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FGBC: Easter Sunday: I have Seen the Lord 
John 20:1-18 
April 1, 2018 
Dan Hoffman 

 
Take your Bible out.  Today we are in John chapter 20. 
 
When I was doing my pastoral training in school, and we were looking at funerals, my 
mentor told me that the very first thing you do when you are leading a service like this, 
is tell people why they are there.   
 
So if you have ever been to a funeral they usually start with words like: “We are 
gathered here today to celebrate the life that Jim lived and to join with each other in 
remembering and honouring him.” 
 
And I suppose the reasoning behind an introduction like this is that if there is anyone 
who is there by mistake they will know what is going on. 
 
Now today we are celebrating Easter, and so we are at a resurrection not a funeral, but 
that also means there may be some people who feel they are here by accident.    
 
If this is you, you don’t need to be embarrassed.  But I think it is worth addressing that 
being here might feel a bit strange.  Like somehow you woke up today and ended up in 
a church service - how did this happen? 
 
Maybe some of you know exactly how it happened.  You’ve got a demanding friend or 
family member, and they dragged you here.  Or maybe you grew up in a family that 
came to church on Christmas and Easter and so maybe you are paying your dues.   
 
However you find yourself here we want to welcome you.  Happy Easter! 
… 
I want to start with a question today.  And here’s the context for the question:  We live in 
a world full of “fake news.”  And in this world if you have a land line, at least half the 
phone calls you get are scams.  And if you have an email address then your spam 
folder is full of letters starting with the greeting “Attention Beneficiary.”  With this kind of 
context how do you determine that something is false when you read or hear it? 
 
A few days back I had a little fun with this.  I keep getting this call that my reservation 
number from a recent Marriot Hotel booking has been selected to receive a free night’s 
stay.  Now I have booked with Marriot Hotel recently and so I asked.  Oh great!  Which 
reservation number was it that was selected?  These was a bit of silence, and then they 
responded, we don’t have that information.   
 
Hmm funny.  I’ve been selected to win by reference number, but the winning reference 
number isn’t available.  Makes you wonder.  No doubt you’ve wondered the same thing. 
… 
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But in a world like ours where lies are often presented as truth two questions rise to the 
surface.  And the two questions are first: What do I believe actually happened?  And 
second, and more importantly: Does what happened have any affect on me or not?   
 
Now these aren’t the same questions.  The first one is an objective truth question.  That 
means either something has happened, or it hasn’t.  So either China has closed the 
door on accepting the world’s dirty recyclables, or it hasn’t.  Either a Kamloops man has 
attempted to sue a 10-year-old girl after jogging into her bike, or he hasn’t.  But 
regardless of what has or hasn’t happened, the second question is the one most of us 
are asking ourselves – and that is does this have any affect on my life or doesn’t it?  
This is what we do with news. 
 
Now when it comes to the Bible, the biggest news in Scripture centers around the 
resurrection of Jesus.  So the claim is that after suffering at the hands of Roman 
professional executioners for the better part of a day – being mocked, beaten, whipped, 
crucified and stabbed – Jesus died.  That part isn’t all that surprising, that’s what 
happened to tens of thousands of people the Romans executed in similar manner.   
 
But what is unique about Jesus is that three days later He rose from the dead.  That’s 
the truth claim.  And historically either it happened or it didn’t.  And the truth or falsity of 
this claim used to matter to people.   
 
The idea was if you believed that Jesus actually rose from the dead then that would 
change your life.  And you would give yourself to following Jesus.  But if you determined 
that the resurrection hadn’t happened, then you would build your life of this conviction 
and intentionally oppose Christianity.  The veracity or falsity of Jesus’ resurrection had 
obvious implications on your life. 
 
But today we live in a postmodern world where a new factor has entered the equation.  
And that is whether or not I want a certain fact to affect me or not.  So if I find something 
helpful then I incorporate it into my life, but if I don’t find something beneficial to me 
then, regardless of whether it is true or not, I just don’t worry about it much. 
 
And if you read anything in the news or on social media you do this every day.  So stuff 
happens – often terrible or amazing stuff – and we say “oh man, that’s huge”, and then 
we go on living our lives without it having any affect on our daily activity at all.  
 
And so similarly, today it is very possible to encounter people who believe that Jesus 
rose from the dead, but live unaffected by this. 
 
In the Postmodern world truth is secondary to perspective.  I am the authority on what I 
allow to affect my life.   
… 
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Now I lay all this out because today what I am attempting to do is something difficult.  I 
don’t want to try to prove to you that the resurrection of Jesus happened.  Actually, I’ll 
just put all my cards on the table: I believe unequivocally that the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus did happen – He actually came back from the dead.  And yet, I will also admit to 
you that I can not prove this.  Everything is on the table.  If you want to go home now, 
go ahead. 
 
