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Temporary… Talk 2 

The Tent of this Body 
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:7 
 
Sunday 14 June 2020 
Dan Bidwell, Senior Pastor 
 

1. Remembering the wilderness (Lev 23:42-43) 
2. Recognizing our experience (2 Cor 4:16-18) 
3. Reorienting our Vision (2 Cor 5:1-7) 

 
 
Now I want to start with a little bit of controversy. I’m going to suggest that there are two kinds 
of people in the world, those that like camping and those who like hotels… 
 
Controversial I know. Some of you are thinking, I like them both! If that’s you, then you’re a 
camping person! If you’re a hotel person, then you definitely don’t like camping. 
 
Me, I grew up camping with my family. We had a little Cub Camper trailer, a 6x8 lightweight 
trailer with a foldout canvas tent on top, storage underneath. This was the 70s and early 80s, so 
it was primitive by today’s standards. And definitely not like the big 5th wheelers you see here – 
they look like apartments on wheels!  
 
I loved camping and the outdoors, and I was fortunate to spend a lot of my teens hiking and 
climbing all over our country.  
 
Now here’s the controversy. My wife’s family was a hotel family.  
 
Literally her father worked in the hospitality industry for hotel companies and airlines and 
cruise boats. So you can imagine, we had very different upbringings, and we’ve had to 
negotiate that throughout our marriage when we’re planning vacations.  
 
But Jo is a very gracious woman and she’s learning to appreciate the beauty of camping, and 
I’m learning to appreciate the many positives of hotels. And our kids like both camping and 
hotels, so that’s a win for me. And I’m looking forward to vacations exploring this beautiful 
country! 
 
I bring up camping, because last week we had our first sermon in this mini-series thinking about 
the lessons that God’s Old Testament people learned while they were in the wilderness for 40 
years, living in tents. It was such a formative time for God’s people that the New Testament 
writers bring it up again and again.  

- Paul speaks about the wilderness experience in 1 Corinthians 10;  
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- The writer of Hebrews speaks about it in chapter 3 
- And in Acts 7, Stephen preaches a fiery sermon about how those listening to him had 

forgotten the lessons of the wilderness. It was Stephen’s first and last sermon, because 
his audience were so offended that they stoned him to death… 

 
So I take it that this message is deadly serious. For Christians, we need to listen to the history of 
God’s people, and learn the lessons that God is teaching us through his word. 
 
So why don’t we pray and then we’ll open up our passage for today. 
 
Our heavenly Father, will you be our teacher today as we open the Bible. Will you remind us of 
our history, but also of the glorious future you have in store for us. Speak to us today, we ask in 
Jesus’ name. Amen 
 
If you’re just joining us today, we’re in the second week of our new series, Temporary. We’re 
focusing on how, as Christians and as a church, we can negotiate this temporary situation we 
find ourselves in – particularly the Coronavirus, and having our church building still under 
construction.  
 
But there are many temporary seasons we can find ourselves in, in this lifetime. The season of 
having small children at home, the season of finally getting the house to yourselves!  
 
Alternatively you might be in a season of illness, or grief. Perhaps it doesn’t feel very temporary 
at all… And you wonder how you are going to cope. 
 
Well as we come to the Scriptures this morning, I want to introduce the idea that the 
wilderness experience of Israel ought to be formative for us, just as much as it was for 
formative for the people back then. So our first big idea for today is - Remembering the 
Wilderness 
 
The wilderness years were so important that God actually instituted a festival, so that the 
people would be reminded every year of the way that God provided for them those 40 years, 
how he delivered them into the Promised Land, and how he kept his promises. 
 
It was called the Festival of Tabernacles (or tents), and we read about it in Leviticus 23: 
 

42 Live in temporary shelters for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such 
shelters 43 so your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary 
shelters when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the Lord your God. 

 
One of my favourite places to camp back in Australia is a place called Long Plain. It’s right at the 
top of our alpine region at about 4500 feet. Long Plain is 20-mile long grassy valley that is home 
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to wild horses called brumbies, leftovers from the old days of cattle grazing in the Snowy 
Mountains before it became a National Park. 
 
We love Long Plain because it’s stunningly beautiful, and remote, and because of the brumbies.  
 
But we also love it because it reminds us of how much God provides for us in our day to day life. 
Camping is fun, but it makes you appreciate the permanence of home. 
 
And for the Israelites, putting up a tent every year was a reminder of exactly that. God brought 
his people out of the wilderness and into the promised land. Out of tents and into permanence.   
 
Perhaps that’s why both Peter and Paul wrote to the New Testament churches reminding them 
that all of life is a kind of camping experience. Both of them refer to our bodies as tents or 
temporary dwellings (in 2 Peter 1:13 & 2 Corinthians 5:1). They want us to remember that these 
bodies weren’t built for permanence, because this lifetime isn’t all there is.  
 
