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Dream a New Dream 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 

Advent 2; December 8, 2019 
 
Text 
Isaiah 11:1-10, A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall 
be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears 
hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the 
calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full 
of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
 
Matthew 3:1-12, In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3 This is the one of whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'" 4 Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume 
to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 "I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
 
Reflection 
The year we moved into our first house in Acton, Ontario, we planted two small shrubs in our 
backyard, a serviceberry and a pagoda dogwood. The dogwood flourished, but, for some 
unknown reason, the serviceberry didn’t grow at all. That winter we were blessed with deep 
snow over the garden. While everything was covered by snow except the shrubs and a tree, an 
animal, probably a rabbit, gnawed at all the branches of the serviceberry. In the spring there was 
no sign of life, so I was wondering what kind of shrub would be a good choice to replace the 
serviceberry. Much to my surprise later in the spring, many tiny shoots began to sprout from the 
branches where life seemed to have been denied.   
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This morning we encounter a similar image for the coming Messiah: “A shoot shall come out 
from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots” (Is. 11:1). Now picture what 
this looks like; you probably have seen it before and it happened in our garden about ten years 
ago. A tree gets chopped down to a stump yet a little later, a shoot starts growing out of it.   

In the history of Judah, neighbouring nations had tried every way they knew how to seal off the 
stump of Jesse that was the root of the throne of David—war, exile, slavery, imprisonment, 
starvation and relocation—Jesus’ ancestors suffered all this and more. There had not been a 
stable king on the throne of Judah for generations. And yet, somehow, there is still life stirring in 
this burnt-out old stump. 

The prophet Isaiah envisions the coming of a kin-dom which is different from the previous one. 
In the history of Judah, king David has become the very model of kingship, however, Isaiah 
prophesizes that God will once again act by bringing from Jesse, David’s father, not David 
himself, another shoot, one more branch. It is shocking news for the people, because the new 
kin-dom will not succeed King David himself, but his father, precisely to suggest that in some 
sense Isaiah does not envision another David at all, but rather a new and better kin-dom, totally 
different from the first model, yet still arising from the same stump. 

What, then, is the new model of kin-dom that Isaiah dreams about? As we have heard in this 
morning’s reading from the prophet Isaiah, the new kin-dom arises from a shoot of the stump. 
That image is vastly different from the one the people of Israel have yearned for for such a long 
time. How can a kin-dom arise from a little tiny shoot? It is so fragile! It is so weak! One wrong 
move and it could die. Too much water, too little water, the wrong amount of sunlight or wind, 
even a tiny bug could come along and destroy it, and it is totally defenseless and vulnerable. Is it 
the longed-for image of the new kin-dom for the people of Judah and for us today? 

Back in the ’90s you may recall there was a project in Quebec called the Montreal Biodome, an 
effort to create a totally self-contained biological environment, a mini-earth sealed away from the 
outside world. Some of it was successful, but one of the most baffling disappointments was the 
trees. They had the sunlight and water and nutrients they needed, but as they grew, they couldn’t 
stand up upright. They flopped on the ground, weak and limp. 

The scientists finally realized one vital ingredient of the outside world they had forgotten: wind. 
In nature, the wind blows and causes tiny microcracks in the trunk and branches of trees. Trees 
rely on this trauma for their growth. Standing straight to the wind, breaking a little but rebuilding 
at the same time, is what helps them grow stronger. Did you ever think that we too might need 
the fierce storms of life? That they might be as pivotal to our growth as the good days of 
sunshine?   

When we think about the vulnerability of the shoot, this is an odd image to use to describe Jesus 
in this season of Advent. People, including John the Baptist, expected Jesus to be the new king of 
Israel, and yet he is described as a fragile shoot growing out of an unsightly stump. Not a very 
triumphant or powerful image! But that’s what Advent is all about. It is about coming to terms 
with the profound knowledge that God chose to come to earth to live among us in such a 
vulnerable state: a defenceless human baby. Isaiah continues: the new kin-dom is different in 
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many ways. “[The spirit of the Lord] will not judge by what his eyes see or decide by the hearing 
of his ears; [instead] with righteousness he will judge the poor and decide uprightly for the meek 
of the earth” (Is. 11:3b-4a). This new Messiah will not rely on traditional ways of judgment, but 
will go far beyond his predecessors, bending over backwards on behalf of the poor and the meek, 
and, in spite of those who would deny it to them, making certain that justice is offered to them. 
In the new kin-dom, “Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins” (Is 11:5). 

And with the coming of the new king, creation itself will be transformed. The animals that are 
natural enemies—wolf and lamb, leopard and goat, calf and lion—will crouch down together in 
peace and contentment, all tended and lead by a tiny child (Is. 11:6). Lovely portrait that this is, 
Isaiah does not want us to wash it in a candle-lit glow; rather he wants to say that God’s plan for 
the cosmos is precisely this: peace, harmony and mutual dwelling. Moreover, the vulnerable will 
not be hurt anymore by injustice. Furthermore, Isaiah invites us to be part of his dream of a new 
kin-dom. In this respect we remember what St. Augustine advises: “Without God, we cannot; 
without us, God will not.” 

In this season of Advent, we simply cannot give up God’s bold dream for us, since the dream 
begins from the very place of our vulnerability, from our broken stumps. The dream begins right 
here from the broken hearted and broken relationships. The broken stump where life is cut off is 
the very place new hope arises. Christ comes to live with us in our very vulnerability. It is with 
this conviction, this certainty of God’s desire for our lives and for the earth, that we are led 
onward into joining the journey toward God’s new kin-dom. Our God invites us to dream 
together and to act together for hope and peace to become our reality. The new Spirit is here 
among us in this season of Advent. So, let us remember that it is even as we recognize our own 
and others’ vulnerability that we find ourselves in God’s kin-dom. May we hope for it, pray for it 
and work for it, for with God’s dream we indeed will realize God’s kin-dom for all people. 
Amen.  

--- 
Hyuk Cho (The Rev. Dr.) 
Coordinating Minister  
West Point Grey United Church, Vancouver, BC. 
 


