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Worship at Home 

21st June 2020 

 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
 
 

 

  



A candle, symbolising Christ’s presence, is lit. 

 

We Gather 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

God of the bold 

we come to you in confidence. 

God of the unsure 

we come to you in confidence. 

God of the loud 

we come to you in confidence. 

God of the whisperer 

we come to you in confidence. 

Loving God, in confidence we come 

the bold, the unsure, 

the loud and the whisperer, 

together we come to you. 

We worship and adore you 

 

Let us worship God. 

 

Glorious Day https://youtu.be/gklJ2XZwDHc  

Stand in Your Love https://youtu.be/MHLEZzyAZrI  

 

PSALM 86:1-10, 16-17 

The Lord Helps and Comforts Me 
1Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 2Preserve 

my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in you. You are my 

God; 3be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. 4Gladden the 

soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 5For you, O Lord, are 

good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 6Give 

ear, O Lord, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. 7In the day of my 

trouble, I call on you, for you will answer me. 8There is none like you among the 

gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours. 9All the nations you have 

made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your 

name. 10For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. 16Turn 

to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child 

of your serving girl. 17Show me a sign of your favour, so that those who hate me 

may see it and be put to shame, because you, Lord, have helped me and 

comforted me. 

https://youtu.be/gklJ2XZwDHc
https://youtu.be/MHLEZzyAZrI


 

PRAYER OF APPROACH AND INVOCATION 

As we celebrate the 43rd anniversary of the UCA, we acknowledge and give 

you thanks loving God for your constant presence and guidance on the way 

to a promised end. The journey has and continues to be filled with constant 

turns and twists with both challenges and joys. 

We acknowledge, O God, that we are part of a suffering world – a world 

where human beings experience pain and suffering on a daily basis. All too 

often we join our cries to that of the Psalmist – ‘be gracious to me, O Lord, for to 

you do I cry all day long’. You do not hide your face from all those who suffer 

right now throughout this world for you have revealed it in Jesus. Rather than 

abandoning us to all the destructive powers of evil, you chose to confront the 

power of evil by sharing our humanity and our suffering in and through the 

sacrificial love of Jesus. Through his love, lives previously overwhelmed by the 

fear of death and darkness have been enlightened forever. 

God of grace and mercy, we pray as we worship you today, that our lives will 

be transformed by the light and life of Christ and renewed by the power of the 

Holy Spirit so that we praise and glorify you not only in words but in deeds of 

love and mercy performed in Christ’s name and for his sake. Amen. 

 

ROMANS 6:1-11 

Alive to God in Jesus Christ 
1What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may 

abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you 

not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised 

into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united with 

him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 

his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever 

has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 

will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, 

he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also 

must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

In today’s Epistle, the Apostle Paul beseeches us not to let sin exercise 

dominion in our lives, for if we do, we are in danger of becoming enslaved by 

such sin - understanding that sin is anything we do which is contrary to the love 

God has revealed to us in Jesus, and with which our lives have been graced in 

baptism. 



But God knows our hearts, our hopes, and our desire to be made new. As we 

offer our prayers of confession, let us open ourselves to God, who loves us, who 

will forgive us and give us new life. 

 

Together, let us pray: 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, Lord of the Church, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word and deed: 

we have not loved you with all our heart 

or served you with all our strength; 

we have been blind to the vision of a renewed world 

and deaf to your call to costly discipleship; 

we have been indifferent to the suffering of others 

and unwilling to forgive one another. 

 In your mercy, Lord, pardon and restore us, 

 that together in the ministry of Christ 

we may serve you with joy all the days of our life. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

We are no longer under law but under God’s grace. 

Paul writes that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus, our Lord, through whom we are freed from sin and brought from 

death to life. 

ROMANS 6:13-14, 22-23 

 

The good news, therefore, is this: in Jesus Christ 

we are loved, 

we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

This is Amazing Grace https://youtu.be/zPQKj2Zptr0  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

GENESIS 21:8-21 

God Hears the Cries of Hagar and Isaac 
8The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the 

day that Isaac was weaned. 9But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 

whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10So she said to 

https://youtu.be/zPQKj2Zptr0


Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave 

woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11The matter was very 

distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12But God said to Abraham, “Do 

not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; 

whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that 

offspring shall be named for you. 13As for the son of the slave woman, I will 

make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 14So Abraham rose 

early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, 

putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she 

departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 15When the 

water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16Then 

she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 

bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as 

she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17And God heard the 

voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said 

to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the 

voice of the boy where he is. 18Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with 

your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 19Then God opened her eyes, 

and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave 

the boy a drink. 20God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the 

wilderness and became an expert with the bow. 21He lived in the wilderness of 

Paran, and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

 

MATTHEW 10:26-39 

Losing Your Life to Find It 
26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 

uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to 

you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from 

the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 

rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 

from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do 

not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32“Everyone 

therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before 

my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 

before my Father in heaven. 34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace 

to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come 

to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will be members of 

one’s own household. 37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me, 38and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 

of me, and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of 

me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it. 

