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May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be reflections of your word to us today, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

I really wrestled with what to say this morning; the Trinity is one of my favourite theological concepts. 

I prayed at length about what wisdom the trinity has to speak into this world that is in varying states of 

lockdown and erupting simultaneously. Along the way I came across this joke: 

A researcher goes to God to tell him we humans don’t need him anymore. “Really?” God replies. “Why’s 

that?” “We can make human beings now just as well as you can.” “Fascinating,” God says. “Show me.” So the 

researcher picks up a handful of dirt to blow life into it the way God did in Genesis, but God objects. “Nah – 

you get your own dirt.”1 With the world raging, grieving, resisting and shouting around us, Genesis brings 

us back to the very fundamentals. The world: everything and everyone in it, belongs to God and comes from 

God. We can’t claim any of it, though we are given the privilege and responsibility of caring for it. And so we 

are born into this holy relationship with God and the unfolding of creation. It isn’t all complete on the 7th 

day when God rests . . . the next day God is back in it again, but this time God gets to collaborate with 

creation. Sometimes we talk about ourselves as the hands and feet of Christ, taking on the aspect of creating 

that requires a body, working with God to bring love and justice to the world. Richard Rohr offers a slightly 

different idea. He wonders beautifully about whether it makes sense to concentrate Christ in the person of 

Jesus or whether the infleshed Word can have a broader meaning. What if Christ is a name of the 

“transcendent within” of every “thing” in the universe? What if Christ refers to an infinite horizon that pulls 

us from within and pulls us forward too?2 Perhaps that which is precious in each of us can be described 

with the word Christ. What if in a way the Trinity is active in us? What if the Holy Spirit moves at the will of 

the Creator . . . and with our permission, with our help, God’s word becomes incarnate in our actions.3  

 
1 Trinity, by Jason Byassee p. xviii 
2 The Cosmic Christ by Richard Rohr, p. 5. 
3 A Christian Understanding of Human Nature p. 182. 



I look at the masses of people that continue to gather in cities and towns near and far . . . united. I see 

them with their masks on, carrying signs, protecting each other from violence. I see them dancing in the 

street, chanting together . . . and I see the holy in their faces, in their common purpose, in our common 

purpose . . . because our hearts are with them as they peacefully stand for what Jesus, the Christ stands for. 

Our hearts are with them as they stand for justice, for respect of all people. Our hearts are with them as they 

stand for the right to live fully, to be affirmed fully in their humanity, regardless of the colour of their skin. 

These are all Christ values and Christ qualities . . .  

It seems humanity has resonated with truth . . . the truth that is critical to the moment, and across the 

globe, humanity is standing together. It is a remarkable thing to witness. What if everyone standing and 

marching together is the presence of Christ? What if the momentum that is being created by collective 

action is the presence of Christ?  

The thing that makes putting words to the trinity challenging is that they are not separate – talking 

about one person of the trinity without the others doesn’t make sense. For every physical manifestation of 

Christ, there is much that is unseen and unknown . . . and will remain a great mystery to us. All we can do is 

listen and pay attention to the world around us and the holy within us . . . for the Christ action that is trying 

to be born in us. 

From our little corner of the world on Gabriola, the options for participating in this call for justice 

seems limited. How do we engage when we’re trying to social distance? Or when our days of being able to 

march are behind us? I think there’s more that can be done from our own homes than we think; a quick 

google search generates a number of ideas – a few of which are probably realistic and doable – it’s just a 

matter of finding the things that say yes in us. Thanks be to God! 

 


