
1 Corinthians 12 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
unaware. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the 
mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus 
is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of 
ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God 
who works all things in all persons. 

7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 
For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the 
word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the 
effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing 
of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation 
of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to 
each one individually just as He wills. 

12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body is not 
one member, but many. 

15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is not 
for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am 
not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part 
of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has 
placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they 
were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many 
members, but one body. 



21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again the head 
to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those 
members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more 
abundant honor, and our less presentable members become much more 
presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But 
God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member 
which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, 
all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice 
with it. 

27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has 
appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 
All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, 
are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have gifts of 
healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do 
they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent 
way. 

From our spiritual gifts workshop (March 2020): 

 A starting place – definitions and common traits/indicators, adapted from Bobby Clinton, 
Spiritual Gifts (1985) (paraphrased). A God-given capacity…

Gifts related to maturity church growth

o Prophecy: …to express truth… from God in order to exhort, edify, or console believers 
and to convince non-believers of God’s truth

 Not afraid to speak out publicly or take strong stands
 Tend to see the needs of groups as a whole
 When you speak publicly, people are convicted by the truth.
 You are convincing when you present an answer.
 You have a forceful personality.

o Teaching: …to instruct, explain, or expose biblical truth in such a way as to cause 
believers… to understand and to acquire the truth for themselves.

 People consistently grow in understanding truth, in depth with God, and in 
Christ-likeness in thought and action as a result of what you say about the Bible.

 You have a tremendous drive to understand truth and to see ways to explain it 
to others.



 Able to discipline yourself to much study of God’s Word.
 Find yourself concerned about meaning and are not satisfied by unclear 

explanations.
 Constantly improving your methodology in teaching to improve learning 

outcomes.
People grow in depth with God because of your ability to explain biblical truth in 
practical ways and in terms of today’s situation.

o Pastoring: …to exercise influence over a group so as to lead it toward a goal or 
purpose… for the purpose of maturing the group toward Christlikeness.

 People look to you to make decisions.
 People feel you have authority in things concerning the church.
 You are usually picked as the leader in groups.
 You influence the actions of groups by what you do and say.
 You have the ability to maintain order or discipline among people.
 You easily see the problems of groups you are related to and accept 

responsibility to help them.
 You are concerned that groups of Christians will grow in Christlikeness and unity 

and are willing to do something about it.
 Most people would consider you a leader.
 You exert influence over people so as to instill loyalty to you and your way of 

thinking and doing things.

o Word of knowledge: …to receive supernaturally revealed knowledge which otherwise 
could not or would not be known.

 An unusual ability to discern thoughts or impressions as from the Holy Spirit
 In situations in which God wants to work, you find yourself having knowledge 

which could not have originated with you (beyond your experience).
 An awareness that physical feelings may be correlated to something the Spirit 

wants to communicate.

o Word of wisdom: …to know the mind of the Spirit in a given situation and to 
communicate clearly the situation, facts, truth, or application of facts and truth to meet 
the need of the situation.

 An unusual sensitivity to the Spirit which allows you to recognize his promptings 
in terms of ideas and concepts.

 Quickness to transfer concepts to application in situations.
 A good understanding of spiritual truth in the Word
 An ability to see principles of truth
 An intuitive grasp of a situation which leads to a clear possible solution. Solution 

appears almost instantaneously and is later confirmed by analysis, evaluation, 
and consensus of those who hear.

o Exhortation: …to comfort, encourage, and/or urge people to action via spiritual truth.
 People react strongly (for and against) what you say.
 You frequently advise others to do this or that.
 People receive what you say as a word of comfort from God.



 People frequently confide in you their innermost problems and are comforted 
by your words and empathetic ear.

 You cheer up people by your attitude and demeanor.
 You often sense an urgency to get something done and transmit that urgency to 

others.
 You love to share truth from a verse of scripture which has meant much to you.
 You are not satisfied with a superficial ‘acceptance’ of truth but seek to have 

people actually use it.
 You enjoy sharing aspects of your testimony with others because you know God 

will use it in their lives.

o Tongues: …to speak in a language unknown to the speaker.
o Interpretation of tongues: …to translate the utterances of one using the gift of tongues.

 No symptoms listed

o Discernment: …to distinguish truth from non-truth by judging the truth or non-truth in 
terms of revealed truth or principles taken from that truth. In its widest sense, it is the 
judgment between right and wrong. (per Clinton)

 Keen recognition of inconsistencies
 A tendency to figure out what is wrong with something or how it can be 

improved
 Ability to categorize
 Ability to think in logical steps
 Good grasp of scriptural truth in general
 Often notice when public speakers give wrong interpretations or misapply 

scripture
 Not able to rest when people are being given half-truths, misapplied truth, or 

false teaching.

o Faith: …to capacity to recognize what God intends to do and to trust him for it until he 
brings it to pass.

