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May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be reflections of your word 

to us today, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

Welcome to the season after Pentecost, otherwise known as ordinary time. Don’t be fooled by 

the name, a lot of life happens in ordinary time. We’ve come out of the different flavoured 

seasons where we liturgically celebrate the story of Jesus’ birth, ministry, death and 

resurrection; we celebrate who he is and his story. This is the longest season of the church year 

– 5 months or so – of sitting under Jesus’ teaching as disciples, of learning how he calls us to 

live. Life is what he is offering and what he wants for everyone.  

In the time and place of Jesus’ ministry, the land is occupied by the Roman empire. People are 

bound by their poverty, bound by a system that seeks to control them and treat them as 

something other than human. Crucifixes line the streets and the Roman soldiers were not afraid 

to use them right then and there. The religious system offers a form of God’s love that is 

conditional and based on a transactional system that is heavily guarded by the institution. 

Jesus’ ministry is born out of this context, to bring life.  

As he goes from town to town, proclaiming the good news, offering healing, he articulates 

something that he’s known all along: the task of sharing the gospel is far too big for one person. 

Jesus has a plan to spread the good news to people. Now that he has a group of disciples who 

have been sitting under his teaching, he can start to send them out to practice what they have 

learned: sharing the good news and healing people in suffering. The journey will require them 

to lean into their faith in ways they haven’t needed to before. They are not to take anything 

with them, on their journey, but rely on God and the hospitality of households that are open to 

the gospel message, and take no payment. Jesus sends them out into a new reality, with a new 

level of uncertainty. They aren’t going to do things perfectly, but that is not a reason not to 

send them. They go and practice and learn and share in the good news they are spreading.  

For now, Jesus sends them to Jewish communities; the disciples know how to talk with fellow 

Jews, how to frame the gospel for these communities, and they’re prepared for these 

conversations. Reaching out to non-Jewish communities will come later.  

Focusing their efforts on Jewish communities still leaves them with a huge task, so Jesus 

strategizes further. If you come into a community, offer peace and it is not well received, don’t 

feel like you have to stay and risk your life in order to convince them . . . put your energy into 

the people who are ready to hear and build a movement of people who know God’s love, who 

know life and hope and a freedom that is stronger than circumstances. The movement will find 

critical mass and catch fire because it is about human dignity and life, it’s about standing up for 



those most vulnerable who need solidarity. Systems of oppression fear the Way of Jesus 

because it is about life and hope . . . and it is powerful.  

When we see hundreds of thousands of people demonstrating in the streets to say “we too 

have the right to live,” it resonates with the teachings of Jesus and is a place where the good 

news is alive today, and many people participate as an act of faith. What we are seeing today is 

the fruit of years and years of daily work of helping people to see that not everyone’s 

experience is the same. Its’ learning people’s stories, challenging biased comments, building 

friendships, educating people,  . . . year after year the work continues – it’s exhausting – until 

one day the people whose hearts are changed stand with the oppressed, and together say no. It 

is heartening to see the outrage expressed on such a large scale in a peaceful way, and I pray 

there is sufficient momentum now to create the change that is needed.  

The Way of Jesus is about life, about living to the fullest and removing the things that hold 

people back from being their fullest, best versions of ourselves. As we enter this season of 

ordinary time, may it be anything but ordinary, but a season of sitting under Jesus’ teaching, 

and learning about the power of the gospel to bring life to a broken world . . . and the power 

we have to be a part of it. Thanks be to God! 


