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Minutes of  74th Special Convention of Synod (Electoral) 
Anglican Diocese of Calgary | June 16, 2012 from 9:30 am – 12 pm 

 

 
1. Opening Motions 
 

Announcement of the Chair 
Announcement of the Secretary of the Meeting 
Appointment of Clerical and Lay Secretaries 
Announcement of Credentials Committee 
Appointment of Scrutineers 
Credentials Committee Report 
Report on Quorum 

 
2. Diocesan Search Committee Report – Pat Cashion 

 
List of Nominees 

 
3. Opening Worship 

 
Attach Order of Service. 
Homily by David Ashdown 

 
4. Keypad Distribution & Set up for Voting – Stephen Koning 

 
Clergy keypads are 1-60, Lay keypads are 60+. 
 
Stephen goes over the keypad voting process. There are 161 total voting. And there are 
test votes with 48 voting clergy and 113 lay voting. 

 
5. VOTING – Most Rev. David N. Ashdown, Metropolitan 

*Number of ballots required for an election is 50% +1 of the votes in both houses.  (25 
Clergy and 57 Lay)  

 
Ballot #1 opens at 11:25 am with the following results: 
 

 Kerr-Wilson, G.  C 17 L 41 Total 58 

 LeSueur, R.  C 2 L 18 Total 21 

 Luke, I.   C 1 L 10 Total 11 

 Packwood, G.  C 6 L 13 Total 19 

 Tucker, A.  C 22 L 31 Total 53 
 

Rev. Dr. Iain Luke comes off the ballot as lowest votes received. 
Rev. Canon Gene Packwood withdraws his name. 
Rev. Dr. Richard LeSueur withdraws his name. 

 
Ballot #2 opens at 11:45 am with the following results: 
 

 Kerr-Wilson, G.  C 23 L 68 Total 91 

 Tucker, A.  C 25 L 45 Total 80 
 

6. LUNCH – 12:15 pm – 1:00 pm 
 

7. Additional Voting 
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Ballot #3 opens at 1 pm with the following results: 
 

 Kerr-Wilson, G.  C 23 L 70  Total 93 

 Tucker, A.  C 25 L 43 Total 68 
 

The Metropolitan outlines the four available options to the Synod regarding the 
voting process: 

a) Vote again down the road. Appoint another Search Committee, etc. 
b) Review the ballot with everyone’s names again. 
c) Let someone else decide, i.e. the Electoral College of the Province (The Bishops 

and Lay Clerics from each Diocese in our Ecclesiastical Province). 
*For these to happen there would be a resolution from the floor and then a debate 
and a vote. 
d) Reballoting by percentage on ballot #6. 

 
He mentions that we have had two ballots with a deadlock. If there is three more ballots 
with the same results, the next ballot (#6) would fall to option “d”. 
 
Ballot #4 opens at 1:35 pm with the following results: 
 

 Kerr-Wilson, G.  C 23 L 69  Total 92 

 Tucker, A.  C 25 L 44 Total 69 
 
The Metropolitan announces that any of the first three options he outlined are able to be 
put forward at any time. Only after ballot #6 this would be unavailable. 
 
There was a question about if the resolution regarding the vote has to be put in writing 
and what percentage can it be passed by? It can be moved verbally from the floor with 
50% +1 (as is the standard procedure). And another question about moving while the 
ballotting is occurring (no, not while the voting is taking place). 
 
Ballot #5 opens at 1:50 pm with the following results: 
 

 Kerr-Wilson, G.  C 24 L 70   Total 94 

 Tucker, A.  C 24 L 43 Total 67 
 
The Chair has received a notice of motion as follows: 
 

Moved by: Blake Kaneswischer 
Seconded by: Heather Campbell 
THAT, the Synod chooses to enact section 9.23-2 of Canon 9 of the Prov. Canons: 
That we discontinue the election in progress and recontinue at a later date. 

