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“Beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 

whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things.” 

 

This is, for me, the single most pivotal statement from Paul in all his writings. This verse, in the context it was 

written, and in that particular time of Paul’s life and ministry, speaks of a person who has transcended mere 

missionary work - mere apostleship. This statement evidences a person who has seen the kingdom of heaven, 

glimpsed the face of Christ, and now directs his readers to the only thing he can: to “whatever.” What ever? If 

that sounds vague to you, it is. That’s the give-away that Paul is now functioning at a whole different level of 

discipleship. 

 

In the tradition of mysticism, it is not uncommon for those who have experienced the Divine up close, to come 

away unable to adequately articulate the truths they discovered. Words fail, and we are left with relying on our 

intuition to direct us toward those truths.  

 

Whatever is true. Whatever is just. This is a sharp departure from the kinds of things Paul is more famous (or 

infamous) for saying. Typically we look to Paul for doctrinal direction. The foundations for such ideas as the 

atonement for our sins through the sacrificial death of Jesus, and resurrection from the dead into eternal life for 

those who believe in Christ, are just a few of the things that come to mind when we think about Paul. Paul is 

referenced whenever people feel the role of women in leadership positions needs to be debated. These are the 

kinds of things that come to mind when Paul’s contributions to Christianity come up - not “whatever.” But these 

whatever statements are powerful, and yet however memorable the verse is, it’s not generally associated with 

classic Pauline theology. And that’s a shame, because “whatever” opens up the kingdom of heaven on earth in 

more ways, to more people, than arguments about circumcision ever could. 

 

Paul writes this letter to the community in Philippi near the end of his life. Paul writes from his cell a Roman 

prison. It is believed that he was martyred not long after this letter was sent. In this place, at this time, under 

these conditions, Paul has the opportunity to reflect on his years of ministry.  

 

His experiences with a variety of communities and circumstances gives him a unique view for the diversity of 

ways the kingdom of heaven can present itself. We know that all ministry is contextual - what works in one church 

might not work at another church. Paul preached the same Jesus Christ in all his letters, but the community in 

Corinth would receive that message differently than the community in Ephesus. Even though it’s the same Divine 

creator who set all the world in motion, we all respond based on our location and experience. Whether he 

expresses this outright or not, it becomes the basis for Paul’s conclusion in today’s reading. 

 

From all the things he wrote, said, and lived, one thing has become clear to Paul. There is a powerful commonality 

in all the diversity in God’s creation. It cannot be easily defined or quantified. It must be authentically lived, and 

allowed to be extended as natural an expression of faith. The best way Paul can describe that is to open it up to 

“whatever.” 

 

Truth, honour, justice, and excellence are what the kingdom of heaven is made of. These ideals transcend time 

and place, culture and context. It’s not always easy to define truth or honour, but we know it when we feel it. The 

answer to the question what is just, is, what are you trying to get at? My personal understanding of excellence 



is very broad, and it doesn’t necessarily include perfection. If we are to begin to perceive the vastness of the 

kingdom of heaven, we must broaden our thoughts to the diversity of ways it presents itself to us. 

 

Today in Canada we pay special attention to National Indigenous Day of Prayer. This is a new thing for me. We 

don’t have anything like this where I come from. I know that this land is vast, and the term “Indigenous” 

encompasses the tremendous variety of expressions that can be found from coast to coast to coast. It would 

seem that the word “Indigenous” is to the variety of First Nation cultures as “whatever” is to Paul’s 

acknowledgement of the diversity of heaven. There is simply too much to fit easily into one box - so, best to not 

box it in.  

 

In the same way that Paul’s understanding of the nature of God’s salvation in the world was informed by all the 

different people he met, so too should our life in God’s creation include the different people around us. There is 

much we can learn from our neighbours that will allow a better understanding of the vastness of God’s heaven 

all around us. 

 

That which is pleasing, commendable, and worthy of praise is also available in the First Nations communities in 

our area. How might a song in an unknown language become a vehicle for God to touch us deeply? In what 

ways can our church’s leadership style be improved by leadership lessons from First Nations elders? What have 

you experienced from the Katzie and Kwantlen communities that you would like others to know about? Whatever 

we encounter, whatever moves us, whatever helps us perceive God’s presence with us, think about these things. 

 

How do we reconcile such an open and broad mystical statement from Paul, when so much more has been 

written of his reasoned and logical doctrinal approach to faith? Given the time and space to reflect more deeply 

on the abundance of God’s creation, Paul was able to take his faith to a whole new level. When not pressed to 

argue such things as the legality of allowing Gentiles to receive salvation through Christ, or the application of 

dietary practices, Paul was able to free his heart to receive what his head was too busy to consider.  

 

Does Indigenous prayer challenge you? If the thought that First Nations’ expressions of heaven and the realms 

of God on earth makes you wonder if you’re straying into a taboo topic, let me call your heart’s attention to the 

first things we read in Paul’s letter this morning.  

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always,” Paul says. He quickly followed it with, “Do not worry about anything.” God - in 

whatever way you understand God - is in control of all this creation. It’s not necessary for us to bend it into 

another shape. “The peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds.” 

Listen deeply, with the ears of your heart, to what God is revealing to you about truth, justice, honour, and 

excellence. Step confidently into a whole new level of discipleship. 

 

Heaven is vast, beloveds; and in God’s omnipotence, God is able to express that vastness in more ways than 

we can count. Ours is not to box God in, but to free God to reveal heaven to us. Today, we are invited to direct 

the attention of our hearts to the Indigenous populations, and what their prayers can reveal to us. We’ve been 

given this special day to explore new ways God reveals the kingdom of heaven to us. 

 

And that’s good news. 

 

 


