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Sharing God's Love 

Together 

Reopening for Public Worship? 

On Wednesday, May 27, our bishop, Mark 
Holmerud, sent a message “ Regarding Re-
opening Churches in California and Neva-
da.” This message was a follow-up to a joint 
message sent the previous week, on May 22, 
from the three bishops of the synods in Cali-
fornia.  I sent that joint message out previ-
ously by email and it is printed in this news-
letter.  Links to both messages can be found 
at the bottom of this article. 
 
The most recent message from Bishop Mark 
Holmerud was in response to an announce-
ment from the governor of California two 
days previous, giving guidance to churches 
for in-person worship.  The bishop offers 
this initial advice regarding the governors’ 
temporary guidance: 

As I read this document, I would 
sum up its guidance to houses of 
worship in one, simple phrase: 
“Just because you can gather for 
worship, doesn’t mean you 
should.”  I agree with this senti-
ment: it is not yet time to put aside 
our concerns for the well-being of 
the most vulnerable in our commu-
nities – Seniors, Black and Latinx 
Persons, and people who live in 
poverty. 
 

The bishop then recommends: I encourage 
all of our congregations to consider re-
fraining from gathering for in-person wor-
ship until the end of July, and to continue 
what has proven to be a very effective tool 
for evangelism – online worship. 
 
Finally, the bishop made this suggestion:  

Such conversations have helped 
form an idea we wish to share for 
further discussion: before we move 
into trying to navigate all of the re-
strictions that are currently in place 
for in-person worship, perhaps 
our best time and energies could be 
spent gathering in groups of ten 
people or less, wearing our masks 
and sitting at least six feet apart, for 
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Bible Study, services of contempla-
tive prayer, and providing food for 
people in our communities who are 
in need. Imagine what might come 
out of such times of study, prayer 
and service that would inform how 
we will worship when we are able 
to safely gather again! 

 
Of everything that Bishop Mark offers us in 
this letter, I especially want to draw your 
attention to this last part quoted above. I 
believe this is where we need to invest our 
energy.  I think we can safely gather in 
small groups – maintaining social distance 
– for prayer, study, and mutual support.  I 
think we can also meet in those groups by 
way of Zoom or just telephone, and maybe 
some groups can be a mix of in-person and 
electronic connection. But those connec-
tions are important.   
 
As I envision it, this next period of time 
may be one where we, as a church, work to 
deepen our relationships with God and with 
each other by deliberately forming groups 
of mutual support, study, prayer, and may-
be serving our community as we are able.   
 
Maybe some groups meet in the social hall, 
the lounge, or the sanctuary, wearing 
masks, for 45 minutes to an hour each 
week.  Maybe some people only feel com-
fortable meeting by Zoom or telephone, 
but that can also be arranged.  I know 
these kinds of small groups have not 
had a strong tradition at St. Timothy, 
but I want to strongly encourage we 
consider committing to them, at least 
for a time, because I believe it will help 
us immensely as we pursue our mission 
to share God’s love together. 
 
I would like to hear your responses to 
this suggestion, so please email me at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or call me at 
(831)521-1818.  I am going to continue 
to give thought and prayer to how we might 

(con’t on page 2) 
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UPDATES AND REMINDERS 
 
Service Commission—I-Help June  3—please call Debbie Love-Sudduth —408-499-4984 to volunteer to 

bring a food item.  Thomas Carmen Food Bank—Tuesday, June 16th, 4-7pm . 
 

Trinity Sunday Service—On June 7, 2020 the Sierra Pacific Synod Office of the Bishop staff will pro-

vide a Service of the Word and incorporate the sermon that Presiding Bishop Easton is providing for the 
church.  Information on when, how and where to access the video of worship service will be forthcoming.   
 

Game Day—Cancelled for June. 
 

St. Tim Bookclub—Reading The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan.  A charming, clever, and quietly 
moving debut novel of endless possibilities and joyful discoveries that explores the promises we make and 
break, losing and finding ourselves, the objects that hold magic and meaning for our lives, and the surprising 
connections that bind us. Zoom meeting scheduled for June 13 at noon. 
 

Council Meeting—June 15, 3:30-5:30pm via Zoom.  

