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Romans 8 
“No Condemnation” 

Romans 8:33-34 
Delivered during the COVID-19 crisis via Livestream at Central Baptist Church on June 14, 2020 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 1) This morning we continue in our series in Romans 8.  In this chapter 
Paul shows us how to face difficult things like hardship, suffering, and even death.  The 
key to facing all of these things is having assurance of your salvation.  

o That is, you can face anything when you possess an assurance deep in your being 
that your sins are forgiven, that nothing can separate you from God’s love in 
Christ, and that God is working everything toward your final and total happiness. 

 A 19th century writer named J.C. Ryle wrote these words: (SHOW SLIDE 2) 
“Assurance goes far to set a child of God free from a painful kind of 
bondage, and thus ministers mightily to his comfort. It enables him to 
feel that the great business of life is a settled business, the great debt a 
paid debt, the great disease a healed disease, and the great work a 
finished work; and all other business, diseases, debts, and works, are 
then by comparison small. . . . It makes him always feel that he has 
something solid beneath his feet.”1 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 3) Here at the end of Romans 8—from verses 31-39—Paul removes 
all doubts we may have so that we may be assured of God’s love for us in Christ.  He fills 
us with assurance by asking five questions.  Last week I spoke about these questions in 
terms of five doubts.  That is a good way to look at it but I think there is a better way.  
These are not so much questions as challenges.   

o We have a phrase in English for what Paul is doing here.  We call it “throwing 
down the gauntlet.”  Do you know that phrase?  (SHOW SLIDE 4) It comes from 
the medieval days of knights.  A gauntlet was his armoured glove.  If a knight 
wanted to challenge another knight he would take off his gauntlet and defiantly 
throw it at the feet of his enemy.  If the other knight picked up the gauntlet it 
meant he accepted the challenge.   

 So, throwing down the gauntlet means to issue a challenge in a dramatic 
and defiant way: I dare you to pick it up! I dare you to accept my 
challenge. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 5) Here at the end of Romans 8 Paul throws down the gauntlet five 
times.  He asks five questions. He issues five challenges to anybody and everybody in 
heaven, on earth, or in hell.  He dares anyone to pick up the gauntlet and challenge the 
truths that he will declare.   

o As we will see, no enemy can even pick up the gauntlet to accept the challenge 
for they have no hope of victory.   

                                                      
1 J.C. Ryle, “Holiness,” in Faithfulness and Holiness: The Witness of J.C. Ryle. An Appreciation by J.I. Packer 
(Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 2002), 213. 
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 So, as we read this we are meant to become so assured of our salvation 
in Jesus Christ that we too can defy all challengers. 

 Last week we looked at the first two questions; the first two times Paul threw down the 
gauntlet.  Today we are looking at questions three and four. 

 
DEFIANT CHALLENGE #3 

 So, take off your gauntlet.  Lift it high in the air with Paul and throw it down.  What is 
the third defiant challenge?  Here it is: (SHOW SLIDE 6) Defiant Challenge #3: Does 
anyone dare to charge me for my sins? 

o Look at verse 33 with me.  (SHOW SLIDE 7) “Who shall bring any charge against 
God’s elect?” (Rom 8:33). 

 This word “charge” comes from the court of law.  We are standing in God’s courtroom, 
and Paul throws down the gauntlet and defiantly says, “Will anyone dare to stand up 
and charge God’s chosen people with sin?  Does anyone have the guts to try and indict 
them?” 

o Well, let’s reflect on this.  Can you think of anyone who might dare to pick up 
that gauntlet and accept the challenge to accuse you of sin?  I sure can.   

 First, the devil might pick up the gauntlet.  In the Bible he is the chief prosecuting 
attorney.  The word “devil” literally means “slanderer” and in Rev 12:10 he is called “the 
accuser of the brethren.”  

o He could easily stand up in God’s courtroom and says, “Look at Barton’s life.  
Look at what he did here and here.  That is no way for a Christian to act and 
certainly no way for a pastor to act.  God, I charge Barton with 219 accounts of 
this and 189 counts of that.”   

 Who shall bring any charge Paul?  It sure seems the devil might take up 
that challenge. 

