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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover presides & preaches. 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Sentence of the Day: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork. 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 407 “Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works”   
                             (Dakota Hymn © South Dakota Conference, United Church of Christ) 

                             Sung by Carolyn Hamar, Anthea Browne, Gemma Hamblin, & Mary Wills  

Many and great, O God, are your works,  
Maker of earth and sky.  
Your hands have set the heavens with stars;  
your fingers spread the mountains and plains.  
You merely spoke and waters were formed;  
deep seas obey your voice.  

Grant unto us communion with you, 
O star-abiding one.  
Come unto to us and dwell with us:  
with you are found the true gifts of life.  
Bless us with life that has no end,  
eternal life in you.  

Greeting: 
In this time and place, we are not alone for we meet in the presence of the living God.  
For we meet in the presence of the living God. 
In this time and place, we are not alone for the Risen Jesus stands in our midst  
The Risen Jesus stands in our midst. 
In this time and space, we are not alone for the wind of the Spirit moves in and through us.  
The wind of the Spirit moves in and through us. 
In this time and in this space, we are not alone for we gather with the whole company of 
heaven.  In this time and in this space heaven and earth are one.  
In this time and in this space heaven and earth are one. 
In this time and place together, one people in Jesus Christ. 
 In the name of God, Creator, Saviour and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 



Act of Praise:  Canticle “Song of Creation 1, 2 & 3” (BAS pg. 82-85) 
 
Antiphon: Glorify the Creator, all you works of God, praise the Creator and highly exalt God 
for ever. 
 
Glorify the Creator, you angels and all powers of God,  
O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Creator,  
praise and highly exalt the Creator for ever. 
Glorify the Creator, every shower of rain and fall of dew,  
all winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and summer, glorify the Creator,  
praise and highly exalt the Creator for ever. 
Let the earth glorify the Creator.  
Glorify the Creator O mountains and hills, 
and all that grows upon the earth,  
praise the Creator and highly exalt God for ever.  
Let the people of God glorify the Creator,  
praise the Creator and highly exalt God for ever. 
Glorify the Creator, O people of God,  
praise the Creator and highly exalt God for ever. 
Glorify the Creator, O spirits and souls of the righteous,  
praise the Creator and highly exalt God for ever. 
 
Antiphon: Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, praise the Creator and highly exalt God 
for ever. 
 
Collect of the Day: Creator God, from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name. 
You have rooted and grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit to 
speak the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards justice and wholeness. Mercifully 
grant that your people, journeying together in partnership, may be strengthened and guided 
to help one another to grow into the full stature of Christ, who is our light and our life. Amen 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 

Chat @ the Chancel  

 
 
 
 
 



Song: “River Running in You and Me”  
            (Ian MacDonald & Gordon Light; © 2003 Common Cup Company) 

 
River running in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Dancing down to the holy seas, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River laughed on my birthing day, 
wind and water joined in play. 
Soaked my soul in a shining spray 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
River singing in you and me, 
Spirit of life, deep mystery. 
Catch us up in your melody, 
river run deep, river run free. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 40:25-31                                                                                               Lydia French 

To whom then will you compare me, 

   or who is my equal? says the Holy One.  

 Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

   Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

   calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 

   mighty in power, 

   not one is missing.  

 Why do you say, O Jacob, 

   and speak, O Israel, 

‘My way is hidden from the LORD, 

   and my right is disregarded by my God’?  

 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

   his understanding is unsearchable.  

 He gives power to the faint, 

   and strengthens the powerless.  



 Even youths will faint and be weary, 

   and the young will fall exhausted;  

 but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

   they shall walk and not faint.  

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: 19                                                                                                                                   Lydia French 
 
The heavens declare the glory of God,  
and the firmament shows his handiwork.  
One day tells its tale to another,  
and one night imparts knowledge to another.  
Although they have no words or language,  
and their voices are not heard,  
Their sound has gone out into all lands,  
and their message to the ends of the world.  
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;  
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its 
course.  
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again;  
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;  
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;  
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;  
the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.  
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,  
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
By them also is your servant enlightened,  
and in keeping them there is great reward.  
Who can tell how often he offends? cleanse me from my secret faults.  
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my strength and my redeemer. 
 



Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-9                                                                                 Joan Hoffman  

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have 

learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: “Touch the Earth Lightly”   
                                  (Shirley Erena Murray © 1992 Hope Publishing Company; Tony E. Alonso  
                                         © 2007 GIA Publications Inc.) 

                                  Sung by Kathy Middleton & Azeita Harding  
 
Touch the earth lightly, 
use the earth gently, 
nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, 
ours to surrender, 
trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 
We who endanger, 
who create hunger, 
agents of death for all creatures that live, 
we who would foster 
clouds of disaster-- 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 
 
Let there be greening, 
birth from the burning, 
water that blesses and air that is sweet, 
health in God's garden, 
hope in God's children, 
regeneration that peace will complete. 
 



God of all living, 
God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
teach us, deflect us, 
Christ reconnect us, 
using us gently, and making us one. 
 