But with that on the table what I want to do today is make an argument that you too 
should not only believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus, but that you should choose to 
let this belief change the way you live. 
 
So we are going to spend most of our time in John 20 today, but I want to start by going 
to a sermon Paul preached in Acts 17 on Mars Hill.1  This was a place where smart 
people would come and chat about all sorts of interesting ideas most of which didn’t 
have any affect on their lives.  And Paul stands up among them and starts preaching. 
And this is how he ends his sermon: 

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now He commands all people 
everywhere to repent.  For He has set a day when He will judge the world with 
justice by the man He has appointed (Jesus). He has given proof of this to 
everyone by raising Him from the dead. (Acts 17:30-31) 

 
Now at this point all the smart people on Mars Hill cut Paul off and start mocking him 
because he was talking about people coming back from the dead.  Which hit them the 
same way it hits us – ludicrous.  But I want you to see two things in this.  First I want 
you to see that people in Bible days weren’t different from us today.  They weren’t 
naïve.  They didn’t believe supernatural forces were constantly manipulating their reality 
– only crazy people have ever believed that.  Rather, just like today, people in the first 
century knew that things like resurrection are impossible. 
 
But second, I want you to see the implication that Paul raises next to his truth claim.  He 
says “God commands all people everywhere to repent.”  Repent is a church word.  It 
means to change the way you are living.  To stop believing and doing certain things, 
and instead to believe and do some opposite things.  In this case stop living like God 
doesn’t matter, and start living like He does.  And Paul tells us why.  He says “For [God] 
has set a day when He will judge the world with justice by the Man He has appointed.” 
 
This means every person is going to stand in front of Jesus one day and be judged.  We 
are going to be judged by a man – by the Man.  And none of our excuses are going to 
work in that day.  We will rise or fall on whether or not we have been saved by that Man 
and put into practice the things He said.2   
 
 

                                            
1 The outline of this sermon was adapted from John Piper https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/i-have-
seen-the-lord (Accessed March 29, 2018) 
2 See Matthew 7:24 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/i-have-seen-the-lord
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/i-have-seen-the-lord
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So Paul says the truth about Jesus matters.  It’s not like the drivel we read in the news 
about great and terrible things that happen in distant locations and have no affect on us 
at all.  It’s more like if you had a conversation with your doctor and he said you were 
going to die.  If you walked out of that meeting and said “I don’t really care” that attitude 
isn’t going to help you live longer. 
 
And Paul concludes by telling these skeptical smart people that God has given some 
evidence to what he is talking about.  We don’t have to accept that Jesus is going to 
judge us on blind faith.  Blind faith is what you would need if I told you someone has 
given me a cheque worth a million dollars, and I have it in my pocket.  Do you believe 
me?  Maybe you do, or maybe you don’t, but there is nothing pointing one way or the 
other.   
 
But Paul says the argument that Jesus is going to judge the world isn’t like this – there 
is evidence that backs it up.  And the evidence is that Jesus came back from the dead.   
 
Paul says God thought having someone come back from the dead was all the evidence 
necessary for us to believe that Jesus was who He said He was, and that we should live 
our lives differently because of this.   
… 
Now I started by saying that my cards are on the table, I believe Jesus was raised from 
the dead, but I can’t prove this.  Now this isn’t because I don’t think there is evidence to 
this end, but it does mean I wasn’t there.  I didn’t see the resurrection happen.  I didn’t 
get to touch Jesus.  I don’t have a photo or a closed-circuit video that proves this 
happened.  The only thing I’ve got is the testimony of some eye witnesses. 
 
But here’s the thing, this is all most of the world has ever had.  And God meant for it to 
be this way.  
 
So a few years ago there was a big deal made about the Shroud of Turin.  It’s 
supposedly Jesus’ burial cloth.  And the claim is that Jesus’ image has been 
supernaturally burnt into it.  And more than this there have been claims that blood 
analysis of the fragment shows DNA that is only half human – Jesus’ Father was God 
and His mother was Mary.  And this was presented to the world as proof that Jesus rose 
from the dead. 
 
But then those who believed in this had their faith taken on a roller coaster because 
carbon dating demonstrated the Shroud was only about 700 years old.  Then after this, 
still other researchers concluded that no, it could have been made 5000 years ago – 
3000 years before Jesus was born.  So what was initially touted as undeniable proof of 
the resurrection, was all of a sudden totally suspect. 
 