 Unusual desire to accept God’s promises at face value and to apply them in 
given situations until God fulfills them.

 Recurring experience of a sense that God is going to do something unusual, 
though most around you don’t have that assurance.

 Recurring experience of the prayer of faith (praying for something once and 
receiving assurance that it has been heard and answered, even though a long 
period of time may elapse before seeing the answer).

 An unusual desire to know God in fullness and to be cast on him and him alone 
for solutions to problems.

 The thrill of knowing time and again that God is real because he has specifically 
answered your prayer requests.

 An attitude: not only that God ‘can’ but that he ‘will’ and already ‘has done so’ 
in various crises.

o Giving: …to give liberally to meet the needs of others, with purity of motive.
 Sensitivity to recognize the material needs of others
 Quickness to assume some burden for meeting the needs of others



 Relative freedom from a ‘me first’ attitude
 Capacity because of position or job so that you have the means to give
 Abilities which can be used by God to amass financial resources
 Carefulness in handling your financial matters and a bent toward obtaining only 

those things which you need
 Conviction that all you have belongs to God and desire to be a channel for God 

to use what he has given you.

Gifts related to numerical church growth

o Apostleship: …to lead and influence others to establish new ministries and churches and 
guide them in their foundational stages to enhance the spread of Christianity.

 Strong sense of call to establish new works
 Equally strong confirmation by your local church
 Forceful personality which can trust God to do what is necessary in unusual 

situations to establish authority for God’s work
 Usually a multi-gifted person having one or more other leadership gifts beyond 

apostleship
 Ability to face new situations
 A clear understanding of the nature of the church and its purpose
 A personality which attracts people to follow (usually forceful)
 Can sense what God wants to do and is NOT afraid to try
 Has an inner drive which cannot be satisfied apart from seeing unreached 

people reached and brought into a community of God’s people

o Evangelism: …to confront people (publicly and privately) with the message of salvation 
in Christ so as to see them respond by taking initial steps in Christian discipleship.

 Ability to talk before large groups or converse easily with strangers or people of 
short acquaintance

 Ability to persuade or influence people
 Intense spirit of unrest at the thought of people being unsaved and eternally 

unreconciled to God
 Ability to insert spiritual truth in normal conversation with unsaved people by 

sensing occasions to do so
 Freedom and joy in talking about Christian things naturally and unforced
 Unsaved people you meet often end up seeking to know more
 Unsaved people actually make discipleship commitments as a result of your 

influence
 You pray for unsaved people by name.
 You pray for large groups of people
 Ability to make friends easily

o Miracles: …to invoke the miraculous intervention of God in a situation with the result 
that God gets the glory.

 God puts you in positions where you must see his power demonstrated in order 
to vindicate his character.

 You have a sense of the presence of the power of God in given situations and 
are willing to be God’s channel (risk involved) to accomplish great things.



o Healing: …to supernaturally heal people of physical diseases.
 Desire to see God alleviate physical problems in people and the willingness to 

be used by God to do so.
 Unusual ability to sense the power of God present for healing
 Often comes in conjunction with the gift of word of knowledge (per Clinton)

o Mercy: …to feel sympathy with those in need and show it in some practical, helpful way 
with a cheerful spirit, so as to encourage and help them.

 Tears come easily when you hear or see things which sadden.
 Most people think of you as having a very empathetic personality.
 You want to reach out and help people in misery.
 You are unusually sensitive to the hurts of others.
 You have an unusual desire to express your love to helpless people. 
 People in need like to have you around because you cheer them up.
 You are not easily repulsed by the sight of miserable people but instead think, 

“How could I help?”

Gifts focused on organic church growth

o Governments: …to manage details of service functions within the church
 You have a knack for organizing things.
 You like to standardize methods when doing something.
 You think in terms of helping others reach goals.
 You have a concern for the good of the whole group when you are in charge of a 

group.
 You like to do things which help others.
 You don’t mind managing or carrying out the details involved in initial planning 

done by others.

o Helps: …to unselfishly meet the needs of others through practical service.
 Desire to help others and ability to see ways to do it.
 Unselfish nature which likes to do tasks which will help others
 Enjoys practical service more than theoretical service of a conceptual nature.
 Willingness to do little jobs without any credit just for the joy of doing them and 

knowing they are a help to someone.
 A willingness to do jobs which allow leadership gifts to be enhanced.

 Problems
o Previously mentioned: Disagreements among Christian traditions
o Distinguishing Spiritual gifts vs. Natural abilities vs. Acquired skills

 The core of the matter
o No exhaustive list
o What has God given you?
o How can it be used to bless the church and the world? 



o Don’t worry about the distinction between gifts and natural abilities, but make sure you 
use both in service for God, trusting him to use them to his glory. Ask him to clarify the 
distinctions if it will make your ministry more effective.


