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God’s Gospel Brings Great Change                       Pastor Tom 
~ 2 Corinthians 5:11-17                   June 21 2020 
 

They pop up everywhere.  You see them before your YouTube video starts or on the side of websites.  

They may show up on your Facebook feed or suddenly start playing while you’re reading an article online.  You 

know how they start.  Someone with a near perfect body appears smiling and enjoying their life.  Then a narrator 

starts asking questions – “Would you like to look like this?  Wouldn’t you like to feel better and do all you want to 

do?”  Then comes the pitch.  All you have to do is add this one ingredient to your diet and it will change you.  Or 

if you eliminate this one item from your meals, you can look like this.  Or if you change one piece of your thinking, 

everything else will fall into place.  Meanwhile the perfect looking people walk or run around in the background.  

You’re tempted to sign up because it looks so promising.   

Yet if I have time, I like to check the reviews of these claims.  Most of the time, there is much more required 

than adding one item to your diet or getting this one vitamin.  You have to pay for some program or buy their 

special product.   A whole new set of habits, behaviors and practices need to be adopted if we’re going to see 

real change in our appearance.   So what was presented as so simple to begin with turns out to involve much 

more.  We may simply turn away or quickly give up.   

I wonder if we sometimes approach our Christian walk like this.  We come to Christ with great excitement 

about our new life and salvation or we experience a spiritual high at summer camp or some retreat.  We look 

forward to changes for the better and all that God will do.  But after a while it gets routine.  Maybe it even gets 

boring. Maybe our lives don’t look that different than our neighbors who don’t know Christ.  

But isn’t the Gospel supposed to make a huge difference?  Don’t we advertise it as life changing and 

destiny altering?  Have we overpromised with the Gospel just like so many of those pop up ads over sell their 

products?   

We have an opportunity to think about this today as we continue our walk through 2 Corinthians.  

Remember the Apostle Paul is trying to reconnect with a congregation dear to him.  Yet there were a few who 

loudly opposed Paul and criticized his decisions.  This led to doubt among the congregation about Paul’s reliability 

and authenticity.  So he writes 2nd Corinthians to defend and display his integrity before God and the people. So 

the Gospel can continue to grow in them.  As he continues his defense, we come to this question. How does the 

Gospel bring tangible change to our lives?  
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Today we are going to see 3 great changes the Gospel brings to us. I will spend time with each change 

thinking especially how fathers can bring this change to fullness in their lives.  Then we will take a moment to 

evaluate whether our lives are showing such changes.  Finally, we will look at how we might restart or continue 

to incorporate those changes into our lives. My hope is that if you have experienced any diminishment in your 

enthusiasm for the Gospel or you’re even wondering if it was oversold, you will recapture your joy and hope for 

God to continue His good Gospel changes in your life.  So let’s go to 2 Corinthians 5:11-17 to find some answers.   

 
2 Corinthians 5:11-17 (ESV)  
 

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is 
known also to your conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast 
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is 
in the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love 
of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he 
died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was 
raised. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

 
 Last time we were in this letter, we ended at verse 10.  “For we must all appear before the judgement seat 

of Christ so that each one may receive what he is due and for what he has done in the body, whether good or 

evil.”  From this verse, Paul continues.  “Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others.”  So in light 

of the judgment seat of Christ and with a healthy fear or respect of Christ, Paul tries to persuade others.  Of what?  

He could try to persuade others to get ready for the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Or he could be trying to persuade 

the Corinthians of the sincerity of His ministry.  Either way, because of his fear of Christ asserts that his ministry 

is open before God.  He has nothing to hide.  “But what we are is known to God.”  He hopes the Corinthians as 

a whole grasp this in their consciences.   

 But he’s concerned about coming across as too self-promoting.  So in verse 12 he says “We are not 

commending ourselves to you again.”  Instead he tries to give them clear and strong reasons to boast in a good 

way about him.  Remember we talked about boasting back in chapter 1:12 and 14?  In that culture, it was common 

to promote yourself and list your qualifications.  Paul refuses to get into qualification comparison.  It’s more 

important to him to be right before God. So he points to his character and openness of ministry before God.  He 

wants to give the Corinthians who support him good grounds to counter those who accuse him.  Note how he 
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portrays his opponents at the end of verse 12.  “They are those who boast about outward appearance and not 

about what is in the heart.”  This will be very important in a few moments when we consider the changes the 

Gospel will bring to our lives.  But we get a hint here.  Paul’s opponents boast about outward appearance.  But 

Paul boasts or focuses on what’s in the heart.   

 Then comes verse 13 which seems strange to us at first glance.  “For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; if we are in our right mind it is for you.”  He’s likely responding to another accusation here.  “Paul is crazy.  

Paul is out of his mind.”  Maybe the opponents resented his passion.  Maybe they resent the rebuke he brought 

to the church in the painful visit and letter.  So they may have accused him of being out of his mind.  But Paul 

says any such behavior is actually because of God and his calling on Paul’s life.  Otherwise, in sound mind, he 

ministered for their benefit.   