So what do we make of all this?  Here it is, God has not given any undeniable evidence 
for the resurrection – if He had then faith wouldn’t be necessary.  And faith is the 
design.  It has always been the design.   
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And so instead of irrefutable proof God left the testimony of eye witnesses – multiple 
eye witnesses whose stories can be cross examined; testimonies that would hold up in 
court.  But they are just testimonies,  We can believe them or not.  This was God’s 
design.   
 
About 10 years after the resurrection Peter was preaching and said: 

God raised [Jesus] from the dead on the third day and caused Him to be 
seen.  He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 
(Acts 10:40-41) 

 
So God’s design from the beginning was not to give irrefutable evidence to everyone.  
Instead His design was to give evidence to a few people who would bear witness to 
what they had seen. 
 
And so I want to look now at two of these accounts – two eye witness accounts of 
people who were there when Jesus came back from the dead.  That’s what we get in 
the Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
 
So in John 20 we get John’s eye witness account of the resurrection of Jesus.  In 
Matthew 28 we get Matthew’s eye witness account of the resurrection.  Luke wasn’t an 
eye witness himself, but he interviewed people like Jesus’ mother Mary, and he hung 
out with Paul, and so in Luke 24 he presents their eye witness accounts.  And in Mark 
16 we get a fourth account. 
 
But in John 20 we get John’s account. And sandwiching John 20 are two claims where 
John tells us, I was there, I saw this.  I’m testifying to this. 
 
So in John 19, right in the middle of telling the story of the crucifixion, John stops and 
tells us: 

The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true.  He knows 
that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. (John 19:35) 

 
And then in chapter 21 John says again: 

This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down.  We 
know that his testimony is true. (John 21:24) 

 
John’s point in making these statements is to affirm that he was there.  He was an eye 
witness, so he isn’t telling us something he heard from someone else who had a brother 
who was there.  John was there.  And he says check my testimony out.  Cross examine 
me.  You will find I speak the truth. 
 
So let’s look at John 20 starting in verse 1. 
 
[Read John 20:1-2] 
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Notice right away that Mary is a skeptic.  When she finds the tomb empty her first 
thought is a natural one: Someone has stolen the body.  She’s not naïve.  She doesn’t 
just jump to thinking, “After what I saw 3 days ago of course Jesus must be alive.”  She 
knows that theft is the obvious explanation.  And she takes this to the disciples. 
 
And in verse 3, the text tells us Peter and the other disciple hear Mary’s testimony – 
that’s John’s humble way of referring to himself – “the other disciple.”  And they take off 
running to see for themselves.  They both ran hard, but John lets us know Peter was 
getting old, and a bit fat - John was careful to include these details.  “So that other 
disciple, I’m not mentioning his name, but he was way faster than Peter.”  I like that. 
… 
And so John gets to the tomb and looks in and verse 5 says He bent over and looked at 
the shroud of linen lying there but did not go in.   
 
Finally Peter arrives.  He can hardly breathe.  But he isn’t going to stand around with 
John on the outside, he’s going in.  Look at verse 6: 
 
[Read John 20:6-8] 
 
Here’s what John wants us to see.  He’s made more careful observation than Mary, and 
he has noted there were grave clothes, but no body.  His point is this wasn’t some kind 
of emotional or spiritual resurrection…  Often when someone close to us dies we talk 
about them living on in our hearts.  But this isn’t that kind of thing.  The body was gone.   
 
And it couldn’t have been stolen – that’s crazy talk.  Who goes through all the work of 
thwarting surveillance and bypassing guards, in order to sneak into Best Buy, carefully 
unwrap all the electronics, put their boxes neatly back on the shelves and run off with 
the goods.  Nobody does that.  And besides, if these guys had done that they would 
have been running off with a naked body that had been in a warm Mediterranean tomb 
for 3 days – that would be weird. 
 
But let’s say the disciples had done this.  Isn’t it unlikely that they would have all been 
willing to die affirming Jesus had actually been resurrected?  History tells us all of them 
went to unnatural deaths affirming that they had seen Jesus alive after the crucifixion. 
… 
On the other hand if enemies had stolen the body – and Jesus had lots of enemies in 
the first century – then they would have possessed the greatest tool for destroying 
Christianity.  All they would have had to do was produce the body and the whole thing 
would have ended.  But there was no body.  Jesus had been resurrected. 
… 
There is one more point John is making by talking about the linens.  He is noting that 
Jesus’ resurrected body wasn’t exactly like our own.  And this is important because 
throughout the New Testament there is a promise that it isn’t just Jesus who gets 
resurrected; rather all Jesus-followers are going to be resurrected.  His resurrection was 
the first, but this is going to happen to all of us. 
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And so John gives us some details of resurrection that give us something to look 
forward to.  And this comes in the way he contrasts what he found in Jesus’ tomb with 
what they found in Lazarus’ tomb.   
 
