Appendix B
Financial guidelines

· Sponsoring groups will not accept the payment of funds from the refugees for the submission of a sponsorship, either before or after their arrival in Canada. However, the refugee’s relatives in Canada may contribute funds to the resettlement. 

· Refugees have no legal obligation, and cannot be made to enter into a legal obligation, to prepay or repay their sponsoring groups for lodging, care and settlement assistance and support. 

· Sponsoring groups are not responsible, unless they have co-signed loans, for any debt that a refugee incurs in Canada. 

· Should the refugee become financially self-sufficient during the 12-month sponsorship period, the sponsoring group is not obligated to provide income support under the terms of the undertaking for the remainder of the sponsorship period. However, the sponsoring group must maintain immediate access to adequate funds for the remaining length of the sponsorship in the event that the refugee ceases to be self-sufficient. 

· Sponsored refugees who bring financial resources to Canada have the right to manage their own finances but are also expected to contribute to their own settlement costs. Sponsoring groups may expect sponsored refugees to contribute towards their settlement costs according to the same standard established for government-assisted refugees who bring financial resources to Canada. For example, a single sponsored refugee may retain up to a maximum of $1000 for personal use and a couple may retain up to $2000 plus $500 for each additional family member, with the balance of their funds being allocated towards the cost of their settlement. You may refer to the Guide to the Private Sponsorship of Refugees Program for further details. 
Cost of Sponsorship

Although the cost of living varies from one region to another, the following table can assist the sponsoring group in estimating the cost involved in sponsoring a refugee family for 12 months. The required financial resources indicated in the Sponsorship Cost Table are roughly equivalent to local social assistance rate figures. (For BC rates, see table and notes on page 4 & 5)
	Sponsorship Cost Table 

	Family Size
	12 Months of Income Support
	Start-up Costs
	Estimated Total Annual Settlement Cost ($)

	1
	9,800
	2,800
	12,600

	2
	16,800
	4,400
	21,200

	3
	17,700
	5,300
	23,000

	4
	20,000
	7,000
	27,000

	5
	22,500
	7,200
	29,700

	6
	24,500
	8,000
	32,500

	Additional member
	1,550
	1,000
	2,500


Start-up costs include: one-time payment for household items, furniture, linens, food staples, clothing & winter clothing, deposit for utilities, phone installation and first month’s rent. These are approximate rates only and should be used as a guideline. Contact your local Citizenship and Immigration Centre (CIC) should you be interested in your local Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP) income support rates which are in line with local social assistance rates.

Several factors may reduce the amount of financial support that the sponsoring group must provide. Examples of these factors may include: in-kind donations and financial resources the sponsored refugee brings to Canada. The chart below provides an estimated value for certain in-kind donations. For more information on the cost of sponsorship, contact your local Citizenship and Immigration Centre or the Refugee Sponsorship Training Program (RSTP). For details on how to contact the RSTP, visit their website at www.rstp.ca.

	In-Kind Deduction Table ($) 

	Family Size
	Shelter
	Clothing
	Furniture
	Start-up Costs (Household Needs) 
	School Start-up Costs 
	Food Staples

	1
	6,000
	500
	1,500
	325
	 
	175

	2
	6,000
	1,000
	2,000
	350
	 
	250

	3
	7,800
	1,375
	2,500
	375
	 
	325

	4
	7,800
	1,750
	3,000
	400
	 
	400

	5
	9,600
	2,125
	3,500
	425
	 
	475

	6
	9,600
	2,500
	4,000
	450
	 
	550

	
	900
	375
	500
	25
	
	75


For additional member, add 150/per child between ages 4-21
The In-kind Deduction Table is based on annual costs. Start-up Costs include: bedding, linens and household items. These are approximate rates only and should be used as a guideline. Contact your local Citizenship and Immigration Centre (CIC) should you be interested in your local Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP) income support rates which are in line with local social assistance rates.
Start-up costs

Sponsoring groups might find it useful for their own planning purposes to be aware of the financial assistance Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) provides to government-assisted refugees in order to cover standard household start-up costs. The following information describes some of the various needs that are considered when CIC establishes the amount for the initial start-up cheque. (Our experience and confirmed by Canadians dependent on income assistance only is that it does not meet basic needs—rates lag behind inflation and cost of living adjustments) 
Individual start-up costs with established maximums:

Clothing: a one-time basic clothing allowance is provided.

· $225 per adult 

· $150 for each additional family member 

Winter clothing: winter coat, winter boots, mittens, scarf, snow pants for children, etc.

