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Romans 8 
“The Author’s Great Story” 

Romans 8:28-30 
Delivered during the COVID-19 crisis via Livestream at Central Baptist Church on May 31, 2020 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 1) During this Covid-19 season, we are doing a series through Romans 
chapter 8. What is so wonderful about this chapter is that that Paul shows us not only 
how we can endure hard things in life but how we can even rise above them.   

o He says it is possible to not only conquer things like pain, suffering, and death 
but to more than conquer them. 

 Think of all this like the game that kids play when they are swimming.  They get a ball of 
some kind, like a basketball, and then they push it down and try to hold it under the 
water.  But of course, they can never do it for very long because the ball always bursts 
back to the surface. 

o Paul is saying that anyone who has Jesus Christ in their life can possess this kind 
of buoyancy.  There are many things in life that will push you down.  You may 
even be held under for a long time.   

 But this passage is like air.  The more of it you get into yourself, the more 
you inflate.  And the more you inflate the more you cannot be held down 
and burst back to the surface.  

 So how can you get this buoyancy?  Answer: read God’s big story. It is when you know 
God’s big story and your place within it that you become unsinkable.    

o In our passage today, Paul says we must read God’s big story in three specific 
ways. First, read the last page.  Second, read the storyboard.  Third, read the verb 
tense. 

 
READ THE LAST PAGE 

 Do you want to be able to face anything and be unsinkable?  Then the first thing you 
must do is (SHOW SLIDE 2) read the last page. 

o What difference would it have made to Cinderella when she was struggling 
under her stepmother if she somehow knew that all her struggles would 
eventually lead to her marrying the prince and living happily ever after?   

 Characters in stories never know how it will end.  But what if they did?  
What difference would it make?  It wouldn’t make the pain and 
difficulties go away but they would never despair or lose hope.  They 
would say, “This is so hard but I know that this event is part of a chain of 
events that leads to my final and total happiness.” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 3) Listen, you are part of the big story of this universe.  Your story 
will have many trials and difficulties.  But God, the great Author, has told you how it all 
ends so that you will never despair or lose hope.  If you belong to Jesus Christ, the story 
ends in the greatest happily ever after you can possibly imagine. 
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o And right here in Romans 8:28-30 we get to read a preview of the last page of 
God’s big story.  Romans 8:28 declares that (SHOW SLIDE 4) “for those who love 
God all things work together for good.”   

 This promise is for every Christian! God is taking “all things” in the stories 
of our lives and weaving them together so they will work out for our 
ultimate good. 

 That word “good” summarizes how the story ends.  So, what is this good that God is 
working everything toward for his people?  He defines it in two ways in these verses.  In 
verse 29 he defines it as being (SHOW SLIDE 5) “conformed to the image of His Son” 
and in verse 30 he summarizes it all with one word: all God’s children will be (SHOW 
SLIDE 6) “glorified.” 

o This is all referring to the same thing.  Your ultimate good is to be completely 
transformed to be like Jesus.  That begins in this life when you give your life to 
Jesus but will fully occur when Jesus returns.  This moment is described as our 
glorification. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 7) What is glorification?  It is the final step in God’s great 
story of saving his people through Jesus Christ.  It is that moment when 
Jesus returns, raises his people from the dead, gives them immortal 
bodies like his own, and brings them to dwell with God on a new earth 
that is free from all suffering. 

 This is how the story ends.  This is the last page before a whole new story begins in 
God’s new world. Do you see it then?  If you have given your life to Jesus, you will get 
everything you have ever longed for.    

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 8) Do you long for a heart like Jesus that loves God and 
doesn’t even desire to sin?  You will get it for you will be conformed to the image 
of His Son. 

o Do you long for a body like that of Jesus that is immortal and powerful that has 
no chronic pain and cannot get sick or die? You will get it for you will conformed 
to the image of his Son. 

o Do you long to be reunited with Christians who have died and to enter a world 
where there is no arguing, no backstabbing, no lying, no funerals, and no family 
dysfunction? You will get it for you will be conformed to the image of His Son. 