So back in John 11 we get this great story of a good friend of Jesus, getting sick.  And 
his sisters, Mary and Martha, beg Jesus to come.  They tell Him “the one you love is 
sick.”  Lazarus is a good friend.  And Jesus isn’t far away.  He is in the next town over.  
But instead of jumping on His donkey and hurrying like you might think, Jesus just 
hangs out for a couple days.  And so when He finally shows up Lazarus has been dead 
4 days.  And Mary and Martha are not impressed.  And then Jesus has the audacity to 
go over to the tomb where everyone has gathered and ask people to pull back the stone 
covering the entrance. 
 
Martha objects.  In the King James she says “By this time he stinketh.” 
 
But Jesus tells them to do it anyway so they do.  And then Jesus commands the dead 
man to come out, and John tells us: 

The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a 
cloth around his face. 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” (John 11:44) 

   
That’s the parallel resurrection to John 20.  But it’s different.  Jesus’ resurrection was 
different from Lazarus’ resurrection.  He didn’t need help getting out of His old clothes.  
After His resurrection, unlike Lazarus, Jesus didn’t have a mortal body.  Paul says: 

For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again; 
death no longer has mastery over Him. (Romans 6:9)  

 
Contrast that with Lazarus.  Lazarus, and all the other people Jesus raised from the 
dead, had to die twice.  In fact it is likely that the second time Lazarus died he was 
murdered.3   
 
But not Jesus.  Death no longer has any mastery over Him – now He is death’s master.  
And not only this, but Jesus’ new body could do things His old one never did.  So one 
time when the disciples were hiding out behind locked doors Jesus came and stood 
among them.  And at first they thought He was a ghost, but Jesus let skeptical, doubting 
Thomas touch Him.  And then He ate some fish with them.  Ghosts don’t do that.  He 
had a real body.  But it was a new kind of body. 
 
And this isn’t just for Jesus, this matters for us.  Scripture’s promise is that this kind of 
transformation is going to happen to us.  So in Philippians we read: 

Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything under His 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body. 
(Philippians 3:20-21) 

 

                                            
3 John 12:10-11 
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This is what will happen when God judged the world by a man, Jesus Christ.  If we 
belong to Him then our bodies will be transformed to be like His body.  And we will get 
to spend eternity with God.   
… 
In verse 8 John tells us He saw and believed.  All he saw were some clothes in an 
empty tomb.  But he believed.  Jesus had been resurrected.  And John bears testimony 
to that claim.   
 
But in the very next verses we get the story of Mary.  She too had an encounter at the 
tomb.  After telling Peter and John about the empty tomb she returned by herself.  And 
she was there in the garden weeping when someone approached her and asked 
“woman, why are you crying?” 
 
And skeptical Mary, heard a voice she had heard thousands of times before, and 
decided it must be the gardener.  And so she asked Him “Sir, if you have carried Him 
away, tell me where you have put Him, and I will get Him.”  And then Jesus responded 
with her name, “Mary” and she turned and saw that it was Him.  And she grabbed on to 
Him, but He told her “I’ve got work to do, and I’ve got work for you.  Now isn’t the time 
for holding Me, go tell My brothers what you’ve seen.” 
 
And in verse 18 we get her testimony: “I have seen the Lord.”   
 
Two kinds of “saw” – John’s and Mary’s.  Both testify to us that Jesus came back from 
the dead.  But the questions are “Do you see?”  Do you see that Jesus actually came 
back from the dead?  And if you do, “Will you let what you see change your life?” 
… 
Here’s my prayer for each of us today.  I don’t believe it is an accident that you are here.  
The God I serve doesn’t leave room for accidents.  And so I’m praying that as you leave 
God will open the eyes of your heart and you will say “I see.”  
 
Now you weren’t there.  You haven’t seen proof of Jesus’ resurrection like Mary did, but 
you can look on the evidence in a similar way to John.  You can see both the historical 
truth to the claim, Jesus came back from the dead, as well as what this historical truth 
means for you.  Jesus doesn’t just want you to know He came back from the dead, He 
wants you to experience the new life He created you to enjoy today and forever. 
 
Friends, Jesus has resurrection life that He wants to give you.  Will you live your life for 
His glory because of this? 
 
 


