. ‘And addressed them’ – speaks to us of the importance of seeing as God 

sees. 

As Peter is doing the addressing, what is he saying? Verse 17 is important 

because it says something about God and about us in terms of our calling 

to God’s mission in the world and God enabling that to happen. 



In verse 17: ‘in the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my 

Spirit upon all flesh’. 

 

Note the last words there are ‘all flesh’. All people. Humanity. God is doing 

something new. 

 

We are too often stuck in seeing the world in only one way and forget we 

can be led to different viewings. 

 

A wealthy oil baron once commissioned Picasso to paint a portrait of his 

dear wife. When the work was finished, the baron was shocked to see the 

image that had been created. “What, that looks nothing like my wife. You 

should have painted her the way she really is!” Picasso took a deep 

breath and said: “I’m not sure what that would be.” Without hesitation, 

the baron took out his wallet and pulled out a picture of his wife and said, 

“There, you see, that is a picture of how she really is!” Picasso, bending 

over, replied, “She is rather short, isn’t she?” The point is clear. 

The man was so wrapped up in his own view of his wife; he could not 

understand anyone else’s view of her. 

 

On the day of Pentecost, there were many Jews who understood, who 

saw God’s new view of the world through the eye of the Spirit, but there 

were also many there who did not, who could not see the world around 

them in any other way than the way it has always been.3 

 

We conclude with several observations. 

 

First, it says something about God. The first Pentecost experience is one of 

diversity and community and reminds us that God welcomes all people 

regardless of ethnicity, gender and generation. 

 

Second, God chooses whomever God chooses, even the powerless, the ones 

who have no voice. God empowers them with the Spirit to proclaim God’s 

message of liberation and hope to the world. 

 

Finally, it says something important to us. 

The Holy Spirit is the ‘one who comes alongside’. As Peter and the disciples are 

examples, the Spirit comes alongside to empower us so that we find our voice. 

The question for us is, therefore, who are the voiceless ones, the powerless ones 

among us, whom God is calling you and me to ‘come alongside’ and reach 

out to with God’s love so that they too experience the love of God and find 

their voice. 

 

God bless you, sustain and strengthen you as you do. Amen. 

 



Let us pray: 

Loving God, we thank you for Pentecost, for the gift and the work of the Holy 

Spirit. Lord, help us to be open to the Spirit’s work in our lives, and to be 

obedient to you as you send us out in the power of the Holy Spirit into your 

mission, God’s mission, into the world. Bless and strengthen my sisters and 

brothers as they do so, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

We Respond 

 

Come Holy Spirit https://youtu.be/_COgQyrKEn0 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- countries and nations of the world 

- those who are sick and in need 

- the Church and our congregation 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

https://youtu.be/_COgQyrKEn0


And in the languages of the nations, we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: ‘Your SURNAME’ 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

Build Your Kingdom Here https://youtu.be/YcSWpVKKMcs 

 

We are Sent 

 

BENEDICTION 

It is written, 
17 In the last days, God says, 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 

Your young will see visions. 

Your elders will dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my servants, men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
ACTS 2:7-18 CEV 

 
We go forth into God’s world as God’s own children, 

emboldened and encouraged by the power of the Spirit! 

 

http://www.hoppersuniting.church/offering
https://youtu.be/YcSWpVKKMcs


And the blessing of God, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Church on Fire https://youtu.be/n7jPSAk3kFY 

 

The service is ended. 
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