· $150 per adult 

· $100 per family member 

Basic household needs allowance: Suggested items include: beds, table and chairs, bed linens, basic window coverings and common household products such as kitchen utensils, pots, pans, brooms and mops.

The following maximum allowance rates apply:

· Per single without accompanying family members $950 

· Per single plus one family member $1,500 

· Per single plus two family members $2,075 

· Per couple without accompanying family members $1,625 

· Per couple plus accompanying family members $1,915 

· For each additional family member $350 

Food staples: flour, sugar, rice, spices and condiments, detergent, cleansers, etc.

· $100 for the first person in each household 

· $75 for each additional family member to a maximum of $400 

Assistance loan: The initial start-up cheque could include an assistance loan for the security deposit or last month’s rent, for telephone deposit and for a deposit to the utility company where required. If two or more singles are sharing the same dwelling, they may want to share one telephone in order to share the deposit costs.

Children under 6 years: Refugees who arrive with children under the age of 6 years as of the date of arrival or who have a baby within their first year in Canada may be issued an additional $50 per month on top of their normal food and incidental rate. This money is intended to cover the cost of diapers, laundry, formula and other infant needs.

Maternity allowance: On receipt of a physician’s letter confirming pregnancy, a one time $150 additional clothing allowance and $37 per month allowance to assist with special dietary needs may be approved. This allowance may be issued for a maximum of six months within the entitlement period or until the birth of a baby, whichever comes first.

Newborn allowance: About one month prior to the expected due date, the client may be issued $500 to purchase clothing, furniture, etc. for the baby. This allowance can be issued if the due-date (provided in writing from a physician) is not more than 21 days after the last date of the entitlement period.

School start-up allowance: This allowance of $150 for children between 4-18 years of age is paid to help defray costs for school supplies, activity fees, gym clothing, etc. It is normally issued on a one-time basis and should be included in the entitlement payment for the month of August or later during the school year. However, some families may require this amount twice if the entitlement period covers two school years.

Special diet allowance: This allowance is paid to individuals who provide a letter from a physician. The maximum allowable is $100 per month above the normal food and incidental rate.

BC Employment and Assistance Rate Tables

Income Assistance

(Effective June 1, 2007)
	Support Rate
	Shelter
Maximum

	Unit
Size
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	

	1
	$235.00
	$282.92
	N/A
	$531.42
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	$375.00

	2
	$307.22
	$452.06
	$375.58
	$700.56
	$949.06
	$672.08
	$423.58
	$396.22
	$570.00

	3
	$401.06
	$546.06
	$375.58
	$794.56
	$1043.06
	$672.08
	$423.58
	$490.06
	$660.00

	4
	$401.06
	$546.06
	$375.58
	$794.56
	$1043.06
	$672.08
	$423.58
	$490.06
	$700.00

	5
	$401.06
	$546.06
	$375.58
	$794.56
	$1043.06
	$672.08
	$423.58
	$490.06
	$750.00

	6
	$401.06
	$546.06
	$375.58
	$794.56
	$1043.06
	$672.08
	$423.58
	$490.06
	$785.00

	7
	$401.06
	$546.06
	$375.58
	$794.56
	$1043.06
	$672.08
	$423.58
	$490.06
	$820.00


Notes:

· All rates are monthly.

· In addition to the support allowance, families receive a monthly payment for each child under 19 years of age. Families receive either: 

· a federally administered payment that is comprised of the British Columbia Basic Family Bonus and the National Child Benefit Supplement, which are collectively known as the Family Bonus under the BCEA legislation;

· a top-up amount from the ministry if their Family Bonus payment is less than the Family Bonus top-up supplement rates in the General Supplements rate table or the child is ineligible for the federal payment. 

· Families of two or more that include someone on Old Age Security (OAS) are entitled to a maximum shelter rate for the family size.

· Shelter increments continue to increase by an additional $35 for each additional dependant after unit size 7.

	Key
	Effective April 1, 2007, rates for:

	A
	Employable singles, couples, and two-parent families where all adults are under 65 years of age.

	B
	Singles, couples, and two-parent families where all adults meet the Persons with Persistent Multiple Barriers (PPMB) criteria and all are under 65.

	C
	Employable one-parent families where the parent is under 65. 

	D
	Singles, couples, and two-parent families where one adult is aged 65 years or older.

	E
	Couples and two-parent families where both adults are aged 65 years or older.

	F
	One-parent families where the parent is aged 65 or older.

	G
	One-parent families where the parent meets the Persons with Persistent Multiple Barriers (PPMB) criteria and is under 65.

	H
	Couples and two-parent families where one adult meets the PPMB criteria and all are under 65.
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