 But in verse 14, we start to see the great changes the Gospel brings into our lives.   To understand that, 

we need to know what is the Gospel or God’s good news.  Verse 14 answers this for us.  “For the love of Christ 

controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all died.”  So part of the Gospel 

message is that Christ died for all.  The Gospel focuses on Christ’s death on our behalf.  In fact at the end of 

verse 15 Paul writes about “him who for our sake died and was raised.”  So Christ died and was raised for us.  

Christ died so that we could live.  Why did He have to die?  He died because of our sin and rebellious heart 

towards God.  The price for that sin was our deaths.  Christ took our sin upon him so that we could live.  We will 

spend much more time on this the next time I preach which will focus on verses 18-21 of this chapter.      

 Now with the Gospel in mind, let’s look at what the Gospel brings in verse 15.  “And he died for all, that 

those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.  What 

changes does the Gospel bring to our lives? #1: It changes our reason for living.  Paul’s opponents lived 

for themselves and promoted themselves.  A devoted Christ follower does not live for themselves but for Christ.   

You and I don’t have to learn how to live living for ourselves.  It’s comes naturally ever since the fall of 

humanity.  It’s the driving motivation for most people.  The Gospel however, comes from God’s love.  It brings the 

drastic change of reordering our life purpose.  We no longer live for ourselves but for him who died and was raised 

for us.   

So how might this change show up in the lives of us fathers? We have opportunity to demonstrate this 

principle to our children as we relate to them.  When our children are around, do we live for ourselves or live for 
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Christ?  Are we willing to set aside our agendas and desires for the sake of our children?  Will we shut off the 

TV or stop looking at our device and pay attention to them?  Will we give up our some of our time doing our hobby 

to help them or spend time with them?  Will we stop gaming to care for them; change a diaper; feed them; work 

with a toddler to get them to eat their vegetables?  Will we join with our wives to navigate our kid’s teenage years?  

Fathers of adult children – the same applies – will we make time for our kids when they need us?  Will we continue 

to pray for them and offer counsel when needed and wanted?   

I am not advocating that we neglect our self-care.  I am not saying that we drop everything all the time for 

our kids and their needs.  We do need to parent from a place of health or the best we can offer from our current 

situation.  But this text reminds us not to live for ourselves to the neglect of our kids.  Instead we live for Christ 

and from Christ.   

We find another change the Gospel brings in verse 16.  “From now on therefore, we regard no one 

according to the flesh.  Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no 

longer.”  What good change does the gospel bring into our life? #2 It changes our evaluation of others.  We 

no longer evaluate others according to worldly standards. (5:16) Remember back in verse 12 when we saw 

a hint to what was coming?  There Paul said his opponents “boast about outward appearance and not about what 

is in the heart.” The world trains us to evaluate others based on what we see on the outside.  Do they look good?  

Do they sound good?  Do they dress well?  Are they successful?  Are they famous?  Do they have a good or 

respected job?  Do they drive a nice car?  Do they have a beautiful house? Perhaps must importantly – do they 

agree with our point of view? Do they meet our expectations?  

Paul confesses that he once looked at Christ only according to the flesh or worldly standards.  “Even 

though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh.”  Paul initially rejected the Christ of the Christians.  He 

thought Christians were a false breakaway group from Judaism.  He thought arresting Christians honored God.  

He regarded Jesus only outwardly and from what others said about Him.  But when he met Jesus on the 

Damascus road, it shattered all his pre-conceptions about Christ.  He no longer regarded him solely from the 

flesh.   

The Gospel changes our evaluation approach to others.  So what does this look like?  Well first, it means 

we need to see everyone as having a soul that needs God.  We have to train ourselves to look beyond the external 

– their gender; skin color; age; clothes; job to the person’s soul.  We even have to look beyond their political views 
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to see their soul.  Think about your political views.  Now think about those who have the exact opposite view to 

yours.  How do you respond to them; feel about them?  Yet to regard them not according to the flesh, we need to 

see them as souls in need of God.  Then we need to emphasize, affirm and encourage what’s in the heart.  We 

affirm growth both spiritually and emotionally.  We encourage growing up and leaving behind childish ways.  We 

celebrate perseverance, doing hard things, showing courage and staying true to Godly convictions.     

Fathers – we have to think about this with respect to our children.  Do we regard them solely from a worldly 

point of view?  Do we praise our daughters only when they look good and are dressed up or when they succeed 

at school or work?  Do we reinforce the world’s evaluation of them?  Or do we cultivate a God-centered view of 

them?   

Do we praise our sons only when they succeed in athletics or at school or in some competition or when 

they get the job or career we want for them?  Or are we raising and affirming them for character, Christ following 

and when they demonstrate self-control?   The Gospel changes the way we evaluate others and what we 

encourage them towards.     

