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Dear Friends of Campbell 
River United Church 
 

A Prayer 
You, holy, faithful, merciful God, 
have called us into being, given 
us names, faces, and vocations, 
and we live them out in freedom. 
In our freedom, we notice only 
sometimes, that we cannot cope 
with all that comes at us, and we 
cannot by ourselves deal with 
the grief, trouble, and anger that 
well up in us.  

After we have said “I” for a very 
long time, we fall back to “Thou”; 
we utter the “Thou” who inhabits 
our memories, memories of 
rescue, healing, and 
forgiveness; we utter the “thou” 
who occupies our best hopes, 
as we hope for peace, wellbeing, 
and justice in the world. 

We move back into faithful 
dialogue with you: we say “thou” 
as we thank and praise you; we 
say “I” as we act out our 
freedom and accept our 
responsibility. 

Just now, in the face of the virus, 
we find our best “I” without 
force, and so we say “thou,”  

“thou” in power,  
“thou” in mercy,  
“thou” in faithfulness,  
finally “Thou”!  

We remember all your wonders 
and then, in gladness we 
remember who we are as yours; 
we recover our gratitude, our 
hope, our resolve, and our 
confidence.  

Amen 

From Self to 
Thou A Prayer by Walter Brueggemann  

 

 

 

 

What is the difference 
between tolerance and 
loving my neighbour? 
Western thought is marked and 
shaped by Christian values. 
Tolerance is one of the words that 
we often use to represent our 
values. Tolerance is integral to the 
plausibility structure of our 
language; yet, we seldom 
consciously consider how we use 
the word. The expression covers a 
range of righteous or even 
exceptional ideals. We expect 
educated people to practise 
tolerance toward other people and 
their opinions. Adhering to this 
normative plausibility structure is a 
requirement for belonging to 
churches and society. The fact is, 
tolerance has been a fundamental 
virtue recognized by our culture 
since at least the end of World War 
II and the Nazi persecution of 
Jews. One might even argue that 
tolerance is on equal footing with 
loving one’s neighbour.  

How many times have you heard 
people say, “I am tolerant; I am not 
bothering anyone?” or “Live and 
let live?” Is tolerance really a 
synonym for the brotherly and 
sisterly love that Jesus taught in 
the Great Love Commandment 
our Golden Rule: “Love your 
neighbour as yourself”? Or should 
we differentiate between tolerance 
and loving our neighbours? 

Jesus indeed accepted all people 
and was concerned about their 

needs. Jesus not only taught 
tolerance, but he also lived it. He 
called the children to himself, even 
when others found it irritating. He 
built bridges between the Jews 
and Samaritans without judging 
them or taking sides. Tax 
collectors, and those who hated 
tax collectors, prostitutes, 
adulterers, and the marginalized, 
all found acceptance and salvation 
in Christ. He treated even the 
Pharisees with honour.  

Jesus was indeed tolerant, but he 
did not endure all things.  

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
called out a series of woes to the 
scribes and Pharisees, to the 
teachers in Jerusalem. “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, because you shut off 
the kingdom of heaven from 
people; for you do not enter in 
yourselves, nor do you allow those 
who are entering to go in” 
(Matthew 23:13). He called pain, 
discomfort, and unhappiness upon 
the scribes and Pharisees.  

Think about it. Jesus did not 
tolerate religious hypocrites. But 
he loved them anyway. 

Loving our neighbours is more 
than tolerance. The word “love” in 
the Greatest Commandment 
comes from the Greek word 
translated as “agape.” The Golden 
Rule in the Gospel of Mark 12:30-
33 begins with agape/love. We are 
to love God with our whole hearts, 
souls, minds and with all of our 
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strength. The command tells us to 
more than tolerate God. Notice 
that in this Greatest 
Commandment of all God comes 
first. Loving God and loving 
ourselves is the primary 
assumption of the Commandment 
– loving God is the first step 
toward loving others.  

Agape love, loving our neighbours 
as Mark uses the word, can be 
found thirty-three times in the Bible 
referring to loving people of higher 
social status. Agape love means to 
respect and honour others. To 
love in the agape sense means to 
highly esteem that person and to 
serve them loyally. Loving your 
neighbour means to acknowledge 
that other and to care for them. 
This kind of love is a matter of the 
heart and an attitude expressed in 
deeds. I am to love God and 
myself and to treat others 
honourably. I must practice a 
considerate and thoughtful 
associate with others. The 
greatest commandment is to love.  

Compared to agape, tolerance is 
“merely” a virtue practiced in 
social situations, which can be 
learnt. Neighbour love, agape as 
integrated love for God, self, and 
others is no longer an intact 
plausibility structure in Western 
thought. Still, perhaps the virtue of 
tolerance can bring us a step 
closer to loving each other. 

What does this mean for 
CRUC? 
To be a Christian church of agape, 
we must honour the others in our 
church and care for them. 
Practically speaking, at this time in 
our COVID isolation, this means 
spending time listening for God 
heading the small, gentle voice of 
the Holy Spirit nudging us to 
contact other members of the 
church to let them know we care. 
An agape church prays for each 
other. Such a church remembers 
others beyond your own private 
cliques and makes sure our 
brothers and sisters are okay – 
honouring each other and caring. 

