
 

 

 

 

Reflection on the readings for the third Sunday in Advent, December 13, 2015 
 
Based on Zephaniah 3:14-20 “Sing, Daughter of Zion; God comes to bring you 
home” and Luke 3: 7-18 “John, the Baptist, Preaches the Way 
 
Opening Prayer: Dear God, may the words from my lips and the thoughts and 
feelings emerging in our hearts be acceptable in your sight as we reflect on your 
Holy Word for us this day.  Amen.   
 
Today our prophetic messages from Scripture come to us first from little known 
prophet, Zephaniah, thought to be a disciple of Isaiah; then again (as last week) 
from the mouth of Jesus‟ cousin, John the Baptist. 
 
Once again, we hear messages that, at a first glance, might seem harsh and full 
of foreboding this third Sunday in the season of Advent; the Sunday when we 
light our pink candle, symbol of joy as we anticipate once again the story of 
Jesus‟ birth a week and a half from now. 
 
Here we have yet more harsh words to ponder from Jesus‟ cousin, John the 
Baptist, as he addresses the crowd again, this time focusing on the attitudes and 
behavior of the fear driven and pious faithful, the tax collectors, and the soldiers 
who have also come seeking him out in the wilderness requesting baptism.   
 
“You brood of vipers”, he calls them and we might well ask ourselves, do we 
really have to go there again?  And, indeed, the short answer is „yes‟.  Once 
again our lectionary readings continue on from where we left off last week as we 
are invited yet again to go that place of major challenge to hypocrisy that John 
brings to his ministry of baptism and repentance. 
 
John the Baptist, that wild and crazy prophet, is one who takes his work seriously 
and in that work, is not afraid to speak what he perceives to be God‟s truth.   
 
And, we might wonder, what does God‟s truth look like for those early followers in 
the Way as seen through the lens of the gospel of Luke?   
 
According to this particular passage, it looks like a need to tell the truth in love to 
all in attendance down at the river, even to those in collusion with the Roman 
State- the tax collectors, and the soldiers who have come along to see what‟s 
what.    
 
What‟s what is that John has been baptizing large crowds of people eager for a 
change a heart, mind, and body so that they might respond to living in a new way 
under the oppression of the Roman Empire. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

While the first part of this morning‟s readings about the need to turn away from all 
that which separates the people from God and from each other is found in two of 
the other gospel accounts of the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus, 
the second part where John responds to the questions posed by the religious 
leaders, tax collectors, and soldiers appears only in Luke‟s gospel.   
 
And, they are most interesting questions asked and answered! 
   
We might even call them stewardship questions for they speak about what needs 
to be done for God‟s vision of Shalom to come to pass. 
 
In response to John‟s scorching harangue (after all, who wants to be called a 
„brood of vipers” or who wants to be told there in no point in relying on being an 
ancestor of Abraham), the religious leaders ask him a most wonderful 
open-ended question:  “What then should we do?”  
 
And what a lovely, simple, evocative, and creative response depicting love in 
action John offers them when he says:  
 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none and whoever has 
food must do likewise.” 
 
Hearing all of this, it would appear the tax collectors and soldiers are equally 
drawn in as they, too, ask in quick succession: “Teacher, what should we do?” 
 
And again, in both cases, John‟s answers are lovely, simple, evocative, and 
creative: “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” and “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages.” 
 
Simple, clean, honest, straightforward rules to live by, reminding both us and 
those first listeners to Luke‟s gospel of the ancient words from Deuteronomy to 
love our neighbors as ourselves; but, in all three cases as in our own lives, 
change is never easy nor without cost nor model to remind us. 
 
Finally, this morning‟s passage concludes with the words we all long to hear in 
the Advent season as John, the Baptist clarifies for those gathered that he, 
indeed is not the Messiah they long for. Rather, he tells them they are to continue 
to anticipate that One who is to come into their midst living a love that will change 
humanity forevermore. 
 
“I baptize you with water, but the one who is more powerful is coming…” 
 
Reflecting on this morning‟s readings, I am reminded of one of the recent 
newscasts that caught my attention the other day as the first refugees arrived on 
Canadian soil.   



 

 

 

 

What was it that so captured my heart and perhaps yours as well?  None other 
than Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Kathleen Wynn, Premier of Ontario 
welcoming a family with young daughters.   
 
And what was their very first gesture of welcome? To wrap the young Syrian girl 
in the gift of a much needed new coat.  Soon to be followed, I imagine, by 
something to eat. 
 
And once again, I hear John the Baptist‟s answer to the haunting open ended 
question: “What then must we do?” 
 
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none”.   
 
Today as we celebrate lighting the candle of joy we remember that joy does 
come with the dawn, change is possible, and God will turn our mourning into 
laughter.   
 
With the needs of our Syrian brothers and sisters arriving in Canada and those 
still in transit in our minds, hearts, and prayers, thanks be to God and may it be 
so.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