Resolution is defeated. 

 
i.e. We would shut down proceedings today and we begin the search process again. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Blake (the mover) states that he proposed this motion with hope that our Diocese will 
achieve a resolution that we can all partake of with joy and humility. It is his belief that 
we need a Bishop that is truly welcomed by all. If we continue this way we may have 
a bishop we cannot joyfully work with. 
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Heather (the seconder) states that the bishop needs to have a mandate from us, and 
a clear one as a community and this pattern of voting has not shown a clear mandate 
for one individual. This is about taking some reflection and being prayerful and not 
frustrating ourselves today. 
 
Another question re: clarification on the explanation. That the synod would be 
adjourned, or dissolved. If it’s adjourned do the same delegates re-attend? We elect 
new delegates at our annual meetings of parishioners. If after the annual meetings 
next year it would be a new synod with new delegates. Peter states that this is true 
and the Archbishop is correct that if occurring this year it would be the same 
delegates. 
 
Arthur Sheffield states he would vote against the resolution, and says that even if the 
election is close it doesn’t mean the person that assumes the office wouldn’t be 
supported and joyfully received.  
 
Andrew states that as a youth delegate he is interested in having someone that is 
willing to move forward. How can we do that if we can’t pick a bishop now? 
 

Ballot #6 opens at 2:12 pm with the following results (total votes are now at 160): 
 

 Kerr-Wilson, G.  C 24 L 72   Total 96 

 Tucker, A.  C 24 L 40 Total 64 
 
The Metropolitan declares a 20-minute break until 2:40 pm. 

 
The Metropolitan outlines the process for the next ballot and becoming the Bishop elect. 
 
Once ballot 7 opens there is no further resolution available. Ballot #7 will be aggregate in 
2 houses by percentage. Highest percentage will be elected. If elected the Metropolitan 
will speak to both candidates. Once one has accepted he has to go to the House of 
Bishops for approval. 
 
Ballot #7 opens at 2:40 pm with the following results (total votes are now at 159): 
 

 Kerr-Wilson, G.  C 23 (48%) L 70 (63%)   Total 93    (111%) 

 Tucker, A.  C 25 (52%) L 41 (37%) Total 66    (89%) 
 
The Metropolitan complements the Diocese of Calgary on their competency and 
congratulates everyone, saying the work has been absolutely stellar. He also appreciates 
the goodwill and honest and open support to one another that we have exhibited. 
 

The Rt. Rev. Gregory Kerr-Wilson has been declared elected with an aggregate 111% of 
the vote on ballot #7. 

 
There was a question regarding amount of required votes. Two keypads were turned in. 
 
Sid Black would like to move a motion of thanks to the Metropolitan, Barry, etc. 

 
The Metropolitan announces that the Rt. Rev. Gregory Kerr-Wilson accepts his election.  
 
Greg states that he is deeply humbled by our trust in him and looks forward to his ministry in this 
place. He said that he hopes he will be able to meet our hopes, dreams & expectations as we 
work together the proclamation of the gospel in southern Alberta. He’s particularly grateful for the 
strength & gifts of the other nominees. He is looking forward to working with us and together we 
will all make a wonderful team. He accepts. 
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The Metropolitan states that there are many giftings in this diocese and there will be a powerful 
force for the gospel in southern Alberta. 
 

8. Announcements – Ven. J. Barry Foster 
 

Says thank you to the members of the Synod for their presence and participation and for 
all of the diligent work done in advance of this (including all the meetings attended). 
 
Thanks to the Wardens at St. Peter’s for hosting us at here, and to Ethnicity Caterers. 
 
To Synod Steering Committee and to Mark and Cathy. He also names the other 
members of the committee thanking them. 
 
To the Search Committee, with Pat Cashion, Jane Rowland, Don McLeod, Gene 
Packwood, Carol Hayes, Sheila Vanderputten, also thanks to Bishop Michael Hawkins, 
Michael Sun and Roselyn from Rupert’s Land from the Province. 
 
Thanks to Bethany Vanderputten who worked overtime getting us ready for today. 

 
9. Expungement of Records 

 
The Metropolitan orders that the records from this Synod be expunged and to turn in your 
keypads and nametags. 

 
10. Adjournment 
 

The Metropolitan closes the meeting at 3:08 pm with prayer. Meeting adjourned. 
 


