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Our reading is from the Epistle of 1st Peter Chapter 2 from 

verse 2 through to verse 10 reading from the “The New 

Revised Standard.” 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come 

to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 

God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion a 

stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will 

not be put to shame."  

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

"The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the 

corner," and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them 

fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 

do.  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, 

but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now 

you have received mercy. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God 
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The difference between learning a language and living a language 

is shown by how well we understand the unique idioms of our new 

TGiF world… (Twitter, Google, instagram, Facebook). Living 

languages change and adapt to the worlds they are living in. So 

there is a constant invention of new words and even new 

dictionaries such as the Urban Dictionary. 

 

English has always been “on the move.” What is most familiar to 

you today? Words like “Facebook,” “Twitter,” “iPad,” “Face 

Time,” “Fandango,” “Snap Chat,” “Apps.” These would have been 

gibberish a decade ago. In March of 2014, some of the words 

added to the definitive and prestigious Oxford English Dictionary 

included: crap shoot, honky-tonker, selfie, twerk, wackadoodle, 

bestie, bookaholic, scissor-kick, do-over, DIYer, to name just a 

few. Today these strange new words are guideposts to our daily 

lives. That is the way a “living language” keeps alive. It keeps 

changing. It re-invents itself all the time. A fossil language does 

not communicate and likewise a fossil faith does not communicate, 

much less change the world.  

 

In the first century, there were lots of words being revisited, 

reframed, and reinvented. As the first followers of Jesus 

encountered the reality of the cross and then the shock of the 

empty tomb, the whole concept of “Messiah” was looked over and 

re-examined in a fresh way.  
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From the Hebrew tradition of Isaiah (28:16), God is identified as a 

foundation stone. God is an immovable rock, the primordial solid 

stone. Peter himself had been identified as “petros,” the movable 

stone as opposed to petra, the immovable bedrock. Peter knew his 

own weaknesses all too well and chose to write about a new kind 

of “rock,” a living rock, a changing rock. In Christ Peter’s 

humanness, his insecurities and his strengths and weaknesses 

insecurities will be made solid, as will ours. In other words the 

church will be built upon our human nature and everything that 

makes us human. 

 

Here in 1 Peter, “stones” become living things, not just basic 

building blocks. Stones” become a metaphor for living people, not 

just any people but disciples living a resurrection life of Jesus. 

Peter might have been the most flighty, spontaneous, impulsive, 

momentarily insightful yet weakest of all Jesus’ disciples, but he 

must have had a big heart with loads of love. Peter, the loose stone, 

loose cannon, becomes a key “living stone. 

 

In these early years of the 21st century, we are so used to hearing 

about Jesus being a “building block” and a “cornerstone” that 

“living stone” does not register with us as a completely ridiculous 

image. Living rock? Dead Messiah? Two thousand years later we 

understand that but Christians in the first century were crazy. They 

believed in the power of God issued through God’s son crucified 

on a cross. They believed in forgiveness through self-denial and 

self-control. They believed in the power of love over the power of 

the state.  
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It was revolutionary stuff. It was crazy first century stuff that still 

sounds crazy to many today. These are some of the most 

revolutionary thoughts and metaphors in the history of the world. 

Being a Christian is about being crazy and revolutionary.  

 

In today’s text Peter talks about the power of a “living stone”. A 

“living stone” is a strange, new image. It is right up there with the 

cross, the Roman instrument of execution, as a “good” image and 

redeeming image for people of faith. A “living rock” sounds odd, 

weird to the world. But odd is the beginning of Christian faith, the 

oddness of the sedimentary power of God’s love for all.  

 

If we truly believe that the stone of death has been miraculously 

rolled back, that the tomb Jesus was placed in had been moved, 

then anything is possible. “All things are possible.” Jesus is 

unleashed. Jesus is released. Jesus is “outsourced” in you and in 

me. Jesus is not entombed in a museum or stuck in the past. Jesus 

is a living, active presence in our lives and through us is alive in 

the world. 

