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2WELCOME
We are glad you have joined us for worship this evening. There are candles in the Chapel
for those who wish to light one and say a prayer at any time before and during the service.
We ask that you please turn off all cell phones and pagers.

St. John’s Christmas Letter 2018

As we move through Advent and anticipate the peace, hope and
joy of Christmas let us be thankful for the accomplishments and
successes of this past year. From the wonderful result of the Long,
Long Night of Hope to the painting of the lower lounge to the ongoing
valuable work of our many outreach programs such as our Caring
Ministry and numerous community events such as the Hot Senior’s
Lunch and Café Church, we have been busy doing God’s love. I would
like to sincerely thank the many volunteers who make all this possible
year after year. Advent is typically a personally rushed time of year for
many, but I do hope that you can find some time of peace to reflect on
this past year and look forward to the birth of Christ.

I love all the different kinds of traditions people have this time of
year that for them makes Christmas more meaningful. One of mine is
to watch A Charlie Brown Christmas. This animated classic from 1965
never fails to put me into a fantastic Christmas spirit. At Charlie’s
lowest point when the little tree of his falls over and the concert he is
trying to organize falls apart, his friend Linus comes on stage and tells
Charlie the true meaning and reason for Christmas. Linus uses the King
James Version of Luke’s nativity story. As Linus tells the Gospel story
from memory there is no music in the background and the stage is
bare. It nicely reflects the simple yet powerful entrance of Jesus into
our world. When he is finished, Linus says to his friend, “That’s the true
meaning of Christmas Charlie Brown”. Linus is right of course; the true
meaning of Christmas is God entering our world in the form of Baby Jesus.

My wish for you and your family and loved ones this Advent and Christmas
season is that the peace, joy, hope and love of the Christ child be with you and
guide you and inspire you. As you share wonderful moments with family and
friends in this blessed time of year, please also put aside the time pray for those
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Ministering today at our 5:00 p.m. service:
Officiant: The Reverend Patrick Blaney
Deacon: The Reverend Juanita Clark
Musician: Galina Martyniouk, piano and organ
Guest Violinist: Roxana Whetham
Choir Director: Christie Smith
Crucifer & Server: Hazel Breakey
Greeter: Barbara Backer

St John’s North Vancouver Parish recognizes we are on the unceded Coast Salish territories
within the Musqeam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations.

Flowers in the Sanctuary today have been donated by members of the Parish
of St. John. Please see insert for dedications.

Please note that there is no Eucharist during this service. For those
wishing to take communion, it will be offered at the end of the service

less fortunate than ourselves and those in hardship. The Christ child came for all of
us and let us rejoice and sing and be not afraid to say aloud the dreams that we
dream, because it was a miracle and it still is. Hark the Herald Angels Sing….

The Reverend Patrick Blaney
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Prelude: Christmas Carols

The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

All And also with you.

Celebrant Almighty God,
All to you all hearts are open,

all desires are known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily,
magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
Celebrant Eternal God,
All this holy night is radiant

with the brilliance of your one true light.
As we have known
the revelation of that light on earth,
bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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(Tonight we sing all verses of the Advent Hymn "A Candle is Burning")

Lighting of the Candle - Hymn
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Advent Candle-Lighting Liturgy
Liturgy for the Christ Candle at Christmas - Fulfillment

First Voice The Advent time of waiting and preparing is over! We
have lit four candles that remind us about longing and
peace and joy and love.

(The four Advent candles are lit)

Second Voice These candles remind us that God promises to be with
us, to comfort us, to help us rejoice, and to teach us to
love.

First Voice Today we celebrate that God has come to be with us in
the baby called Jesus.

Second Voice Today we light one more candle, and we call it the
Christ candle.

(The white Christ candle is lit)

First Voice This candle reminds us of all God has done for us. God
fills us with good things, like hope and peace and joy
and love. God is faithful to us. God is with us, now and
always.

All O God, come, travel with us through our lives.
Give us courage to spread your light in the world.
Amen.
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A Christmas Story: A Night Like No Other 
 

Part 1.This night is like no other night It is a time to dream and sing 
our way to Bethlehem. The children will show us how to go. The little 
town we seek sits in the hill country some ten miles south of Jerusalem. 
For thousands of years the houses have gathered there on the hilltop 
like a family breaking bread. "Bethlehem" means "House of Bread." 
In the center of the village is a small inn. On this night it is overflowing 
with people seeking sleep and a place to eat. Be-hind the inn is a dark 
stable. A gray donkey chews his barley and broken straw while a weary 
cow leans and rests after the day's plowing in the valley. A sheep nearby 
is nearly asleep. 
All is still and quiet in the little town. 
 
Hymn  On to Bethlehem Town 
During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the donkey, the cow, and 
the sheep. 

A Christmas Story: A Night Like No Other

Part One. This night is like no other night. It is a time to dream and
sing our way to Bethlehem. The children will show us how to go. The little
town we seek sits in the hill country some ten miles south of Jerusalem.
For thousands of years the houses have gathered there on the hilltop like
a family breaking bread. "Bethlehem" means "House of Bread."
In the centre of the village is a small inn. On this night it is overflowing
with people seeking sleep and a place to eat. Behind the inn is a dark
stable. A gray donkey chews his barley and broken straw while a weary
cow leans and rests after the day's plowing in the valley. A sheep nearby
is nearly asleep.
All is still and quiet in the little town.