 

Hi All, Gloria Llenaresas asked me to send greetings to all who remember her.  Also, I have made the deci-

sion to move to Nevada.  My new address is 1072 Alta Vista, Sparks, Nevada 89432.  Peace, Connie Dallman 

(con’t from page 1)move ahead with this as 
we continue to live not only with the reality 
of COVID-19, but in a world that faces many 
other challenges.  Included in those challeng-
es are: 
 How we proclaim God’s love and peace 

to a culture resistant to it? 
 How do we bring justice to the persistent 

and systemic racism in our country? 
 How do we address the immense crisis of 

climate change? 
 
Let us continue to pray for the church, the 
world, leaders in our government, and those 
in particular need during this time of pan-
demic.  And may we also continue to look for 
ways that we may serve and bring healing, 
justice, and peace.  But please, most im-
portantly, give some thought and reflec-
tion on how we can form and meet in small 
groups. 
 
In the grace and peace of Christ, 
Pastor Clark  
 

Link to Bishop Mark Holmerud’s May 27 
Message: 
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/A-
Message-from-Bishop-Mark-W-Holmerud-
Regarding-Re-opening-Churches-in-
California-and-Nevada.html?
soid=1102312378841&aid=tMVIGlvpBuM 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/A-Message-from-Bishop-Mark-W-Holmerud-Regarding-Re-opening-Churches-in-California-and-Nevada.html?soid=1102312378841&aid=tMVIGlvpBuM
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/A-Message-from-Bishop-Mark-W-Holmerud-Regarding-Re-opening-Churches-in-California-and-Nevada.html?soid=1102312378841&aid=tMVIGlvpBuM
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/A-Message-from-Bishop-Mark-W-Holmerud-Regarding-Re-opening-Churches-in-California-and-Nevada.html?soid=1102312378841&aid=tMVIGlvpBuM
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/A-Message-from-Bishop-Mark-W-Holmerud-Regarding-Re-opening-Churches-in-California-and-Nevada.html?soid=1102312378841&aid=tMVIGlvpBuM
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/A-Message-from-Bishop-Mark-W-Holmerud-Regarding-Re-opening-Churches-in-California-and-Nevada.html?soid=1102312378841&aid=tMVIGlvpBuM
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Bishops' Joint Letter Against Re-opening for Public Worship  
 (received in an email to St. Timothy on May 22, 2020) 

Dear People of God of the congregations of the  
Sierra Pacific Synod, the Southwest California Synod, and the Pacifica Synod: 
 
Grace and peace to you, in the name of the risen and ascended Christ! 
 
It is with concern that we reach out to you today, on the eve of Memorial Day weekend and the last Sunday of Easter, 
having just witnessed in a televised message by the President of the United States a statement declaring that the na-
tion’s churches should open for public worship this weekend. We understand the strong desire of our people to wor-
ship together, particularly on a meaningful weekend like this one. We wish to state for the sake of our church and its 
people that we believe the advice to re-open this weekend is at odds with the prevailing medical understanding of the 
course of this virus and the ways to prevent its spread.  
 
We call on you to continue to listen to those state and local public health experts who, using the best medical and sci-
entific information available, have already given us sensible guidelines to follow in our states and in the counties of 
our synods. Churches remain places of particularly high risk for contagion, and recent cases in many states have con-
firmed that opening prematurely can be catastrophic. We cannot ensure, in all our congregations, the sanitation and 
distancing requirements necessary to be together for worship. Nor has the risk of infection decreased in many parts of 
our synods—and both a reduction in infections and effective measures to block contagion will be needed before we 
will be able to gather in person again. 
 
This is not a question of religious liberty. Nothing earthly—no government, indeed no virus—can come between us 
and the love of God. The decision to quarantine us for a time is a public health decision, and we are obligated, for our 
own good and the good of our neighbor, to do the right thing—which in this case is to refrain from non-essential gath-
erings. Our faith is not optional—indeed it is “essential” to us as Christians—but it does not override our higher duty 
to consider our neighbor’s welfare in a time of medical emergency. 
 
Though in normal times people of faith gather every week for praise and proclamation on the day of Christ’s resurrec-
tion, we are not absolutely required to do so in spite of every obstacle. We have alternatives right now; we do not need 
to be able to gather together physically in order to worship God—for God hears our prayers wherever we are and 
whenever we are. We may pray, we may hear the proclamation of the Word, and we may read and study the scrip-
tures—we may even assemble in digital communities on Sundays—without endangering ourselves and others by gath-
ering together in our church buildings. 
 
