
“In those days … every man did that  
which was right in his own eyes.”   

Judges 21:25 KJV 

Bible Study #9— Spiritual Compromise 
  Scripture: Judges 17-18 
       May 31 , 2020 

 

Review: * Cycle of Sin: Idolatry– the major sin (Judg.21:2) 

      * Deterioration of Judges 

     Question: How did this cycle of sin effect Israel –  
  its’ people, society, culture? 

Storyboard #1– Micah  Jdg.17:1-6 
• A dysfunctional family– theft, a curse & blessings 
• “Consecrate  (silver) to the Lord” (vs.3) - What?  
• A Household of Idols— “Teraphim” (household gods); 

Ephod (Priest robe); carved & cast Idols 

• Setting up your own religion (2 Tim.4:3-4)  

 Result:  Money becomes an Idol 
 

Storyboard #2– Levite (Jonathan)  Jdg.17:7-13 
• A travelling Levite – looking for a home 
• A job offer – a promotion with a great financial 

package 
• The cost: Spiritual integrity 

          Judg.17:13 “Micah, Now know I that the Lord will do me good, seeing I 
  have a Levite to my priest.” KJV 

 Result:  Consecration becomes Apostacy 

 

Storyboard #3– Tribe of Dan  Jdg.18:1-11 
• Wandering away from God’s will 

• Stopping for the night: a priest & room full of idols 

• Judg.18:6 “...the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before the Lord is 
  your way wherein ye go.” KJV  - What?  

• A vulnerable people– Laish (north of Galilee)  
 Result:  Significance becomes  Indifference 
 

Storyboard #4– Plunder  Jdg.18:12-31 
• Taking what was not theirs– 600 armed warriors 
  - Land (killed, destroyed, conquered) 
  - Idols and the priest 

• Bully– threatening; intimidate; genocide 
• Renamed town; established priest and religion 

 Result:  Longing becomes  Lust 

 
 



 

2 Tim 4:3-4  “For the time 
will come when men will not 
put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own  
desires, they will gather 
around them a great number 
of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. 
They will turn their ears away 
from the truth and turn aside 
to myths.”  NIV 
 
John 3:19-21 “This is the        
verdict: Light has come into 
the world, but men loved 
darkness instead of light   
because their deeds were 
evil.  Everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and will not 
come into the light for fear 
that his deeds will be        
exposed. But whoever lives 
by the truth comes into the 
light, so that it may be    
seen plainly that what he  
has  done has been done 
through God." NIV 
 
 
 

Application:  
After you have listened to the sermon from our website (YouTube), take some 
personal time to consider the following application questions: 
1.  How do those in this world today worship money? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How have you seen spiritual leaders compromise “the Faith” 
 in order to gain (power, wealth, money, security, acceptance, 
 position)?  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Have you seen people stop their ministry in order to gain the 
 things of this world (volunteer ministry, professional ministry)? 
 Discuss. Explain how “the things of  this world” can distract you 
 from doing those things God has called you to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Have you watched a ‘brother or sister’ leave the faith in order 
 to get wealth, security, meaning, significance…. from the 
 things of this world? Explain. How did their leaving impact 
 you. 
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Read ahead: Next week we will look at one of the most bizarre            

passages in all of Scripture. Read Judges 19-21 for next Sunday. 

(Warning its “R” rated).  


