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Re-openings: Caution and Care 
by Bishop David Lehmann

That old cliché, “God willing and the creek don’t rise” has 
come to mind of recent.  As we plan to re-open the 
churches across the diocese it’s all based on hope.  Hope 
that community spread of COVID-19 has not jumped as a 
result of recent loosening of restrictions, and of course 
barring natural disasters!

Caution and Care
On May 22nd, I released a guide for re-opening the Diocese.  
Some found this document rather overwhelming.  There are 
some marked differences in how we can worship in person 
during this pandemic.  Each congregation is invited to 
develop a plan that works best for them.  Once a date for 
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Morning Prayer 

Monday - Saturday ~ 8 am 
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Mid-day Prayer 

Monday - Saturday ~ 12:15 

St. Andrew’s Cathedral 
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Nightly  
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9:30 pm PT on Vimeo 
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YouTube, and Vimeo 
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re-opening has been given, each congregation will need to 
supply a plan for approval.  The intent is to ensure that all 
aspects of the re-opening have been thought through and 
steps are in place by the Church Committee to ensure 
everyone’s care.  This is not merely a clergy task, but the 
work of the whole parish.  These plans are due in 10 days 
prior to re-opening the congregation.

What’s changed?
Moving forward there will be a number of changes to our 
live in-person worship.  First, we will need to maintain 
physical distancing.  A maximum of 50 people per service, or 
what the space can accommodate.  If we rope off every 
other pew and limit one family per pew, that would be one 
way to seat people and respect the bubble.  There will be no 
singing until this pandemic passes.  At first, there will be no 
Eucharist as we get accustomed to this new way of 
gathering.  Additionally, there will be no Fellowship time 
after worship.  At the conclusion of worship, we will exit the 
building while maintaining personal distance.  This will take 
some time to get used to.

What will stay the same?
Most importantly, God’s love for each one of us!  And our 
love for one another.  Online services will continue on 
Sundays for those who elect not to go to church.  I will 
continue with nightly Compline services.  Faith formation 
programs will continue on Zoom, and thanks to everyone 
participating in the diocesan Invited course!  Congregations 
are encouraged to have Zoom Fellowship Hour, as the 
Cathedral does on Sundays at 11:15 am.

I am often reminded that in Scripture waiting is not a 
passive thing, but active.  We are actively waiting on the 
Lord.  Let us be in constant prayer as we wait.  Pray for the 
church, your congregation, your clergy, and your witness as 
we live faithfully through this pandemic.  May God 
continue to bless you and your loved ones.
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Bishop’s Travels 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, all of Bishop 
David’s travels have been 
canceled until further notice.  
As we do not know when 
social-distancing will end, 
please watch our Facebook 
page for updates! 

Camp Caledonia 

Our 2020 have been 

cancelled! 

  

www.campcaledonia.ca

http://www.campcaledonia.ca
http://www.campcaledonia.ca
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Summer Ministry  
a welcome and some hope

The Diocese received a grant this year to have a seminarian 
at Camp Caledonia.  While Cal Camp is closed due to 
COVID-19, our seminarian will be ministering with us 
remotely.  Mathew McPhee starts on June 1st and will be 
working on taking the On Eagles’ Wings Summer Bible 
School program and developing for family use around the 
Diocese and across northern Canada.  It is an exciting 
adaption of our camp program and a new partnership with 
On Eagles’ Wings Ecumenical Ministry.

Mathew’s brief bio - 
My name is Mathew McPhee, 
and I am delighted to work 
with this Diocese for my 
summer placement! I am a 2nd 
year postulant and seminarian 
of the Diocese of Edmonton, 
currently studying at Wycliffe 
College in the University of 
Toronto. Originally having 
grown up in Cape Breton, N.S., 
my immediate family relocated 
to northern Alberta in 2006 for 
work. I have been discerning the 
priesthood for four to five years in various modes of 
theological study (Newman Theological College, Edmonton, 
is my alma mater). Beyond theology and pastoral care, I also 
enjoy painting, reading, and hiking. I can’t wait to meet 
everyone in the Diocese, even if over Zoom! Thank you so 
much for this placement opportunity. 

Welcome Mathew!  Great to have you join us.
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Synod Postponed 

In response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Diocesan Executive 
unanimously moved to 
postpone Diocesan Synod.  
The new dates are October 
16-17, 2020.  Details will 
follow. 

Ruby’s Suggestion 

Letting go – giving it up to 
God 

Lou Elias in his book Set 
Yourself Free has as his 
second to the last step in 
healing: “drop it.”  If you 
have been wronged, you 
need not only to forgive 
and also to stop obsessing 
about the issue.  I agree 
with Lou, but I my take on 
the action is slightly 
different.  I offer my 
grudges and anger up to 
God.  Raising my arms 
when I sing a hymn, I think 
of giving God all those 
troubles.  This is an 
acknowledgement that God 
is in charge – not me.  If I am 
to be of any use to God and 
my neighbour, I need to be 
free of my anger.  It takes 
time to “let go”- “drop it” – 
“offer it up” however you 
picture it, but it is a 
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Backyard Summer Bible School 2020
It doesn’t feel like summer and parents are trying very hard 
to home school right now.  Why not add some faith and fun 
to the mix?!  By partnering with On Eagle’s Wings and 
utilizing their 2020 curriculum, C.L.A.P. - Christ Loves All 
People, the Diocese of Caledonia and Camp Caledonia will 
be offering Backyard Summer Bible School packages 
complete with instructional videos for families.  During 
these difficult days, a reminder of Jesus’s love is a good 
thing.  Details are forth coming.  If you know anyone who 
would like to receive a kit, please let the Synod Office know.

The National Indigenous Ministry will be hosting its first 
ever online Gospel Jamboree on June 5th at 6:00 pm 
Eastern or 3:00 pm Pacific.  More details can be found at: 
https://www.anglican.ca/im/gospeljam/

June Services 

June 7th Trinity Sunday - Bishop David Lehmann

June 14th Pentecost 2 - The Primate

June 21st Pentecost 3 - Archbishop Mark MacDonald

June 28th Pentecost 4 - Mathew McPhee (Intern) 

The services are led from St. Andrew’s Cathedral and have 
participants from across the diocese assisting.
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necessary step.  Give it a try 
– not 7 times but 70x7!  

Ruby McBeth is a Lay Reader 
in the North Peace Parish 

Social Media 

Please look for the Diocese 
on  

Facebook @dioCaledonia 

Vimeo by searching for the 
Diocese of Caledonia or 
vimeo.com/user110118524 

YouTube Channel   
 Diocese of Caledonia  

Tithing Options 

One of the concerns 
expressed is how we can 
continue to support the 
mission and ministry of the 
local congregations.  Easy!  
Either arrange to mail in or 
drop off post-dated 
cheques, complete the 
forms on the Diocesan 
website for direct debit, or 
go to CanadaHelps.org and 
donate to your parish or the 
Diocese.  For more 
information, please contact 
your clergy. 

PayPal Giving Fund Canada 
is a new option with 100% 
of the gift going to the 
charity! 

http://vimeo.com/user110118524
http://CanadaHelps.org
http://vimeo.com/user110118524
http://CanadaHelps.org
https://www.anglican.ca/im/gospeljam/
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