Lutherans, in particular, know that there is nothing sacred about a church building except as our sentiment makes it so, 
and that God is as accessible to us in personal intercession as in corporate prayer. Again, we say, this time of separa-
tion is not a time of separation from God. You may cultivate and even expand and intensify your faith in this time of 
sheltering at home. God is with us in each of our homes right now as surely as God is with us anywhere. And at the 
appropriate, safe time, we will gather again for the face-to-face worship we so miss and for which we ardently long. 
We share a hope that will come soon. 
 
Again, we do not think resuming in-person worship ahead of the public health advisories is a good choice. It would be 
neither wise nor faithful for us to endanger our elders and those communities of poverty and color who have been dis-
proportionately affected by COVID-19. Nor would it be faithful to expose ourselves and our friends to contagion, or  
to rush into gatherings that are more likely to harm us than to bring us the peace we desire.  
 
We call on the pastors, deacons, and lay leadership of our synods to comply with the standing public health directives 
in their localities. We recognize that as these directives continue to change, we will stay in dialogue with you. Our 
faithfulness to God is shown by our love of our neighbors, and in this situation there is a clear witness to be made—the 
one that best shows care for others. 
 
May God bless and protect us all. 
Bishop Mark W. Holmerud 
Bishop R. Guy Erwin 
Bishop Andy Taylor  
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Please note: Most synod assemblies are not included in this edition of “Prayer Ventures” because plans and dates for many up-
coming assemblies are still being determined. 
 
1 This month has the most daylight of the year in the Northern Hemisphere and the least daylight of the year in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Give thanks that the gift of sunlight sustains all life on Earth and that the light of God’s love and truth, shining 
through Jesus, gives us the gift of new life, purpose and direction as children of God.  
 
2 Remember and give thanks for the influence and example of people who have been martyred for their faith and coura-
geous witness in the world. Pray that our own boldness of faith and service will dispel the fear of ridicule, persecution and 
death. 
 
3 Give thanks for our LGBTQIA+ siblings in Christ and ask that the Spirit empower us, individually and together as a 
church, to grow more welcoming and intentionally inclusive, to value the faith and gifts of all people, and to advocate for 
justice and respect for people who are marginalized and excluded in the church and society. 
 
4 Remember in prayer people who depend on seasonal employment for their livelihoods or who live with the uncertainty 
and anxiety of unemployment during the COVID-19 pandemic. Pray that the Spirit will make us creative and tireless in 
supporting and caring for others, especially our neighbors in greatest need ― locally and globally. 
 
5 Pray for God to send the Spirit into our midst and renew humanity and all creation. 
 
6 In this season of storms and flooding, pray that our neighbors and communities will be safe and that we will stand ready 
to respond when disasters strike and leave our neighbors vulnerable, grieving and wondering where to begin rebuilding 
their lives. Give thanks for the work we do together through Lutheran Disaster Response bringing God’s hope, healing and 
renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disaster. 
 
7 Pray that we will hear and respond to God’s call to be disciples in the world, just as Jesus directed his disciples to visit 
every nation, make disciples, baptize the faithful, teach the ways and commandments of God, and spread the good news of 
God’s ever-present love and mercy. 
 
8 Ask God to comfort those grieving the loss of loved ones from COVID-19, and pray that we will not forget them amid 
our new concerns and routines as communities and states open up again. 
 
9 Continue to pray for synod leaders making new plans for their assemblies with concern for the health and well-being of 
leaders, voting members and others. Pray that the Spirit will guide their plans and strengthen them in their work proclaim-
ing the gospel, growing the church, serving our neighbor and doing God’s work in the world. 
 
10 “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are hu-
man beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” With humility and joy, give thanks and praise to 
God! 
 
11 Pray for God’s wisdom and guidance as we work together and journey into the future as a thriving church, spreading the 
gospel and deepening faith for all people.  
 
12 Take time to reflect on nature, humankind, the earth and the heavens above ― everything God has made ― and pray 
that we will stand in awe and thanksgiving to God, proclaiming God’s creation to be very good. 
 