 But second, my own conscience might very well bring charges against me.  We may fool 
other people into thinking we are pretty good but we can’t fool ourselves.  We know 
what we’ve done even if no one else does.  That is why in Romans 2 Paul says that even 
those who have never read the Bible are accountable for . . . 

o (SHOW SLIDE 8) “. . . their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting 
thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day when . . . God judges the 
secrets of men by Christ Jesus.” (Rom 2:15-16)   

 So, Paul you have thrown down the gauntlet but my own conscience 
might pick it up and charge me on judgement day. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 9) Add to this that other people might easily bring charges against 
me.  My parents could charge me with sins I committed in my youth.  My wife and kids 
could have a list of charges a mile long.   

o I have had conflict with other people in my life.  These people could bring a long 
list of charges against me.   

 But most frightening of all, there is One who—above all others—may truly bring charges 
against me.  And that is God himself.  For as Heb 4:13 says,  

o (SHOW SLIDE 10) “No creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and 
exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” (Heb 4:13) 
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 How can I stand before the all-seeing eye of God?  How can I hide my sins 
when the light of his holiness illuminates every dark corner?  I may fool 
others but I cannot fool God.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 11) Who dares to charge me Paul?  It seems like every seat in God’s 
courtroom is packed with those who can do so.   

o They’re so many of them ready to charge me that the line goes out the door, 
down the hall, and into the street. 

 Paul knows all of this.  Yet, still he throws down the gauntlet in bold defiance saying, 
“Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?”  The question implies that no one 
can bring a charge.  But how can Paul have such assurance that no one can? 

o Answer: Because God has justified us.  Look at verse 33 again.  (SHOW SLIDE 12) 
“Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.” 

 What does that mean?  Justification is also a legal word from the courtroom.  It means 
that God the Judge has brought down the gavel and made a once and for all declaration 
that you are not guilty but are viewed by him as having perfectly kept the law.  To be 
justified means no charges can stick. If supreme court of the universe has justified you 
then no further charges can be brought against you. 

o But how can God do this when we have sinned?  Answer: through Jesus Christ.  
Rather than charge you for your sins, God took all the charges that were against 
you and had them applied to Jesus.  Rather than you facing the punishment that 
those charges deserve, Jesus voluntarily took your punishment on the cross.   

 Your greatest need—and my greatest need—is to be justified.  We are 
guilty.  But praise God!  In his grace he found a way to show you mercy 
and yet also be just and punish the sins you have committed.  So now the 
message to all guilty criminals like you and I is, “Call upon Jesus to forgive 
you for he can do it.  Believe in Jesus and you will be justified.” 

o Have you done this?  Do not try to excuse your sin.  Do not think your good 
deeds will make up for your sins.  Rather, admit your sins.  Turn away from them 
and ask Jesus to save you.  When you do this, God the Judge justifies you! 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 13) When you have heard the Judge of the Universe say that all 
charges against you have been dropped, that you are justified, then you are filled with a 
great boldness.  You can turn around and face the entire courtroom of God.  You can 
take off your gauntlet and throw it down shouting for all to hear: “Does anyone dare to 
charge me for my sins?”   

o Listen!  What do you hear?  A great silence has come over the room.  No one 
dares to stand up against you for God himself—the Judge of all—is for you and 
not against you.  God has justified you.   

 Ah wait, but some accuser may dare to do such a foolish thing.  But even 
as the accuser begins to speak the voice of God thunders from behind 
you, “Overruled! All charges, both past, present, and future have been 
fully prosecuted in the death of my Son.”  And then the Judge himself 
looks out at all your accusers and says, “If I hear one word of accusation I 
will hold you in contempt.”  And should one accuser dare to speak again, 
God the Judge says, “Bailiff, throw this accuser out of my court.” 
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 This is why we will sing in a few minutes: 
o (SHOW SLIDE 14) When Satan tempts me to despair 

And tells me of the guilt within 
Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end of all my sin 
Because the sinless Savior died 
My sinful soul is counted free 
For God the Just is satisfied 
To look on Him and pardon me 

 Or in the words of an old hymn from the 1700s. 
o (SHOW SLIDE 15) Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

for who aught to my charge shall lay? 
Fully absolved through these I am, 
from sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 16) If you have placed your faith in Jesus then you need never fear 
that any charge will be brought against you.  You can throw down the gauntlet and defy 
anybody and everybody in heaven, on earth, and in hell saying, “Who dares bring a 
charge against me?”   

o Sin cannot. Others cannot.  Satan cannot.  And God will not for it is God who 
justified you through Jesus Christ.  And if God is for you then who can be against 
you?  This is assurance. 