 



Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

HOMILY 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Sprit. 

 

Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 

GENESIS 21:17 

 

So, do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

MATTHEW 10:31 

 

Title: Paying Attention – The God Who Hears and Sees 

 

Are you paying attention? 

 

I have downloaded a news app onto my mobile phone. The app gives me 

access to major news outlets in Australia and around the world. I did this so that 

I can read up on the latest news and current events. It is an enjoyable way of 

occupying my time, especially when I am in my car in the shopping centre car 

park waiting for my wife to return from her shopping, or, as I’m travelling from 

Hoppers Crossing into the city on the train or on the bus. 

 

Lately, I have noticed one particular news outlet running stories to warn people 

to look at their supermarket receipts after they have paid for their shopping. 

Apparently, reports the news outlet, many shoppers are unaware of payments 

wrongly included in the bill. I discovered the reality of this recently. On the 

Sunday evening before Queen’s Birthday, my family travelled to St Leonard’s 

which is past Geelong. On the way, we called into a shop and purchased 

coffee and a few other items which were all advertised at 50% markdown in 

price. I paid for the items, received my receipt, which I put in my pocket and 

we continued our journey. The next day I came across the receipt, and I was 

reminded about the earlier news item about checking your shopping receipts. I 

was surprised to see that rather than paying half price as advertised, I had paid 

full price. It was too late and too far to drive to get a refund. The experience 

taught me an important lesson about paying attention. 

 

The Bible texts from Genesis and Matthew are very familiar stories; however, we 

may well miss what they say to us about God and about ourselves because of 

their very familiarity. 

 

We will explore three lessons the texts point to: 

1. God is paying attention to you. 

2. God is paying attention to others. 

3. Paying attention to God requires paying attention to others. 

 



First, God is paying attention to you. 

So, do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

MATTHEW 10:31 

 

First, the context in which Jesus says these famous words about the sparrow 

and how God sees each one, even the ones that fall to the ground. The 

sparrow’s ‘fall to the ground’ describes its death – which does not occur 

without God’s knowledge and care. If God cares for the sparrows, how much 

more does God care for humans? 

 

Second, the context in which Jesus is speaking to the disciples is in the context 

of their being sent out by Jesus on a mission. Earlier in verses 7-8, Jesus says to 

them: 

As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near’. 

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 

MATTHEW 10:7-8 

 

The following verses then tell of persecutions (MATTHEW 9:16-36). Jesus is saying that 

despite the obstacles that you will encounter as you go about proclaiming 

God’s good news, do not fear – God has your back. Or as the story of the 

sparrow reminds, just as God is paying attention to the sparrow, likewise also, 

God is paying attention to every one of his disciples – including you! 

 

Are you paying attention? 

 

Second, God is paying attention to others. 

In today’s text from Genesis is the story of Hagar and her child Ishmael. She is 

Abraham and Sarah’s Egyptian servant girl. Back in Genesis chapter 16, we 

discover that Sarah (Sarai) unable to bear children offers Hagar to Abraham in 

order to conceive a child. Ishmael is born as a result of Abraham and Hagar’s 

union. Both mother and child are the focus of Sarah’s disdain and jealousy and 

have them banished into the wilderness. 

 

The angel of the Lord found Hagar in the desert. He told her to return and gave 

her a promise almost identical to the promise made to Abraham. He promised 

to make her descendants “too numerous to count”. And then came two 

namings, one by the angel and one by Hagar. 

 

The child to be born would bear a special name. “You shall name him 

Ishmael,” said the angel, which in Hebrew means “God hears,” for “the Lord 

has heard of your misery.” 

 

Hagar names the Lord who spoke to her ‘El-roi’ which means “Have I really 

seen God and remained alive after seeing him?” Several things to note: First, 

Hagar names God – the only instance in which a person has done so. Second, 



Hagar has seen God with her own eyes and survived. Third, Hagar is an 

Egyptian – she is an outsider. She is the other! 