One of the tools we have for this is 
our telephone tree. Those of you 
with people to call – get hold of 
those people and offer kind words 
and a patient ear. Those without 
people to call on the list – 
randomly call someone in the 
church directory regularly. Come 
to our Zoom services even if you 
prefer a different style of worship. 
Doing so is the plausible response 
for an agape church to honour our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. This 
is what an agape church does. 

Honouring others and acting to 
care about others in the church 
are the difference between being 
tolerant and loving your 
neighbours. May God bless your 
efforts. 

 
 
 
But the Greatest 
of These Is Love  
(1 Corinthians 13:13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 2020 

Dr. Rebecca Giselbrecht 

Minister Campbell River United 
Church 
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Blast from the 
Past 
 
Check out this section of the 
CRUC Newsletter from 1998. 

What has changed? 

What is still the same? 

What needs to change? 

8.  
Perspectives on the Future from 1998 
Four or five people worked together to summarize how people from the 
congregation described the mission of our church and our perspective 
on the next ten years. 

1. Our mission is: 
- to nurture people's spiritual growth, thereby enabling them to 

be the presence of God to others through service in the 
community 

- to help people re-think priorities and to raise issues about 
society’s materialistic values and our own tendency to self-
absorption 

- to be a moderate theological voice which does not use guilt to 
motivate people 

2. Our optimism and our anxiety: 
- our optimism is inspired by the optimistic, energetic approach 

of our minister and our current growth underscores that. We 
trust that as people explore spirituality in the world, they will 
be drawn back to the church. Furthermore, we have 
experienced the tenacity of this congregation through difficult 
times. 

- our anxiety relates to a concern that we are not meeting the 
spiritual needs of our youth, especially when many families of 
the children we baptize do not stay connected. We are also 
concerned about how the busyness of people's lives keeps 
them from becoming deeply involved and how other activities 
compete for people's tune. 

3. Our major strengths: 
- our minister  
- our choir  
- the strong core of dedicated volunteers we have; being 

involved produces good fellowship in many ways 
4. Our major challenges: 

- having too little cash flow and our need to reduce our debt 
- a need to attract younger families, youth, teens, and keep 

them 
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- a need to increase commitment to being involved in the 
activities of the church, both in leadership and in learning 
opportunities 

5. Barriers to meeting our challenges: 
- we have concerns about money 
- the busyness of young families which prevents them from 

greater commitment to the life of the church 
- not knowing how to change in a way that is effective, or not 

wanting to change 
6. What needs to happen for us to become a thriving church in 10 

years: 
- we need to keep the minister 
- we need to offer better financial support 
- we need to develop leadership skills 
- we need to reach out to new members and to young people 
- we need to be concerned about social issues and be relevant 

to what is happening in the community 

Editor's Note 
The above express the most commonly stated views on our strengths, 
challenges, and mission; an average, perhaps. There were, however, 
other comments that were dynamic and worth noting, so I present a 
few here: 

1. Our women's groups provide a real strength, often behind the 
scenes 

2. We need to become more committed to becoming the Church of 
Jesus – a Christian family – there is more to a Christian community 
than a Sunday morning service – why aren't people looking to the 
organized religions for spiritual fulfilment? Perhaps we should look 
at changing that. 

3. To get us through the next ten years we need some intentional 
community building within the church. 

4. We need to break out of traditional paradigms which make church 
seem like a club 

5. Our one-time hurts have turned us inward. It is time we broke out 
of that and reached out more, into the community and beyond. 

6. We do not know what our mission is. This will require some hard 
thinking. 

7. Surveys are not for me. Nothing ever happens as a result of them. 
They are put in the archives and allowed to gather dust! (Surely, 
that won't happen here.) 
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Share Your GOOD NEWS! 
share your Good News with 
our community.  

Carmen-Anne will collect your 
good news for publication in 
our next Newsletter. 

For Your Calendar 
F  “The Only Thing That Is 
Constant Is Change”  

So, please check the events 
on our website 
https://www.crunited.ca/ 
regularly. 

CRUC weekly events on 
Zoom: 

- Minister’s Office Hours 
(Wed-Fri, 11:00-12:00) 

- Bible Study (Thu, 14:00-
15:30) 

- Sunday Worship Service 
(10:00-11:00) 

Special Days 

June 21 is Father’s Day. We 
will honour this occasion by 
wearing men’s hats in our 
Zoom Sunday Worship 
service.  

Our next Newsletter will be 
published on June 27. 

We will celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper in our Zoom Sunday 
Service on July 4 at 10:00. 

July 17, 16:30: Agape 
Lovefeast with light snacks in 
Zoom. 

Campbell River United Church 
will be effectively closed from 
July 26 through August 8. 
There will be no Sunday 
services on July 26 or 
August 2. Please see the 
United Church website for 
alternative services. 

Fall seminars 

Seminar on PRAYER: theory, 
method and praxis 

Alpha Live Course 

 

We understand that one of 
the burning needs of our 
community is to share your 
Good News. 

Please contact Carmen-Anne 
Menegozzo by email 
blcarm@telus.net or 
telephone 250.923.9932 to 

Please check out the information about church openings 
during the pandemic provided by the United Church Pacific 
Mountain Region on our website under News: 
https://www.crunited.ca/news 