13 In the absence of summer camp programs, pray for the leaders and staff of our outdoor ministries as they seek new ways 
to sustain their organizations’ vitality, share the gospel and serve people of all ages in congregations and communities. 
 
14 Pray that we will respond eagerly when God calls us into the world together as disciples to carry on the difficult work of 
Jesus, sharing the good news, caring for our neighbors in their suffering and need, bringing hope where there is despair and 
bearing God’s truth and light. 
 

PRAYER VENTURES 
June 2020 
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15 Thank God for opportunities to enjoy nature, whether in a wilderness area, urban park, community garden or forest pre-
serve. Give thanks for how nature and fresh air renew us and lift our spirits, and pray that our neighbors with mobility chal-
lenges can get outdoors to experience and enjoy the blessings of creation. 
 
16 Praise God for the work we accomplish together through ELCA Advocacy and for the faith-driven voice carried to our 
local, state and national leaders and legislators ― a common voice advocating attention, justice and compassion for those 
neighbors and communities whose needs and concerns are too often ignored or marginalized. 
 
17 Give thanks that, by God’s grace through Jesus Christ, our relationship with God is restored and that we can share in the 
glory of God without uncertainty or fear. 
 
18 Lutheran Services in America is a network of Lutheran social ministry organizations that connects over 300 health and 
human services providers throughout the country. Pray that we will engage with and support their work in serving the di-
verse needs of our nation’s most vulnerable people, from infants to elders. 
 
19 God made us, and as God’s people we enjoy the blessings of God’s enduring love, faithfulness to every generation and 
redeeming presence. Lift up prayers of joy, thanksgiving and praise to God. 
 
20 Augsburg Fortress summer music clinics provide opportunities for musicians to learn new seasonal music, attend work-
shops, participate in hymn festivals and more. Pray that these participants will be inspired, equipped and strengthened, us-
ing their musical gifts to enrich our faith communities and reveal the glory of God. 
 
21 Living as children of God and followers of Christ is not always easy or well received by others. Pray that we will find 
comfort and courage in knowing that God abides with us, knows our every struggle and joy, and surrounds us with love and 
peace that are impossible to break or obstruct. 
 
22 Pray for our global companions, their ministries and the people they serve in this time of sickness and death, economic 
upheaval, social uncertainty and slow recovery. 
 
23 Pray for patience, comfort and courage: “O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me. With your faithful 
help rescue me from sinking in the mire; let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. Do not let the 
flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up.” 
 
24 John the Baptist  Sometimes we think of John the Baptist as a little wild and fanatical in sharing the good news of the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ. Give thanks for whoever introduced you to Jesus, and pray for confidence and enthusiasm in sharing 
your faith and talking about Jesus in your own words. 
 
25 Give thanks for the creeds and confessions of our church that have helped us proclaim, teach and affirm our Christian 
faith throughout the ages. Pray that when we recite the creeds during worship, we will reflect on our membership in the 
body of Christ and on the truths central to our faith. 
 
26 Ask God to help us walk in the newness of life and freedom from sin we have through our baptism into the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
27 Ask for the Spirit to guide the deliberation, dialogue and work of ELCA members, leaders and churchwide staff as they 
draft a social message on government and civic engagement, to be presented to the ELCA Church Council this year. 
 
28 Pray that every person we encounter in daily life will glimpse the Spirit dwelling within us ― an infectious spirit of 
kindness, justice, humility and love. 
 
29 Give thanks for doctors, researchers and scientists throughout the world who have committed their lives to treating, pre-
venting and eliminating diseases and to sharing their discoveries with the world for the health and well-being of all people. 
 
30 There may be times when we feel God has forgotten us or is ignoring us. Pray that God will forgive us when we are 
weak or doubtful, and ask the Spirit to restore our trust in God’s steadfast love and concern.  
 
 
 



 

Delores Heyl’s 100th Birthday Celebration   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silas Schulz 6/6 

Kim Cantrell  6/11 

Sofia Brown de 
Lopez 

6/12 

Matthew Schulz 6/25 

Sam Rashkin 6/25 

TJ Racoosin 6/26 

Connie & Bill Dallmann 6/12 

Cathryn and James Chinn 6/13 

Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary 


