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Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover presides & preaches. 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
The Sentence of the Day: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful; and kindle in us the 
fire of your love.  
  
Opening Hymn: CP 686 She Comes Sailing on the Wind   
                              (Gordon Light, © 1987 Common Cup Company) 

                              Sung by William and Peter Hounsell-Drover 
 
Refrain: 
She comes sailing on the wind, her wings flashing in the sun;  
on a journey just begun, she flies on. 
And in the passage of her flight, her song rings out through the night, 
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 
 
1. Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth, 
like an empty cradle waiting to be filled. 
And from the heart of God the Spirit moved up on the earth, 
like a mother breathing life into her child. 
 
2. Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight 
when the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form. 
Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight, 
and then down the ages still she flew on. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
3. To a gentle girl in Galilee, a gentle breeze she came, 
a whisper softly calling in the dark, 
the promise of a child of peace whose reign would never end, 
Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart. 
 
4. Flying to the river, she waited circling high 
above the child now grown so full of grace. 
As he rose up from the water, she swept down from the sky, 
and she carried him away in her embrace. 
 



(Refrain) 
 
5. Long after the deep darkness that fell upon the world, 
after dawn returned in flame of rising sun, 
the Spirit touched the earth again, again her wings unfurled, 
bringing life in wind and fire as she flew on. 
 
(Refrain) 

Greeting: The immanent breath of God is always in communion with the Word and the Source 
of All… It is the Spirit’s role to dwell in creatures, creating the bond of communion between the 
creature and the life of God . . . The Breath of God escapes the limits of the human and 
embraces the universe and infinitely more. The Spirit is the presence of God at the heart of the 
universe, a mysterious presence that fills the whole universe yet is intimately interior to each 
creature.  

Let us greet one another virtually in silence.  

Take a deep breath. Let it out slowly. Imagine your faith family, your chosen family, or your 
birth family with reverence and awe, noting the communion shared through breathing 
together. Pause to be with the reality of both bodily breath and the divine breath drawing one 
another into an invisible, strengthening union.  

(from Breath of Life, Denis Edwards as found in Rupp, Joyce. Prayer Seeds (p. 170). Ave Maria Press. Kindle 
Edition.) 

Canticle of Praise: Filled with the Fire of Love  
                                         (Rupp, Joyce. Prayer Seeds (p. 174). Ave Maria Press. Kindle Edition.) 

 
Antiphon: “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit” (Gal 5:25). 
 
Let the fire of love be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of joy be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of peace be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of patience be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of kindness be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of generosity be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of faithfulness be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of gentleness be aflame in our hearts and in our lives.  
Let the fire of self-control be aflame in our hearts and in our lives. 
 
Antiphon: “If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit” (Gal 5:25).  

 
 



THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 

Chat @ the Chancel  

Song: River Running in You and Me 
              (Ian MacDonald & Gordon Light; © 2003 Common Cup Company) 

 
River running in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Dancing down to the holy seas, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River laughed on my birthing day, 
wind and water joined in play. 
Soaked my soul in a shining spray 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River singing in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Catch us up in your melody, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
First Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’  



 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel:  

 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

   and your old men shall dream dreams.  

 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

     and they shall prophesy.  

 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

   and signs on the earth below, 

     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  

 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

   and the moon to blood, 

     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  

 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: 104: 25-35, 37 
 
O Lord, how manifold are your works! in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of 
your creatures. 
Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, creatures both small 
and great. 
There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, which you have made for the sport of it. 
All of them look to you to give them their food in due season. 
You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
You hide your face, and they are terrified; you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth. 
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
He looks at the earth and it trembles; he touches the mountains and they smoke. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being. 
May these words of mine please him; I will rejoice in the Lord. 



Bless the Lord, O my soul. * Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let 

Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit.  

 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 

same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them 

in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 

the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 

discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 

just as the Spirit chooses.  

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: G 549 Living Spirit, Holy Fire                    
                                  (Text: Ruth Duck © 2005 GIA Publications; Tune: Lori True © 2007 GIA Publications) 

                                  Sung by Church of the Advent Choir 
 
Gospel: John 20:19-23                                                                                             Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 



Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                        Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover   
 
Affirmation of Faith: Apostles Creed 
 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
 
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
The response to the bidding “Lord, come and bless us”, will be “and fill us with your Spirit.”  
  
Let us pray:  
 
Generous God, we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. We ask that we may be 
strengthened to serve you better.  



Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to make us wise, so we may come 
to better understand your will for all Creation.  
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to keep us confident of your love 
wherever you call us to be in service to all humankind, and to be good stewards of Your gifts.  
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to bring reconciliation and 
wholeness where there is division, sickness and sorrow.  Today, we raise to You the needs of  
your people, remembering Judith, Sheila, Kian, Elmer & Alice, Lucy, Barb, Peter, Mike, Rob, 
Peggy and Abigail,  Carol Ann, Rick & Barb, Brad & Lorna,  Joan,  Maureen, Melissa, Cat and her 
family, and those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.    
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to equip us for the work which you 
have given us.  
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.  
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, given to us by the risen Lord. We ask you to 
keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life.  
We remember today the Anglican Church in Melanesia, the Territory of the People, St Columba 
Port Hardy and the Parish of St Peter and St Paul in Esquimalt.  
Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Generous God, you sent your Holy Spirit upon Jesus at his baptism in the river Jordan, and upon 
the disciples in the upper room in Jerusalem: in your mercy fill us with your life-sustaining Spirit 
that we be the living body of your church in this time and place.   
Gracious Creator, hear our prayers, and make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy 
for ever more.     
 
Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day: God of wind and flame, send your life-giving Spirit upon your people: give 
fire to our words, strength to our witness and boldness to our proclamation of your 
wondrous work in Christ; who, with you and the Spirit, lives and reigns now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer: 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn:   G 744 “As a Fire Is Meant for Burning   
                                             (Ruth Duck, © 1992 GIA Publications) 

 
As a fire is meant for burning 
with a bright and warming flame, 
so the church is meant for mission, 
giving glory to God’s name. 
As we witness to the Gospel, 
we would build a bridge of care, 
joining hands across the nations, 
finding neighbours everywhere.  
   
We are learners; we are teachers; 
we are pilgrims on the way. 
We are seekers; we are givers; 
we are vessels made of clay. 
By our gentle, loving actions, 
we would show that Christ is light. 
In a humble, listening Spirit, 
we would live to God’s delight.  
   



As a green bud in the springtime 
is the sign of life renewed, 
so may we be signs of oneness 
’mid earth’s peoples, many hued. 
As a rainbow lights the heavens 
when a storm is past and gone, 
may our lives reflect the radiance 
of God’s new and glorious dawn. 
 
Commissioning:  
As you enter a new week,  
may you experience God’s presence.   
May you feel God pouring out the Holy Spirit 
over your heads and your thoughts and the words of your lips, 
over your hearts and your feelings and emotions  
and your compassion for all others, 
and over your hands and your feet  
as you put into action all that God commands you.   
We go into the world to live as God’s resurrected people on the breath of God’s holy wind! 
 
 

 
TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Melanesia 

Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 
For S. Columba, Pt. Hardy & Territory of the People Anglican Church.   

 In the Selkirk Region for St. Peter & St. Paul Esquimalt. 
  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Joan, Maureen, Elmer & Alice, Lucy, Barb, Peter, Mike, Rob, Peggy, 

Carol Ann, Rick & Barb, Brad, Lorna, Kian, Sheila, Judith, Melissa plus Cat & Family. 
 