As humans we ache for permanence. We design our houses to last; we desire our relationships 
to last; we desperately want our health to last…  
 
But the longer we live, the more clear it becomes that we humans are temporary and frail. We 
saw it last week in 1 Peter – we’re like the grass that withers under the summer sun. These 
bodies were not built for permanence. 
 
So my second big idea today is that we need to recognize our experience. That is, we need 
to recognize our own experience of being temporary. And rather than rail against it, we need to 
fix our eyes on what is eternal. 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:16 with me: 
 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 

 
Paul was writing about his own experience as an apostle, as one of the founding disciples who 
Jesus sent out with the gospel message. And Paul was probably the apostle who made the 
biggest impact out of all of them. But it didn’t make him a celebrity – it made him a target.  
 
Earlier in the chapter Paul talked about being hard-pressed and perplexed and persecuted and 
struck down (2 Cor 4:8-9). And the book of Acts documents the difficulties he faced. 
 
So with all those challenges, with all those trials, how is it that Paul didn’t lose heart? 
 
The answer is that he recognized the difference between what is going on on the outside, and 
what’s going on on the inside. 
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Paul recognized that outwardly he was wasting away. And that’s true of all of us. I don’t need to 
convince you of that truth.  
 
And there is a right grief that comes with our physical decline. Reading Paul here, he sounds 
tired, and that the reality of his own human frailty was catching up with him.  
 
And it will be the same for us. Some of us are hard-pressed by illness, and struck down with 
sorrow, and perplexed by the challenges that life has thrown at us. 
 
But like Paul, we recognize that this life is not all there is. 
 

Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 
 
For Christians, we know that the inner reality is that God is at work in us, by his Holy Spirit, 
renewing us and remaking us and remodelling us, ready for the day when he reveals the glory 
that will be our eternal bodies. 
 
It reminds me of our church – it’s been boarded up and covered in scaffolding, and some 
people have asked if anything is happening inside. And it can be like that with us and God – 
sometimes it’s hard to see what God is doing on the inside. But just like our church, there is lots 
going on behind closed doors. We are getting a remodel that will last for eternity. And one day 
soon, the scaffolding will come down and the doors will open and the glory will be finally 
revealed. 
 
And the trouble that we’ve seen along the way, the hard work, the disappointments, the 
waiting? Paul says final product will be so amazing that it will make the troubles of this lifetime 
melt away in comparison. V17: 
 

17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all.  

 
Whatever you’re going through, however long you’ve been waiting, it hasn’t been wasted time. 
Because our troubles help us to fix our eyes on what is unseen – they make us long for the 
eternal. 
 

18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

  
What are you fixing your eyes on in this season? Are you fixated on what is temporary? Are you 
caught up in your circumstances, your pain, your waiting, your illness, your loss?  
 
Or are you hearing the word of God this morning which says: lift your gaze to what is eternal… 
Look beyond what you can see now. Look with the eyes of faith… 
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Because that’s what it takes, doesn’t it? Faith.  
 
Paul says at the end of our passage today in 7,  
 

 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 
 
When I was about 10 years old, my teacher took our entire class on a plane to tour the remote 
north west of Western Australia, to Broome, and the Kimberley desert. It was an incredible 
experience, camping in tents except for one night when we were in the desert on this rock 
shelf, and the ground was too hard to put in tent pegs. So we all got into our sleeping bags and 
the guides pulled a tarpaulin over us.  
 
Well, you know that the desert can get very cold at night, and this night was well below 
freezing. And so at about 3 in the morning, our teacher and the guides got up and built a huge 
bonfire and we all huddled around it waiting for the sun to come up. 
 
It was bitterly cold, and I imagine I complained as much as the next 10 year old. But knowing 
that the sun would rise, knowing that it would warm our bones, knowing that the cold was just 
temporary made it just a bit more bearable. 
 
God has promised that at the end of our darkness, the sun will rise on his eternal kingdom. The 
tent of this body might be woefully inadequate, but something better is coming. Something 
wonderful. Something permanent… 
 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, 
an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 

 
The promise of the resurrection is that God will raise our bodies imperishable (that’s 1 
Corinthians 15). Revelation 21 teaches that there will be no more death, or mourning, or crying 
or pain for the old order has passed away. I take it that in the new heavens and the new earth, 
every physical frailty is removed and we’ll all run and not grow weary, walk and not be faint 
(like it says in Isaiah 40:31). 
 
God is renewing us inwardly so that we are made ready for the great unveiling of our 
permanent home. Our permanent body. Our permanent ability to trust God and no longer sin. 
Our perfected selves, clothed with the perfection of Christ.  
 
What a day to look forward to! 
 
Reorienting our Vision 
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My favourite part of this passage is in v4, where Paul talks about death being swallowed up by 
life. And this is the third big idea in our sermon today – Reorienting our Vision. When we 
understand God’s eternal plan, it reorients the way we see this temporary life. 
 

 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to 
be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life.  