Hymn On to Bethlehem Town
During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the donkey, the cow, and the
sheep.
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Part 2. As night gathers, the last two travelers come slowly up the 
road. Look, there is a young woman about to be a mother. She is 
walking with her husband. They are Joseph and Mary from Nazareth! 
They have walked for six days to come to this city where King 
David was born, so long ago. 
They have come, like so many others, because the Roman emperor 
wants to count each one, so he can take their money as a tax. 
But it is late, and Mary is so weary. Where will they sleep? There 
is no room in the inn. They decide to sleep with the animals. 
 
 

Part Two.
As night gathers, the last two travellers come slowly up the road.

Look, there is a young woman about to be a mother. She is walking with
her husband. They are Joseph and Mary from Nazareth! They have
walked for six days to come to this city where King
David was born, so long ago.
They have come, like so many others, because the Roman emperor
wants to count each one, so he can take their money as a tax.
But it is late, and Mary is so weary. Where will they sleep? There
is no room in the inn. They decide to sleep with the animals.
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Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward Mary and Joseph.
 8 

 

 

 
Hymn  During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward Mary  
and Joseph. 
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Part 3. Stars brighten slowly in the sky. All creation holds its breath. 
Suddenly, from the stable, comes the cry of a newborn child! 
Mary gently wraps the baby in a blanket and lays him in the 
feed box that his father has filled with straw. 
Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the baby Jesus. 

Part Three. Stars brighten slowly in the sky. All creation holds its
breath. Suddenly, from the stable, comes the cry of a newborn child!
Mary gently wraps the baby in a blanket and lays him in the
feed box that his father has filled with straw.

Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the baby Jesus.
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Part 4. In the hills outside Bethlehem, shepherds watch their  
shadowy story. sheep. All at once, the dark is lost in light, and in the 
midst of the light is something even brighter: the faces of angels. 
The fearful shepherds then hear music in the sky, and a voice 
says clearly, "Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great 
joy, a joy to be shared by all people. Today in the City of David 
a Savior is born! He is Christ, the Lord." 
Then more angels appear, a whole heavenly host of them, praising 
God and singing: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, goodwill to all people, everywhere." 
The shepherds run with joy across the fields to Bethlehem to the 
barn behind the inn. There they find the Holy Family and creep 
forward, overwhelmed with mystery, to find Nativity itself in the 
center of all that love. 
Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the  
shepherds and the angel. 

Part Four. In the hills outside Bethlehem, shepherds watch their
shadowy sheep. All at once, the dark is lost in light, and in the midst of
the light is something even brighter: the faces of angels. The fearful
shepherds then hear music in the sky, and a voice
says clearly, "Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great
joy, a joy to be shared by all people. Today in the City of David
a Savior is born! He is Christ, the Lord."
Then more angels appear, a whole heavenly host of them, praising God
and singing: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, goodwill to all people, everywhere."
The shepherds run with joy across the fields to Bethlehem to the barn
behind the inn. There they find the Holy Family and creep forward,
overwhelmed with mystery, to find Nativity itself in the centre of all that
love.

Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward the shepherds and
the angel.
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Part 5. Three camels plod up the road to Bethlehem. They have come 
from the East, far beyond the Arabian Desert, perhaps from as 
far as the Caspian Sea. The camels carry three kings, the wise 
ones, the Magi. They are following the wild star, the destiny they 
had never seen before, and they are following it, wherever it 
goes, to find the King its shining shows them. 
 
 
 
Offertory. During the singing of the hymn, your gifts will be received with gratitude for 
the various ministries of St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church. 

Part Five.

Three camels plod up the road to Bethlehem. They have come from
the East, far beyond the Arabian Desert, perhaps from as
far as the Caspian Sea. The camels carry three kings, the wise
ones, the Magi. They are following the wild star, the destiny they
had never seen before, and they are following it, wherever it goes, to find
the King its shining shows them.



13Offertory Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward
the three kings. At this time the collection plate will be circulated in the Sanctuary.
Your gifts will be received with gratitude for the various ministries of St. John the
Evangelist Anglican Church.

We Three Kings of Orient Are
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Part Six.

The kings' journey ends in a new kind of king. Their
restlessness rests at last. They fall to their knees and give him bright
gold, sweet-smelling frankincense and bitter myrrh, brought so far
with so much love.

So now we all come, following the star, to find God-with-us. We
come, as people have come all through the ages, to bring our
own gifts to this Child, God's gift to us.

Come forward now. Bring your gifts of stars and of yourselves to
place around the manger. Show us the way into the Mystery of
Christmas, as we sing, for this night is holy and filled with overflowing
silence.
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Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward stars to 
place in and around the stable. 

Hymn During the singing of the hymn, the children bring forward stars to place in
and around the stable.



The Blessing

Dismissal
Leader The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Leader Go forth in the name of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.

Other services celebrating Christmas:
Christmas Eve Candle Light Mass

Monday, December 24 8:00 pm - 9:30 pm

Christmas Day Service
Tuesday, December 25, at St. Martin's Anglican

Church 195 Windsor Road East, North Vancouver
10:30am


