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I believe in the Forgiveness of sins 

 

 



I believe 
 

Faith is the consent & participation of the 

heart with the longed-for & revealed Vision of 

God. 
 

Sin 
 

I wonder what sin is. Like most spiritual things, sin is something beyond our linguistic comprehension. We know 

it to see it, but there is not one way to describe the painful, harmful, and violent realities, energies, motivations, 

and experiences all around us. The ancients employed several words to get at the meaning of sin. Some are: 

 

 (rasha) ָרָשע     (ra’a) ַרע

evil, bad, broken, blemished   Wandering from the road 

 

 ἁμαρτία (hamartia)  (chatta'ath) ַחָטָאת 

missing the mark    missing the mark 

 

ַשע    (avon) ָעֹון  (pesha) פֶּ
crooked      rebellion 

 

 παραβαίνω (parabaino)   (asham) ָאַשם
transgression     transgression 

 

ἀσέβεια (asebeia) ὀφείλημα (opheilema) 
impiety      debt 

 

ἄνομος (anomos)  ἄδικος (adikos) 
lawlessness     injustice 

 

I wonder what words you like best. Which do you like the least? 



 

Genesis 4:1-8 

1Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, 

‘I have produced a man with the help of the LORD.’ 2Next she bore his 

brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the 

ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the 

fruit of the ground, 4and Abel for his part brought of the firstlings of his 

flock, their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his 

offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very 

angry, and his countenance fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, ‘Why are you 

angry, and why has your countenance fallen? 7If you do well, will you not 

be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its desire 

is for you, but you must master it.’ 

8 Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out to the field.’ And when they 

were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. 

 

Genesis 6:9-13 

 

9 These are the descendants of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, 

blameless in his generation; Noah walked with God. 10And Noah had three 

sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 

violence. 12And God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had 

corrupted its ways upon the earth. 13And God said to Noah, ‘I have 

determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence 

because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth. 

 

 (shachath) שָ ַחת   (chamas) ָחָמס
 violence    corrupt, decaying 



Forgiveness 
 

So, we acknowledge that there is something very wrong. But we do not acknowledge that it has dominion over 

us. It does not master us. We are not enslaved to it anymore. Instead, there is a way out of this experience. 

The ancients called it forgiveness and it is the primary mission Followers of Christ are called to. Metaphors of 

forgiveness in Scripture include: remission (of debt), cleaning, clearing, forgetting, washing, healing, deliver, free, 

unbind, get one back on one’s feet, sight, cast away, straightening, fixing, etc.  

 

 

Luke 24:36-48 

36While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 

said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 37They were startled and terrified, and 

thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, ‘Why are you 

frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands 

and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 

have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40And when he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here 

to eat?’ 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in 

their presence. 

44Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45Then he opened their 

minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 

things. 

 

Forgiveness of sins looks like many different things, but all the many metaphors of forgiveness 

result in the same thing: ecstatic joy, disbelief, wonder, amazement, and hope. 

 

When we say that we believe in the forgiveness of sins,  

we are saying that we believe in offering hope (a future) to the world. 