 The Russian novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky put this so well in his famous novel The 
Brothers Karamazov.   

o One of his characters says, (SHOW SLIDE 9) “I have a childlike conviction that 
the sufferings will be healed and smoothed over . . . and that ultimately, at the 
world’s finale, in the moment of eternal harmony, there will occur and be 
revealed something so precious that it will suffice for all hearts [and] justify 
everything that has happened with men—let this . . . come true and be 
revealed.” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 10) Do you feel deflated from how hard life can be?  Do you feel like 
you are being pushed so far down that you can’t even see the light of the surface 
anymore? 
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o Then read the last page of the story.  Knowing the end doesn’t remove the 
hardship and pain but it does pump air into your deflated heart.  You can say, 
“This is so hard but I know that this event is part of a chain of events that God 
is using to bring about my final and total happiness.” 

 Read the last page of the story. 
 
READ THE STORYBOARD 

 That is powerful enough but Paul wants to fill your deflated heart with even more air. If 
you want to be unsinkable then the second thing Paul says you must do is (SHOW SLIDE 
11) read the storyboard. 

o Before authors of books write their story, they sit down and plan it out.  It is the 
same with movies.  Typically, authors make what is called a storyboard. A 
storyboard is simply an outline of the main points along the story’s timeline.   

 So by reading the storyboard you can know how it all goes before the 
books is written or before the movie is filmed.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 12) Now imagine if Cinderella was somehow able to access Walt 
Disney’s storyboard.  Imagine a character being able to read the author’s storyboard.  
She would not only learn how it all ends but she would see Walt’s entire plan for the 
story of her life.  She could say, “I know that Walt is working everything out for my 
good.” 

o Now listen, God, the Great Author, planned out the story of his universe before 
he created it.  He storyboarded it so to speak.  And to our absolute amazement, 
the God has allowed us to read his storyboard.   

 Why has he allowed us to do this?  It is not to satisfy your curiosity.  It is 
to convince you that God truly is working everything for your good.  
When you are convinced of this, you become unsinkable! 

 Let’s put verses 28-30 on the screen. (SHOW SLIDE 13 ) “his purpose”)  
o We’ve seen that verse 28 is a promise that God is working out everything for our 

final good.  But at the end of the verse he shows us the ultimate reason why this 
is true.  If you truly are a Christian then it because you have been “called 
according to his purpose.”  This is the key phrase.  God has a purpose for the 
lives of his people.  God has a plan for his people.  There is a storyboard for your 
life.    

 Do you want to read it? It’s right there in verses 29-30.  These two verses 
are God’s storyboard for his people’s lives.  And what you discover is that 
God’s story for your life involves five distinct chapters. 

 In order to clearly see these five chapters, let’s temporarily remove these phrases about 
being conformed to the image of his Son and Christ being the firstborn. 

o (SHOW SLIDE 14) “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined . . . 30 And 
those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 

 So, notice that God’s storyboard for his people’s lives has five distinct 
chapters: 1) foreknowledge, 2) predestination, 3) calling, 4) justification, 
and 5) glorification. 
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 Now I can already feel some of you getting really tense because we just brought up this 
word “predestination.”  Some Christians get really stressed out about this word.  It 
raises their blood pressure and they engage in heated debate about it.  It fills with them 
angst that God is not fair.  But let me just help us all to relax here.   

o First, let’s simply recognize that this is a biblical word.  John Calvin did not invent 
predestination.  If it is in the Bible then God put it there to help you.  

o But second, I want you to notice that Paul does not bring up debates about it.  
Rather, he brings it up in the context of giving you comfort and assurance that   
God truly is working everything out for your good.   

 
CHAPTER 1: GOD SET HIS LOVE UPON YOU BEFORE HE CREATED THE WORLD 

 So, are you ready to read God’s storyboard?  Let’s do it.  
o Here’s the big point we will learn by reading God’s storyboard. (SHOW SLIDE 15) 

you can know God is working all things out for your good because God has 
always been working for your good.   

 All five chapters on God’s storyboard are going to prove this to you.   
 In chapter one you learn that (SHOW SLIDE 16) Chapter 1: God set his love upon you 

before he created the world.   
o As you start to read God’s storyboard you will be shocked to discover that God’s 

has been working for your good before you were even born.  No, correct that!  
He has been working for your good before the stars and planets were even born.  

 Look at verse 29.  (SHOW SLIDE 17) “For those whom he foreknew.”  Of course, God 
knows the future and knew everyone who would ever live but that is not what he is 
referring to here.  When the Bible talks about God knowing someone it means he has 
set his love upon them.  For instance, in Matthew 7 Jesus says that he will say to some 
people on judgement day, “I never knew you” (Mt 7:23). This doesn’t mean Jesus has 
never heard of them.  It means he has no relationship with them. 

o This is the entire old Testament background of the word.  In Genesis 4:1 we read, 
(SHOW SLIDE 18) “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore 
Cain.”  Does that mean Adam introduced himself to Eve—“Madame, my name is 
Adam”—and when they knew each other existed a baby suddenly popped out?   
Of course not.  It doesn’t mean he learned about the existence of Eve.   