Gospel: John 1:1-18                                                                                         Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of 

whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”) From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                            Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover & Nell Howard 
 
Reaffirmation of Wedding Vows: 



Hymn: CP 505 “Be Thou My Vision”  
                (Public Domain) 

             Sung by Kathy Middleton, Gemma Hamblin and Sue Hamblin  
 
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art- 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 
 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, thine own may I be, 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one 
 
Riches I heed not, nor the world’s empty praise; 
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
 
High King of Heaven, when victory is won, 
May I reach Heaven's joys, bright Heav'n's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Affirmation of Faith: (Church of England) 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Let us come before Our God, the almighty one, who knows the count of the hairs of our heads 

and who knows our needs before we ask. Let us seek God’s abiding love in confidence, praying 

for all the world, saying:  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you, God, that in Christ Jesus, you have answered our fears with love. Give us faith to 

go where others dare not, to proclaim the vastness of your love for all creation.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you, God, that in Christ Jesus, you aid those who work for justice and peace by giving 

them courage, vision, and strength. Enlist all people in the struggle for human dignity.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you, 0 God, that you favor the poor, the meek, the oppressed, the homeless, and the 

hungry. Make your compassion contagious, so the rich might share with the poor, and the 

strong befriend the weak.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you, 0 God, that you know the dangers that lurk around and within us. We pray for 

those whom you have called to guard and protect your creation, those who work the land, 

those who try to keep our streets safe, and those who defend our nations. Strengthen them for 

their difficult tasks ahead, but keep them mindful of your gift of compassion.  

Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you, 0 God, that you refresh us with times of leisure and recreation. Renew us so we 

might further appreciate you, each other, and all that you have made in the created order.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you, God, that in Christ Jesus, you are always more willing to listen than we are to 

pray. Here the petitions of this assembly as we pray for all in need of your healing; hear now 

the prayers spoken in our hearts; for we pray through your son, Jesus Christ.  

AMEN.  

 

 

 

 



Litany of Recognition and Honour for Father’s Day: 

On this day we recognize our fathers and stepfathers, those who have nurtured and guided us 
in our lives. 
  
We thank You, O God, for those who have been fathers to us. 
 
We honor our grandfathers, our uncles and brothers, and all those who have demonstrated 
love and care to us in our lives.  
 
We thank You, O God, for those who have been like fathers to us. 
 
We appreciate our teachers, leaders and pastors, who have been both male and female, but we 
especially honor those who have extended fatherly tenderness and love in our lives in our past 
and present.  
 
We thank You, O God, for those who have fulfilled a fatherly role in our lives. 
 
Loving God, You have been both Mother and Father to us. Abba, Father, we remember how 
Jesus called out to You on earth, recognizing that You are closer to us than our earthly parents. 
Your love and care for us are felt in the ways we are loved and cared for by others. We thank 
You for all the male figures in our lives who have shared Your love with us. We ask that You 
guide and nurture new fathers and fathers-to-be. We seek Your forgiveness for fathers who 
have fallen short, for models of fatherhood that were limiting rather than embracing, for that is 
not Your model.  You are our ever-loving Parent, Father of us all. Grant Your wisdom to all 
fathers and fatherly figures to love their children as You have loved Your children. 
 
We thank You, O God, for fatherhood and motherhood, and for the blessing of parents in our 
lives. 
 
Abba, Father, we pray with those who are mourning the loss of fathers today, and for those 
whose fathers were absent or abusive. Ease their pain on this day, loving God. May they know 
Your embrace, and that You are more than Father or Mother to us– You are the all-loving, all-
caring Parent, Creator of heaven and earth, who knows the hairs on our heads.  

We thank You, O God, that You are always with us, and that You will never leave us or 
forsake us. 

We thank You for this day, and ask that You bless all of Your children with Your love, 
as a wonderful father loves their child. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn: “The Peace of the Earth”  
                                                    (Traditional Guatemalen © 1998, Christina Carson  
                                                     and Iona Community, GIA Publications Inc.) 

                                            Sung by Kathy Middleton & Azeita Harding 
 
The peace of the earth be with you,  
the peace of the heavens too;  
the peace of the rivers be with you,  
the peace of the oceans too.  
 
Deep peace falling over you;  
God’s peace growing in you. 
 
Deep peace falling over you;  
God’s peace growing in you. 
 
Commissioning: God has given us all that we will need as we reach out in love and caring to 
others. We go into God’s world bringing the good news of liberation and hope. In Jesus’ Name, 
go in peace and may the God of Peace go with us always 
We go in peace to love and serve all of God’s creation.  Amen.   
 
 



TODAY WE PRAY 
Pray for the church of Nigeria. 

Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 
For S. Andrew, Sidney, & Diocese of New Westminster. 
 In the Selkirk Region for Regional Chaplaincies in hospital. 

  
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 

Today, we remember Ethan, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Elmer & Alice, Carol 
Ann, Joan, Maureen, Melissa.   

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  