 

The ongoing divine power of Jesus, his resurrection presence and 

power, has made tombstones into living stones. The tombstone 

rolled away.  

 

We might not like to admit it, but most of us are good with the fact 

that a big stone was rolled up against Jesus’ tomb. It was a sad but 

simple piece of closure. But that stone did not stay put. Jesus 

escaped the tomb. The stone rolled away. and became a living 

stone.  
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So...why do we keep rolling the stone back? Why do we keep 

putting back the stone over the tomb? Why do we keep trying to 

keep Jesus in his place…where we can contain and control him? 

Why do we block Jesus from leaving the tomb to become the living 

cornerstone of our lives?  

 Are we afraid of a living Lord, a living stone?  

 Does it scare us to hear these words–“Because I live you 

shall live also.” (John 14:19).  

 Do we really want to be a royal “priesthood,” “set apart” not 

from but for the world?  

 Are we afraid of being a force for Christ in the world, a 

people who act in Jesus’ name to heal, bless, and live in the 

holiness of truth?  

 If God can “move” a stone away from a tomb and uncork the 

genie of resurrection, are we afraid of allowing ourselves to 

be “moved” by God? Are we prepared to have our creative 

powers uncorked and set free in the world. 

 Are we not prepared for the stonecutter, known as the Holy 

Spirit, that will chisel our soul uniquely to fit into the 

cornerstone?  

 Are we afraid of the somethings that God will make out of 

your nothings?  

 

The stone has been rolled away so don’t roll the stone back. Don’t 

let your life become the stone that seals Jesus in the sepulcher and 

prevents him from being your living stone of resurrection presence 

and power. With Jesus, the story of God went from being carved in 

stone to being carved in the heart  
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When Jesus appeared in post-resurrection presence, no one 

recognized him right away but through faith they learned not to 

stumble over his appearing but see him and be part of his 

appearings. Resurrection living stones see Christ in everyone and 

everywhere. We don’t see stones however, we see stories of Jesus’ 

resurrection life.  

 

Theologian Megan McKenna tells of a story that circulates in Italy 

about Michelangelo and stones. Whether it is true or not is not 

debated. What it means though is open to interpretation. This is 

how she heard the story. You decide what it means.  

 

Every day, it seems, God would look down from heaven on 

the earth to watch over the people and to see what they were 

up to. And every once in a while God would go to visit the 

people and dwell with them, though usually no one 

recognized the Holy. Sooner or later, however, someone 

would come along and find God and then God would 

disappear from their sight and return to the heavens. And it 

seemed that some of God’s best hiding and watching places 

were in rocks, stones, canyons, caves, wells, and tombs.  

 

One day God's attention was drawn to a commotion that was 

going on around a man in Italy. This man loved stones. All 

day he would chisel away at the barren slabs and after time, 

energy, and painstaking effort, the stone would live. It was 

almost as if he discovered something alive inside the stone 

and went about freeing it with a passion.  

 

He had set many free already and this time he was attempting 

to set God free! For years he had been working on one huge 

piece of marble, and slowly over the years the figure of a 

woman holding the body of her dead son was emerging from 

the rock.  
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God went to Michelangelo and spoke to him. Michelangelo, 

God said, what are you doing?  

 

Lord, he answered, I am setting you free, so that everyone 

will recognize you in everything, in everyone that dwells on 

earth, but especially in all those who suffer unjustly and die 

violently at the hands of others and in those who mourn for 

the loss of such vibrant life. I don't want people to forget you. 

My Lord, since your child came to us, you don't have to pick 

and choose your places of rest; he left your Spirit 

everywhere. We just have to discover it, touch it and reveal it 

to others.  

 

Indeed, that's what it means to live. That’s what it means to be 

living stones. That’s what it means to be the witness of Christ in 

our world! The stone is rolled away! Amen! 