 It means they knew each other in the most intimate possible way within a 
relationship of love.  

 If you belong to Jesus, you can know with certainty that God is working everything out 
for your good because he has always been doing this.  He set his love upon you before 
he created the world.   

 
CHAPTER 2: GOD DETERMINED YOUR DESTINATION BEFORE HE CREATED THE WORLD 

 That brings us to chapter 2 of Author’s storyboard.  God didn’t just set his love on you.  
In the second place, (SHOW SLIDE 19) Chapter 2: God determined your destination 
before he created the world.  Look at verse 29.  (SHOW SLIDE 20) “For those whom he 
foreknew, he also predestined.”   
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o Again, don’t get scared off by this word.  It means to determine a destination 
ahead of time.  So, what is the end goal, what is the destination that God fixed 
for you?  Look at the next phrase in verse 29.  (SHOW SLIDE 21) “For those 
whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son.” 

 This word “predestined” should be one of the most comforting words 
you’ve ever heard for it declares that long before the Great Author wrote 
you into his story, he decided that he would bring you into that glorious 
happily ever after we talked about earlier.   

 
CHAPTER 3: GOD CALLED YOU TO HIMSELF 

 That brings us to the third chapter on God’s storyboard.  To ensure you get to that final 
destination chapter 3 says, (SHOW SLIDE 22) Chapter 3: God called you to himself.  
Look at verse 30.  (SHOW SLIDE 23) “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined. 
. . . And those whom he predestined he also called.” 

o Sometimes people say, “if God has predestined certain people to salvation then 
there is no point in evangelism.”  But right here we see how wrong this is.  God 
calls people to himself through the preaching of the good news about Jesus.   

 As the message of Jesus Christ goes out, God uses it to call all those 
whom he foreknew and predestined.  This is not a general call like when a 
preacher tells everyone about Jesus.  This is a specific call like when Jesus 
stood before the tomb of Lazarus.  Lazarus is dead.  But then Jesus calls 
his specific name.  He says, “Lazarus, come out.”  And when Jesus calls his 
name Lazarus receives new life and comes out. 

 You and I are dead in our sin.  But in his grace, God sends people to share the good news 
of Jesus with us.  As that general call comes to us, the Holy Spirit makes it come to us 
individually.  The Spirit says, “Barton, come out.  John, come out. Michaela, come out.” 

o How do you know if God has called your name?  Very simple: you have 
responded to the call to believe in Jesus and be saved.  If you don’t care about 
Jesus and don’t see a need for him to save you then you are still dead in your 
sins.  But if you have responded it means God has called you. 

 
CHAPTER 4: GOD JUSTIFIED YOU 

 Having called us God did another thing to ensure we reach our final destination.  
Chapter four of God’s storyboard declares that (SHOW SLIDE 24) Chapter 4: God 
justified you.  Look at verse 30.  (SHOW SLIDE 25) “For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined. . . . And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom 
he called he also justified.” 

o You cannot reach the final destination while you are guilty of sin.  And so God 
also performs this good act of justification for you.  God the Judge declares all 
those who place their faith in Jesus to be not guilty, to be blameless, and to be 
perfect in his sight.   
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CHAPTER 5: GOD GLORIFIED YOU 
 And that brings us to the end for which God is working all things; to the final and 

ultimate good; to the thing God predestined us to. The final chapter on God’s 
storyboard declares that (SHOW SLIDE 26) Chapter 5: God glorified you.   

o Look at verse 30.  (SHOW SLIDE 27) “For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined. . . . And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified.” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 28) Do you see how reading God’s storyboard makes you 
unsinkable?  God has allowed you to read his storyboard, not to satisfy your curiosity or 
to start debates but so that you might know with certainty that He truly is working out 
everything in your life out for good.   

o You can know this because he has always been working for your good.  God 
foreknew you. God predestined you. God called you. God justified you. And God 
will glorify you.   

 Read the Author’s storyboard.   
 
READ THE VERB TENSE 

 All that should be enough but there is one last pump of air that will so inflate your heart 
that it will enable you to burst back to the surface. 

o In the final place, if you want to become unsinkable, then (SHOW SLIDE 29) Read 
the verb tense. 

