
1 Cor 3 - A Firm Foundation

Starter: I’ve joked before that if I wasn’t a follower of Jesus I’d be a follower of Tim Keller (Author 
and Pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York). Who have you considered worthy 
of following (besides Jesus) and why?!!
Read 1 Corinthians 3.!!
Q. What’s the problem that Paul’s trying to address with the Corinthian church in this chapter 
and why is it a problem?!!
Q. What does Paul see as the solution?!!
My take on this chapter is that, true to form, the Greek audience has chosen their leader to be 
the speaker who most impressed them. Some say that’s Paul, others Apollos (and still others 
Peter (Cephas)). But this misses the point because when Paul went to them he didn’t try to sell 
his own theology but he was building on the foundation of Jesus Christ (v11).!!
Q. In verses 12-15 Paul talks about building on top of this foundation. What exactly is he 
saying? What is the building being built? What does he mean by v13 (“Day” and “fire” 
specifically)?!!
Q. How do you interpret the idea of “reward” and “loss” in verses 14 and 15?!!
Paul paints a picture of works built on top of a work already done for us. It’s a structure built on 
top of the gospel message. A day of judgement will reveal which of those works were selfish and 
which of them have lasting value. !!
Read Matthew 7:24-27.!!
Q. Do you see any correlation between what Jesus is saying and what Paul is saying in this 
passage or are they just sharing a metaphor (“building on a solid foundation”)?!!
I think they’re both talking about the church being built on a foundation of the gospel (vv16-17 
note the “you” is plural in the Greek). With this said, the people who make up the church are 
being built together by the Spirit into a solid structure (see also Eph 2:19-22).!!
I think that, like that Corinthian church, we are prone to put our faith in things other than Jesus. 
For instance, we like to take things into our own hands instead of trusting God or we like things 
to be “just so” rather than seeking God’s guidance. This means that we’re not building on a solid 
foundation.!!
Whenever we put ourselves in such an elevated position above God it’s like we’re saying, “I 
follow ME” rather than “I follow Jesus”. We make OURSELVES the foundation of everything we 
do. When we do that we’re like babies who haven’t started on solid food yet. Our Father wants 
to feed us solid food but until we grow up he can’t. Church (and life) is never about us, it’s all 
about Jesus. !!
Final: How important are you in the church? Hopefully you see it as a paradox - you’re really not 
important in the slightest because it’s all about Jesus and not about you. However, you being 
part of the church is essential otherwise how can we be a solid structure with bricks missing?


