
Sermon Notes-June 14, 2020 

“Justice, the Gospel, and Black Lives Matter” 

Revelation 21:1-4, 22-27 

Introduction 

• My personal background – a few non-Caucasian friends 

• British and Canadian history 

• Today combines Biblical insight and personal reflection 
  

The Bible’s purpose 

• More than a book of rules 

• More than a guidebook on how to live the Christian life (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

• The Bible’s purpose is to “make us wise for salvation in Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 3:15) 
  

The Bible’s “Big Story” of God’s plan and purpose 

• Genesis 1 – God creates 

• Genesis 3 – Sin enters the world – the Fall 

• God called the Israelites to display his love and holiness, to be a light to the rest of the world 

(Genesis 12:3; Isaiah 49:6b) 

• The Israelites could not fulfil their calling because sin infected them too 

• Jesus is born 

 Fully God because only God can put us right with himself – we cannot because we are 

sinners 

 Fully human because we, human beings, have offended God – only someone who is fully 

human can take our place and face the sentence of death 

 Romans 3:23-25a 

• Salvation culminates in the glorious picture of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21 

 This city symbolizes the bride of the Lamb (Revelation 21:9b-10) – those who know and 

love Jesus 

 This city symbolizes the fulfilment of salvation (Revelation 21:22) – no longer is a 

temple needed because God’s presence among his people is perfectly manifest 

 Into this city the nations bring their splendour (Revelation 21:24, 26) 

 Here is the picture of redeemed humanity in all its diversity worshiping the Lord in 

equality, each bringing her/his own uniqueness 

 Our Church Signboard changed to reflect this biblical truth 

 Genesis 1:27 and our creation as human beings honours our racial identity 
  

Personal Reflection 

• A better definition of racism is needed to include “over privilege” 

• Peaceful protest is right; violent protest is not 

• But, violent protest occurs because people do not feel they are heard 

• My own skin colour affects how I look at life – I need to be humble and listen to others 



• Sin runs through every human heart (Jeremiah 17:9). The Gospel must be proclaimed 

• The Bible calls us to stand up for justice (Old Testament prophets; Matthew 25:31-46) 

• Lament – weeping over injustice – moves us beyond slogans to a way of life 

• Celebrate the beauty of diversity and unity at Trinity – but there’s always more we can do 

  

John Newton, former slave trader, and “Amazing Grace” 

  

 