 
When we think about death, we think about the end of life. The separation from our loved 
ones. The loss of relationship. Death swallows up life… Or at least that’s how it looks when seen 
with through the lens of what is temporary. 
 
But look at how God sees death in the scheme of eternity – what is mortal is swallowed up by 
life! 
 
God reminds us again that we are not in our permanent home. These are not our permanent 
bodies. All this is mortal. Subject to death. Perishable. Groaning. Wasting away.  
 
And all ‘this’ will be swallowed up by… LIFE! when God clothes us with our heavenly dwelling. 
 
And this reality … reorients the sorrow that we feel when our loved ones die in Christ. Yes, we 
grieve, but not like those who have no hope (1 Thess 4:13). And it reorients the way we 
approach our own death – we don’t want to die, and yet we know that our death will be 
swallowed up by eternal life, and so in another way we long for what lies on the other side of 
death... 
 
That’s the tension we experience when we understand that this life is temporary. When we 
recognize that we’re just camping while we await our permanent home. And I’m not talking 
about waiting for our church building to open, I’m talking about every day, as we live with one 
foot in this world, and one foot in eternity. 
 
How does this change us as a church? 
 
For one, we need to see that whatever is going on right at the moment – coronavirus, 
construction – it doesn’t change who we are as a church. It doesn’t change you as a member of 
the church, or as a part of the body. We’re not waiting until the crisis is over to start ‘being’ the 
church again. We are the church already. We just have to work harder on how we express it.  
 
Maybe there was a group of people you talked to most Sundays at church. Why not do that 
now? Pick up the phone, ask how they are going, pray for them, see if they are doing well in the 
Lord. 
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Maybe there was a group that you were part of, and it had to close because of social distancing. 
What can you do to continue the ministry you shared with them? Is there a different way to get 
together? Can you achieve the same outcome by a different method? 
 
Because our mission hasn’t changed. And our message hasn’t changed. But we need to adapt 
our methods to the season we’re in. How will you adapt as a church member so that we thrive 
during this season, and any other season that might come our way?  
 
Because God has put us here at this time by design. We are the church in Yountville in 2020. 
During COVID and during reconstruction. We might be fragile; we might be hard pressed and 
perplexed and struck down; but God has put us here. Look at v5 
 

5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the 
Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

 
Our loving God fashioned us and placed us carefully right here in this temporary situation 
according to his purposes for us. As insignificant as we might feel, as much as we might be 
groaning from the circumstances around us, God has given us his Holy Spirit as a deposit 
guaranteeing what is to come. We are guaranteed that our death will be swallowed up by life. 
We are guaranteed that God is renewing us inwardly day by day. That he is bringing us ever 
closer to glory… 
 
So this week, will you fix your eyes on what is unseen? 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Father, we need reminding every day to fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
Give us the eyes of faith to see the bigger picture, to see the glorious plan that you are unfolding 
in history, and the plan that you are unfolding in our own lives. Father, when we feel like we are 
wasting away outwardly, will you help us to focus on what you are doing inwardly, renewing us 
day by day. When we face death, will you help us to remember that even death will be 
swallowed up by life, just like it was for the Lord Jesus when your raised him from the dead after 
three days. We know that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in us, 
raising us spiritually to life now, even as you prepare to raise us bodily on the day that your Son 
returns. Father, give us the same confidence that Paul had, in every circumstance. And help us 
to live every day for your kingdom, and for the glory of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. And 
we pray these things in his mighty name, Amen. 
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Further Prayers 
 
Psalm 16 begins, Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge. I will praise the Lord, who 
counsels me, even at night my heart instructs me, I have set the Lord always before me. Because 
he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
 
Father, thank you for life. Thank you for revealing yourself to us through your word by your 
Spirit and ultimately through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We give you thanks and praise for 
your grace and mercy poured out abundantly on us through Jesus’s death and resurrection. 
Thank you for forgiveness of sin and relationship with you. 
 
Please join with me in saying the Lord’s Prayer together; 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Help us Lord as a church to love you and seek your glory first and foremost. Move your people 
to pray for each other, to pray for our leaders, to encourage each other in our faith and to be 
humble. Use us Lord to serve others sacrificially and to reach out to the lost with the good news 
of the gospel. 
 
We give you thanks for the last weeks of our Christianity Explored online course. Continue to 
work in the hearts and minds of those who have attended to bring them to a fuller 
understanding of the gospel. Lord, if it is your will, please use this course, as it is run in the 
months and years to come, to remind people of gospel truths and to bring many to salvation 
through the saving work of your son. 
 
Father, you have placed each of us here in your perfect timing. All things are in your control. 
Help us to know and trust that this temporary world is not all that there is. Our outward bodies 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we know from your word in 2 Corinthians 4 that we are being 
renewed by the Spirit to be more like your Son day by day.   
 
Heavenly Father, take us and use us to love and serve you and all people, 
in the power of your Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