The Gospel changes our reason for living.  We no longer live for ourselves but for Christ.  The Gospel 

changes our evaluation of other people.  We no longer evaluate them according to worldly standards.  In verse 

17 we see that the Gospel changes us and the realm we live in.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation.  The old has passed away; behold the new has come.”  When we are in Christ, we become new creation.  

Our old lives, practices, habits and thinking must be left behind.  We must embrace God’s new way.    

But new creation not only talks about personal change.  It seems Paul points to the wholesale change 

that Christ’s first coming initiated.  The verse actually says, “If anyone is in Christ, new creation.”  So you have to 

kind of figure out the subject and verb of new creation.  Is it only “anyone who is in Christ?”  Or was Paul 

deliberately ambiguous here to refer to the whole new creation?  This whole world will be renewed and restored.  

The current age is passing away.  When Christ returns, the final age will arrive in fullness.  The old order of sin, 

death and the flesh will end.  We are already part of that new creation. So we live this out by leaving behind our 

life and the and embracing the new.   

 Fathers – as I was thinking about how we would apply this to our children, I could only think of sharing 

with them the change Christ has meant in our lives.  We need to be open and honest with our kids with age 

appropriate moments.  “Dad has loved God for a long time.  But Dad used to do some things that did not honor 
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God.  They hurt God.  They hurt others.  But because of Christ, God has changed me.”  Or we can demonstrate 

new creation to Christ by apologizing to our kids when we make mistakes or sin against them or take out our 

frustrations at work on them.  We need to be humble enough to ask for forgiveness and acknowledge that God 

has a lot of work to still do in us.  God may such humility to impress upon them the reality of the new creation 

work they see happening in their dads.  We prayerfully hope that they also will turn to receive all God has for 

them in Christ.   

So the Gospel brings these changes in our lives.  It changes our reason for living.  We no longer live for 

ourselves but for Christ.  It changes how we evaluate others.  We no longer evaluate people based on worldly 

standards.  We see them with souls and affirm matters of the heart.  It changes us and the realm in which we live.  

We are new creations living in God’s new creation and kingdom.     

So with these changes in mind, we now need to look to see if these changes show up in our lives.   We 

need to evaluate if these changes show up in our lives.  If they are, that’s great and we need to keep going.  

If they’re not, we need to repent of resisting these changes.  We need turn to God and ask for His power to live 

out the gospel we have received.   

 Then we need to absorb these changes into our lives.  I might put it like this.  God’s gospel brings great 

changes that we must absorb by cooperating with the Holy Spirit.  This involves 2 actions on our part.  First, 

we need to pray and ask the Lord to use the Holy Spirit to work these changes in us.  We pray for change in our 

reason for living for self to living for Christ.  We ask the Spirit to change the way we evaluate people – away from 

that outward evaluation and towards the heart evaluation.  We ask the Holy Spirit to help us leave behind the old 

ways so we can more fully enter into the new creation.   

 But beyond prayer, we also have a role to play in cooperating with the Holy Spirit’s work.  Listen to the 

way Paul talks about this in his writings.   Colossians 3:12, Paul says “Put on” all these character traits of the 

Christian.  Philippians 3:12 - “I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  

Ephesians 4:1 - Walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called.  Galatians 5:16 - Walk by 

the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  

So, we take hold – we actively pursue by the Holy Spirit’s power – the Gospel changes us. We keep going 

because Christ’s love compels us.  Christ died for our sake.  Christ looks at us not from a worldly point of view.  

Christ has made us into new creation.  He empowers us to leave our old life. Then, whether we are Dads seeking 
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to influence our kids or Christians seeking to embrace the Gospel filled life, we won’t be overselling the Gospel 

as something that doesn’t really deliver.  We will instead live it and celebrate the changes God brings.   

Finally, a word to those who have never received Christ or do not see these changes in themselves.  

These changes are not yet part of your life.  You still live for yourself according to verse 15.  You still regard 

people from a worldly standard.  You remain in the old ways.  But it does not need to continue like this.  Christ 

died for you.  Christ died for your sake and was raised.  He invites you to turn from life that leads to death and 

embrace dying.  Instead turn to Him where death leads to life.  In Him, you will die to your old life and become a 

new creation in Him.   This is God’s good news.  Receiving Christ and God’s gospel involves – confessing our 

rebellion against God; repenting or turning from that sin; believing that Jesus is who He said he is and then 

following Him as Lord.  Will you receive it?  If you’re drawn to do that now, I will lead you in a prayer that you can 

repeat after me if you want to receive Christ.   

“Lord Jesus, I see that you died for me.   

For my sake you died and were raised.   

I thank you for your great sacrifice.   

Now I receive you into my life as Savior and Lord.  

I need you to change me so that I no longer live for myself but for you. 

I ask you to change me so I no longer evaluate people based on worldly standards. I ask you to make into a new 

creation.”    

Through your faith, God will bring His good news and Himself into your life.  

 


