
© rod miller May 2020 

THE DECALOGUE – WORD #10 – SATISFACTION 
Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21  “You must not covet … anything … that belongs to your neighbor.” 

How satisfied are we with our lives?  Do we live with a sense of thankfulness for the provision of God and the 
things He has blessed us with, or do we have a sense of acquisitive longing for what we don’t have, but others do?  
This fundamental existential question permeates our world today.  It is especially pertinent in western society 
where the underlying foundation of modern marketing is to create a sense of NEED and how that need can be 
met by the product that is being offered.  This is usually presented at a very base emotional level that seeks to 
bypass our higher cognitive functions.  If we stopped and thought about it we would probably say either “No”, or 
“not right now”.  But when something is presented to a basic appetite of our humanity it is hard to ignore.   

What are the things that this command says we are not to covet?  It starts out with our neighbor’s spouse and 
moves to their house, land, amenities, and items that make life easier and “livable”.  If we reduce these to 
fundamental needs they can represent sex, security, status and self-actualization.  All of these (supposedly) 
contribute towards our ultimate satisfaction with life.   

Why then are we not to covet or earnestly desire these things?  Are they not worthy of our longing hearts?  To 
put it another way, who has never longed for them?  It seems that covetousness is built right into the base code 
of our nature.  The trouble is that using that logic we can justify many different and harmful types of behaviours.  
Yes, covetousness is part of our (old) nature but God calls us to a higher standard in this command and elsewhere 
in his word.  

This command strikes to the heart of the issue between Need and Want.  There is always more to want.  Need 
however, can be satisfied.  We can actually find ourselves in the position where we do not really need any more 
things to have a happy life.  On the other hand, Want is when we look up from our present state and say “although 
I do not really need it, I really want more.”  The apostle Paul in Philippians 4 exhorts us to “Rejoice in the Lord 
ALWAYS” and “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.”  In the middle of the chapter he confess that, “I know what it is to be in need, and 
I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”  He 
concludes the chapter with “And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ 
Jesus.”   

So the focus of our needs and wants should not be “What” but “Who”.  Paradoxically it is not sinful to covet more 
of God.  Paul says this plainly earlier in the book of Philippians chapter 3 “I want to know (more of) Christ . . . Not 
that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  So while we should not covet appeals to our base 
or old nature and what belongs to others, it is a good thing to covet more of what will enhance and build up our 
new nature in Christ.  Jesus alludes to this in Matthew 6:25-34 when he sums up what he has been saying about 
worry, possessions, and need “But seek first his (God’s) kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things (you’ve 
been concerned about) will be given to you as well.  

So the next time you lift up your eyes to see what is around you do it with a sense of thankfulness instead of 
covetousness.  There is so much to be thankful for, especially when we can rest assured in God’s promise that he 
will provide for the needs we really have.  After all as the one who created us he knows us better than we do 
ourselves – Psalm 139.   

Having more of anything has never made anyone satisfied.  But having more of God and his presence in our lives 
can make us the most satisfied people on the planet (and beyond!). 


