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Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. In the midst in these moments of continued 

injustice and expressed unrest I pause to send you this missive during this ongoing COVID-19 (SARS-2) 

pandemic. I pray that this finds you in optimal physical, mental and spiritual health. 

 

A few days ago, Bishop Vashti M. McKenzie described this time as a three-fold pandemic. She outlined 

three (3) pandemics: pandemic of economics, pandemic of injustice and pandemic of COVID. As I look at 

these three pandemics, I am clear that it is our responsibility as the body of Christ to evaluate our individual 

and corporate response and plan for addressing each of these areas.  

 

As we look toward the 90th Anniversary of Jones Tabernacle, we have put some things in place that will 

help us commemorate the role that this body of Christ has had in our local communities, Philadelphia and 

even the world. Let us celebrate the 90 years of worship and work, while we seek to increase our 

contributions of our talent, time and treasures for the next 90 years. The celebration service will be 

broadcast during our normal worship time of 9:45 AM on June 14, 2020. During that broadcast, we 

will detail our community-based work and the efforts led by our Social Action Commission over the past 

year. This information will help to inform our work for the next few years.  

 

Seek to increase your individual participation in Worship, Study and Prayer. These are our opportunities to 

continue to seek and praise God together.  We ask that you participate fully, prepare in advance for study, 

and prepare you heart, mind and spirit for corporate prayer and worship. Please join us using Facebook 

Live and the Prayer line.  The new website, that is using the same domain name of 

https://www.historicjonestabame.org/, still contains our calendar which is updated in real-time but now will 

have the ability to live stream worship and study, as well as provide direct links for a variety of online 

giving options.  

 

In light of the continuing COVID-19 pandemic, the Pastor, Stewards and Trustees continue to meet 

frequently to make decisions that seek to maintain the physical, mental and spiritual well-being of the 

congregation of Jones Tabernacle, the community that we serve, as well as, our physical structures. Using 

our standing schedule, all meetings are still being held via conference call and are being evaluated for 

Zoom.  

 

I thank you for your increasing and continued connecting with one another through multiple venues (calls, 

texts, video chats, etc.), praying for each other and remaining linked to the body of Christ. I pray that you 

are seeking opportunities to draw closer to God.  

 

We continue to ask you to abide by the recommendations put forth the public health authorities and 

reaffirmed by the AME International Health Commission. You may access helpful resources at 

www.amechealth.org, the International Health Commission Facebook and Twitter and emerging Instagram. 

Please take extra care to attend to social distancing if you are: 

1. not feeling well; 

2. have a compromised immune systems or other medical conditions (the list is extensive);  

3. pregnant; 
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4. are caretakers; or 

5. a Senior Citizen (over age 60). 

 

If you choose to participate in any of the protests or help with community clean-up, please protect yourself 

by wearing a mask, maintaining physical distancing as best as you can, and eating properly so that your 

immune system is optimized. And don’t forget to rest.  

 

Please continue to love and check on each other telephonically. Please check your emails, text messages 

and the website regularly. Please ensure that your Class Leader has your most current contact information. 

All members should have their Class Leader’s and Pastor Burnett’s contact phone number.  

 

Most of all, continue to pray for each other, our communities, the AME Church and the world. Pray for 

protection and healing on all arenas. 

 

Lastly, I thank all of you who have called, texted, and IM’d to check on me. I am thankful for your prays 

for me and my family.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Pastor Miriam J. Burnett, MD, MPH 