 

In Genesis 21, Isaac’s birth to Sarah again opens the festering wounds and 

jealousies towards Hagar, and at the insistence of Sarah, once more, Hagar 

and Ishmael are banished to the wilderness. 

 

The text goes on to say: 

And she departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
15When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the 

bushes. 16Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 

distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the 

child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17And 

God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from 

heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God 

has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18Come, lift up the boy and hold 

him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 19Then God 

opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin 

with water, and gave the boy a drink. 20God was with the boy, and he grew 

up; 

GENESIS 21:14-20 

 

God heard Ishmael and Hagar and then reiterated the promise to Abraham 

the father, then again to Hagar, the mother, that’s almost identical to the 

covenantal promise made to Abraham about Isaac: “I will make him into a 

great nation…God was with the boy”. 

GENESIS 21:18, 20; see 12:2 

 

Ishmael, the heir of Islam, cousins to Jews and Christians (all three trace their 

ancestry to Abraham), bears a name that signals a promise to every person. 

God is not deaf, dumb or blind nor without feeling or emotion. 

 

God is infinite, but the story of Ishmael and the words of Jesus remind us that 

he’s also intimate. 

 

Just as God pays attention to the sparrow, God pays attention to the ‘other’ – 

the one who is the outsider. 

 

This brings us to the third and final lesson: 

 

Paying attention to God requires paying attention to others. 

It is interesting that we are talking about God’s intimate care of all with 

Refugee Week [June 14-20] as a backdrop. 

 



So what does this say about us? It is that if we want to be on the same page as 

God, that is, just as we have God’s attention, then we must pay attention to 

the ‘other’ – the outsider! It is the reminder that the love of the neighbour goes 

together with loving God. We must not become so fixated that God has our 

back that we become too comfortable looking inward, paying attention to our 

own, we become a cosy club of the ‘beloved’ and losing sight of what we are 

called to be. 

 

A story to illustrate: 

A good many years ago now, a brilliant theologian by the name of Reinhold 

Niebuhr noticed and wrote about an interesting thing that happens in groups 

and organisations. Put any group of people together, Niebuhr said, no matter 

how high and noble their initial purpose may be, and it doesn’t take too long 

before two things begin to happen: they start becoming self-serving and self-

protective. And when that happens, their own self-preservation becomes more 

important to them than their mission or their reason for existence. 

 

A classic example from business is IBM. They used to rule the world, with a 

business machine dominance nobody, anywhere, could match. But then a 

subtle shift started occurring. Niebuhr would say they became more fixated on 

their preservation and self-interest than their mission. And so for a time there, to 

people watching from the outside, it looked like IBM was spending more time, 

money, and energy building huge, impressive corporate office buildings, filled 

with gifted managers and executives, than improving and selling what had 

been state-of-the-art, cutting edge products. And in that gap, little upstart 

companies like Apple and then later Hewlett-Packard, Dell, Compaq and 

others, stepped in and took a huge slice of the pie. Now IBM’s a great 

company, and it was smart enough to fix that problem and regain a whole lot 

of their strength and market share. But it’s a classic case of not paying 

attention to business; of shifting away from the assignment, and worrying more 

about taking care of yourself than paying careful attention to your whole 

reason for being. 

 

So these three lessions: 

• God is paying attention to you. 

• God is paying attention to others. 

• Paying attention to God requires paying attention to others. 

 

Are you paying attention? 

 

Amen. 

 

  



Prayer: 

Thank you, Lord, for your love for each of us. Keep us from becoming so 

comfortable and becoming a closet club of the ‘beloved’ that we neglect to 

love our neighbour. 

Our neighbours include the stranger among us. And so, sustain and strengthen 

your people as we proclaim your good news in both word and deed. Amen. 

 

We Respond 

 

Raise a Hallelujah https://youtu.be/G2XtRuPfaAU  

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- countries and nations of the world 

- those who are sick and in need 

- the Church and our congregation 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

And in the languages of the nations, we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

https://youtu.be/G2XtRuPfaAU


your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: ‘Your SURNAME’ 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

All My Ways are Known to You  https://youtu.be/44mVzqGeS-Q  

 

We are Sent 

 

BENEDICTION 

Live purposefully, 

for God hears the voice of every child. 

Live trustingly 

for even the hairs of our heads are numbered. 

Live bravely, 

for fear of failure is overshadowed by the love of Christ. 

 

And the blessing of God, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Burn Like a Star https://youtu.be/VX8IuCQV5xk 

 

The service is ended. 

http://www.hoppersuniting.church/offering
https://youtu.be/44mVzqGeS-Q
https://youtu.be/VX8IuCQV5xk
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