 
DEFIANT CHALLENGE #4 

 We have said that Paul asks five questions in verses 31-39.  He throws down the 
gauntlet five times.  We’ve now looked at the first three.  Let’s come now to the fourth 
defiant challenge. Here it is: (SHOW SLIDE 17) Defiant Challenge #4: Does anyone dare 
to condemn me for my sins? 

o Look at verse 34. (SHOW SLIDE 18) “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one 
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed is interceding for us.” (Rom 8:34) 

 How is this fourth question of “who is to condemn?” different than the third one we just 
looked at?  Well the two questions are obviously similar. However, there is a slight 
difference between them.  There is a difference between charges being laid against you 
in God’s court and actually being condemned so that God says, “Depart from me . . . 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” (Mt 25:41) 

o But if no charges can be laid against us then doesn’t it follow that we can’t be 
condemned?  Yes, that is correct.  But we are not always so logical.  Paul knows 
how true Christians can believe they are justified by faith in Jesus and yet still 
fear that they might ultimately be condemned.   

 When Paul asks, “Who is to condemn?” and then writes “Christ Jesus” he 
is also making a connection between the two.  So, it can read, “Who is to 
condemn? Will Christ Jesus condemn us?”   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 19) That is a question worth asking.  The Bible declares that God has 
given all judgement into the hands of His Son (cf. Jn 5:22, 27).  So, a true Christian knows 
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that Jesus will judge us.  A true Christian also knows that Jesus himself said that many 
will claim to be his people and to have even done great things in his name but he will 
say to them, “I never knew you.” (cf. Mt 7:21-23) 

o And so even when true Christians are assured that no one else can condemn 
them, they can secretly fear that Jesus might do so.    

 I’ve talked with many Christians, even those who are in the 90s and have walked with 
Jesus since they were young, who say they fear that Jesus will condemn them.   

o I have struggled with this myself. Once I had a dream about the second coming 
of Christ.  In my dream the sky suddenly tore open, like a portal, and a giant 
being whom I knew was Jesus stepped through into our world.  I was so excited 
to see him but he turned and said, “I don’t know you.” In that moment sheer 
terror filled my heart for the One who I thought was for me had condemned me.   

 That dream haunted me and made me think, “What if I’ve been wrong?  
What if Jesus condemns me?”   

 If you’ve struggled with this doubt then verse 34 is for you.  In this verse Paul throws 
down the gauntlet and declares that it is absurd and unthinkable that anyone—
especially Jesus!—will condemn a true Christian.   

o He dares anyone to take up the gauntlet and prove him wrong.  So how can Paul 
be so confident that no one—especially Jesus!—will condemn us?   

 Well he goes on to show four things about Jesus that destroy anyone who 
dares to take up the gauntlet. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 20) First, it is absurd and unthinkable that anyone—especially Jesus!—
will ultimately condemn us because Christ died for our sins. 

o You say, “Yes, I know that.”  But do you?  If you really knew that the why do you 
sometimes worry that you might ultimately be condemned? 

 Listen, Jesus was condemned in your place so that you might never be 
condemned.  Why would He who took your condemnation at the cross 
turn around and condemn you?  It is impossible!  It is absurd!  The very 
reason he died was to save you from condemnation. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 21) But second, it is absurd and unthinkable that anyone—especially 
Jesus!—will ultimately condemn us because Christ was raised from the dead. 

o It’s not just that Jesus died.  God also raised him from the dead. The resurrection 
is God’s proof that he has fully accepted Jesus’ payment for your sins.  The 
resurrection is God’s receipt that Jesus paid your debt in full. 

 So you can be sure that no one—not even God himself—will ultimately 
condemn you for your debts are paid.  If God were to condemn you then 
he would have to say that the death of His Son was worthless and he was 
wrong to raise him from the dead. But that is absurd!  In raising him, God 
declared that his sacrifice is sufficient to save and all who come to Jesus 
are justified. 

 But the resurrection is not the end of the story.  (SHOW SLIDE 22) Third, it is absurd and 
unthinkable that anyone—especially Jesus!—will ultimately condemn us because 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
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o Jesus was not just raised.  He ascended to God and God gave him the place of 
supreme honour at his right hand.  To sit at God’s right hand is to be given all 
authority and power.  Jesus is using all that authority and power to save sinners 
and bring them into his eternal kingdom. 

 Do you really think that Christ’s heart was for you when he was dying on 
the cross but he then had a change of heart once he arrived back in 
heaven?  Do you really think that he who is using all his authority and 
power to save you will suddenly turn against you? No!  It is impossible!  It 
is absurd!   

