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Jer 20:10-13 
Ps 69 R/.  Lord, in your steadfast love, answer me. 
Rom 5:12-15 
Mt 10:26-36 

 
 

In the 10th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, we encounter Jesus teaching the twelve Apostles 
about their mission, and He spares them no illusions: See, I am sending you out like sheep into 
the midst of wolves… they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and 
you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me … and you will be hated by all 
because of my name (Mat 10:16-18, 22). 

Jesus never hid from His Apostles –– from any of His disciples, really –– that following 
Him would be costly and dangerous: If they hate the Master, be assured they will also hate the 
student; if they crucify Me, don’t expect anything different for yourselves, he said (cf. Mt 10:25). 

And history shows us how true this has been! How many Christians have shed their blood 
for Jesus over the centuries; how many in the last century alone! And we don’t have to look very 
hard to see how many people today hate Christians. Just make a public statement reaffirming 
Jesus’ moral teachings on sexuality and you’ll see all the wolves come out –– even some hidden 
in the Church. 

But I’m not saying this so we can pity ourselves and feel victimised… because that’s not 
a Christian attitude. Persecuted Christians are never victims (at least not in the modern common 
use of the word). We’re not victims because Jesus told us this would happen; He told us to 
expect it. That’s because goodness always reveals evil, truth always reveals the lie, and light 
always reveals darkness. And no one likes to be reminded that what they’ve chosen to do is evil, 
deceptive or dark. This is why evil always has to repress goodness, hoping that silencing truth 
will also silence their own conscience. That’s why moral dialogue is no longer permitted in the 
public forum today. If someone tries to speak about moral truths today, they’re called intolerant 
bigots and hatemongers, and are threatened with fines and even imprisonment. And I’m not 
speaking about Russia or China; this is the case here in Canada! 

This shouldn’t surprise us, though; Jesus told us it would happen. But He also told us that 
despite this, we shouldn’t be afraid: Fear no one, He said… Do not fear those who kill the 
body… do not be afraid: you are of more value than many sparrows (Mt 10:16, 28, 31). 

Yes, we will be persecuted for following Jesus, but we’ll also be protected by Him if we 
remain faithful. The devil will attack us, but Jesus has already defeated the devil, so do not be 
afraid; be steadfast and don’t let the evil one drag you down with him. This is Jesus’ lesson for 
us today. 

If God cares for the animals and feeds and clothes them, how much more will He care for 
us as we seek to remain close and faithful to Him? Why should we be afraid to lose our 
temporary physical lives? Should we not rather fear eternal hell instead? 
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This is the important witness of the martyrs. Yes, physical life is good, beautiful and 
important, but it’s not the greatest good nor the most important. Jesus wasn’t born, crucified and 
risen so that we could have comfort. He died to forgive our sins and rose to restore us to right 
relationship with the Father, to free us to live according to the love of God, not according to the 
teachings of the world. 

Only when we realise how much God loves us, how much Jesus desires us, will we ever 
be able to fearlessly live according to His love, no matter the cost. This is the lesson of the 
martyrs. Losing Jesus is more costly than losing our lives! And this, my brothers and sisters, is a 
truth that we so dearly need to rediscover today. We cannot follow Jesus all the while seeking to 
follow or appease the spirit of the world. We must choose! 

And this again is where the martyrs are indispensable for us. Because they are in fact 
victims. Again, not in the modern sense of the word, as one who unjustly suffers a crime or 
violence, but in the classic sense of the word, as one who is offered to God as a sacrifice. Just as 
Jesus embraced the Cross and offered Himself to the Father as a sacrifice of fidelity and love, so 
too, Christians are called to embrace the Cross and offer themselves out of love and fidelity to 
Jesus. Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before 
my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven (Mt 10:32-33). 

My brothers and sisters, who is it we’re trying to please in our lives? Whose praise and 
embrace are we seeking? Because there is only one door to Heaven, only one God who loves, 
only one Judge who saves… Are we seeking Him and His will, or are we seeking comfort and 
worldly acceptance? 

As we examine our consciences and our lives in light of this Scripture, may the Lord 
Jesus give us the grace to be courageously faithful to Him, even in the face of persecution, so 
that like Him, we too may remain faithful to the Father’s love and grow in grace and holiness to 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 

Jesus, be our refuge and out strength; grant us the grace to trust you and to follow you 
faithfully. Amen. 