 We saw that Paul uses five verbs to describe what God does for his people: (SHOW 
SLIDE 30) foreknew, predestined, called, justified, and glorified.  Did anything strike you 
as odd when we read this?  The odd part is the last verb.  Why is it so odd?  That’s right!  
It is written in the past tense.  It says he “glorified” us.  But how can that be?  We saw 
that glorification is the last step in God’s story that takes place in the future when Jesus 
returns. 

o It makes sense that all the other verbs are in the past tense because, if you have 
become a Christian, they have already happened.  But how can it be said that we 
are already glorified when this is a future event?  Did Paul mess up his verb tense 
here?  No!   

 He did this on purpose.  Paul is saying that (SHOW SLIDE 31) when God 
makes a plan it is as good as done before it even starts.  If you belong to 
Jesus then your future glorification is so guaranteed that it might as well 
have already happened.  

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 32) Oh, let this fill your soul with air.  Breathe it in.  How can you 
know that God is working everything in your life out for your ultimate good, especially 
when your circumstances seem to say the opposite? 

o You can know with absolute certainty because God’s purpose was to set his love 
on you, to determine your final destination, to call you to himself, to justify you 
through Jesus Christ, and to bring you into the happily ever after.  

 Will the Almighty God fail to accomplish what he planned?   
 Will the Sovereign Creator fail to finish what he started?   
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 Will he who has been working good for you from before the universe 
began fail to keep working all things out for your good?   

 Absolutely not!  “He who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

 The point of all this is to give you absolute certainty!  You and I are Cinderalla.  We are in 
the middle of our stories.  There is much that is against us.  But God has allowed us to 
read the last page to see how it ends, he has allowed us to read his storyboard so we 
can see the entire story, and all this is meant to fill us with certainty that he is working 
for our good.   

o Paul does not say, “we hope that God works out everything for our good.”  No, 
he says, “we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good.” 

 This is what made Paul unsinkable and what can make you unsinkable as 
well.   

 
THERE WAS ONLY ONE LION 

 In The Chronicles of Narnia series there is a book called the The Horse and His Boy.  The 
boy is named Shasta. Shasta is raised by the Calormen people who reject Aslan the 
Creator of Narnia and worship a god named Tash. 

o Shasta’s life is very difficult. He is raised by a fisherman who found him as a baby 
lying half dead in a boat.  One time he gets chased by a lion and is forced to swim 
for his life.  Another time he has to hide in a graveyard overnight to escape wild 
beasts.  On yet another occasion, he journeys across a desert. A lion attacks him 
and injures his horse but he manages to read the destination where he meets 
King Lune. It seems that everything is against him and he is in despair. 

 One night he suddenly senses a powerful presence beside him.  He 
cannot see it but a Voice speaks and eventually Shasta shares his life 
story and ends by reflecting on how unfortunate he has been. 

 “I do not call you unfortunate,” said the Large Voice. “Don’t you think it was bad luck 
to meet so many lions?” said Shasta.   

o (SHOW SLIDE 33) “There was only one lion. . . I was the lion.” said the Voice. “I 
was the lion who forced you to join with Aravis. I was the cat who comforted 
you among the houses of the dead. I was the lion who drove the jackals from 
you as you slept. (SHOW SLIDE 34) I was the lion who gave the Horses the new 
strength of fear for the last mile so that you should reach King Lune in time. 
And I was the lion you do not remember who pushed the boat in which you 
lay, a child near death, so that it came to shore where a man sat, wakeful at 
midnight, to receive you.” 

 Shasta turns to see that the Voice is actually a lion.  The lion is Aslan himself—Aslan, the 
Creator of all Narnia.  Shasta falls at Aslan’s feet as he suddenly realizes that the Creator 
has been working for his good his whole life.   

o This good continues and finds its completion when Shasta is there in the final 
book in the series—the book that describes how Aslan recreates Narnia and 
brings all those who are his own into a glorious new world.  
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CONCLUSION 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 35) If you do not belong to Jesus, today is the day to fall at his feet 
and call on him to save you.  He wants nothing but your good.  If you do belong to Jesus 
then allow these verses to breath new air into your deflated soul. 

o You can be certain that God is working all things for your good, even if it seems 
like that is not the case.  You can be certain of this because he has been working 
for your good since before creation.   

 One day the Voice behind these words will reveal himself. He will show 
you how he was overruling everything for your good.  He will bring you 
into his new world. 