 Ah but there is one more thing that will bring you full assurance that no one can—
especially Jesus!—will take up the gauntlet to condemn you.  

o We talk a lot about Jesus’ death and resurrection and even his ascension.  But 
there is one last thing about Jesus that proves he will never condemn you and 
that concerns what he is doing right this minute.  What is Jesus doing right now?  
I’m not asking what he did back then on the cross but, “what is doing right 
now?”   

 In the fourth and final place, (SHOW SLIDE 23) it is absurd and unthinkable that 
anyone—especially Jesus!—will ultimately condemn us because Christ is interceding 
for his people right now. 

o Look again at verse 34.  What is Jesus doing for you right now?  He is interceding 
for you.  What does that mean?  Well, if you intercede on behalf of your child to 
the school, it means you are speaking on your child’s behalf to get something for 
him or her. 

 What is Jesus doing right now?  Jesus is speaking to the Father on your 
behalf.  What is he asking for?  He is asking the Father to complete the 
great work of saving you and bring you into his eternal kingdom. 

 In Luke 22:31-32 Jesus said to Simon Peter: (SHOW SLIDE 24) “Simon, Simon, behold, 
Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for 
you that your faith may not fail.” (Lk 22:31-32). 

o Jesus is saying, “Simon, Satan wants to shake you violently so that you will 
fall.”  And Peter did fall for he denied Jesus three times.  But unlike Judas, he did 
not fall completely.  Why did Peter not end up like Judas?  Why was Peter led to 
repentance?  Why was Peter ultimately saved despite his great fall? 

 Jesus interceded on his behalf.  Jesus prayed for him that his faith would 
not ultimately fail. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 25) What is it that will enable you to persevere to the end and be 
saved?  Answer: Jesus is praying for you right now.   

o But what about the fact that I continue to sin?  Answer: Christ continues to 
intercede on your behalf in heaven even when you continue to fail here on 
earth.   

 But you don’t know all my sins?  Sometimes I feel like they are just too 
many.  Jesus is always showing the Father his wounds and the Father 
always accepts you because of what Jesus did.  Hebrews 7:25 puts it 
perfectly: (SHOW SLIDE 26) “he is able to save to the uttermost those 
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who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them.” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 27) Do you think that Jesus will ultimately condemn you? Why 
would Jesus condemn you when every second of every day he is interceding on your 
behalf that you might never be condemned? 

o It is absurd and unthinkable that Jesus will ultimately condemn those who 
belong to him for “Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” 

 
CONCLUSION 

 There you have it.  If you have placed your faith in Jesus Christ, then these verses are 
meant to fill you with assurance that no one can charge you and no one can ultimately 
condemn you.   

o With these verses you can throw down the gauntlet before everybody and 
anybody in heaven, on earth, or in hell. 

 You can defy them all and say, “Does anyone dare to charge me for my sins?” 
o No one can do it.  It’s not because you are innocent of all wrong doing.  Far from 

it.  Your crimes are many.  But God has justified you through Jesus Christ. 
 You can throw down another gauntlet and say, “Does anyone dare to condemn me for 

my sins” 
o No one can take up that gauntlet.  But a secret voice whispers, “Oh yes, no one 

can do it for you are justified by God through Jesus, but what if Jesus himself 
will condemn you?”   

 Ha!  That is absurd!  That is ridiculous!  Do you mean Jesus who loved me 
so much that he took the full force of my condemnation at the cross?  Do 
you mean Jesus who is so committed to my complete salvation that he is 
interceding for me every second of every day?  Are you seriously 
suggesting that this Jesus would condemn me?  I do not even know how 
to answer such an outrageous idea. Be gone wicked voice.  It’s you that 
will be condemned for such slanderous words.   

 It’s no wonder that JC Ryle wrote those words about assurance. It is so true that (SHOW 
SLIDE 28) “Assurance goes far to set a child of God free from a painful kind of 
bondage, and thus ministers mightily to his comfort. It enables him to feel that the 
great business of life is a settled business, the great debt a paid debt, the great disease 
a healed disease, and the great work a finished work; and all other business, diseases, 
debts, and works, are then by comparison small. . . . It makes him always feel that he 
has something solid beneath his feet.”2 

 
 
 
 

                                                      
2 J.C. Ryle, “Holiness,” in Faithfulness and Holiness: The Witness of J.C. Ryle. An Appreciation by J.I. Packer 
(Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 2002), 213. 
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