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Sunday June 21, 2020  
Brechin United Church 

 
Scriptures 

Romans 6:1-11 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 10: 24-39 

 
Acknowledgement of land 
(An act towards reconciliation) 
Welcome to this service of worship.  
We begin by acknowledging the traditional territory upon which we gather this morning.  For many 
thousands of years, the First Peoples have sought to walk gently on this land.  They offered 
assistance to the first European travellers to this territory and shared their knowledge for survival in 
what was at times a harsh climate.  
We seek a new relationship with the Original Peoples of this land, one based in honour and deep 
respect. 

In accordance with this respect we welcome all people, regardless of race, creed, age, cultural 
background, or sexual orientation, to worship at this safe place, Brechin United Church. 

Gathering Words 
Creator God, Great Spirit, we pray our thanks for the opportunity to gather in this sacred space.  Here 
we are most aware of the gift of wind:  
and the four directions from which it comes.  
Here we are most aware of the gift of sun:  
and the four directions on which it shines.  
Here we are most aware of the gift of humanity:  
and the four directions in which we exist.  
Here we are most aware of the gift of Creation:  
and the four directions which support our living, breathing, and being.  
This day we pray thanksgiving for the First Nations, Inuit, and Métis people of Canada; 
and we commit ourselves to be people of reconciliation in the tradition of our beloved Jesus. 
We pray in his name.  Amen. 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
Creator, we offer You our praise.  
Cleanse our thoughts and hearts that we may hear and be guided by Your word and direction.  

We thank You for all our relations:  
the four leggeds, the wingeds,  
the star people of the heavens  
and all living things You have blessed us with to sustain this life.  

Empower each of us through the bringer of Peace,  
Your Son Jesus, to see and change for better the common life of all people and creation.  

Hear our prayers this day and everyday. 
Accept our thanks for all the blessings You have given us,  
and for the opportunities to use these blessings for Your honour and glory in service to others. 

Amen. * 
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Hymn:  “Walls That Divide”   VU #691  (sung by Norval UC, Ontario) 

Scripture Readings 

Romans 6:1-11 

 

Read Gospel  

Matthew 10: 24-39 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON 

 
(Moment of silence) 

 
Tithes and Offerings 
It is always important to remember to support our Church but of even more importance right now is 
how we are supporting our Community.  Let’s take a few moments to gather our thoughts, our 
prayers, our volunteer hours, our paid hours, our hurried meals or shared food, our exhausted nights, 
and our determined days.  These hours, and dollars, and food, and prayers all contribute to keeping 
our community going.  So, at this time of collection let’s remember that we are collecting so much 
more than dollars in our baskets.  And we thank you God for Your faithfulness in us.  
 

 Offertory:   “What Can I Do?”   MV #191   
 
Offertory Prayer 
At a time such as this when so many continue to give of their time, their finances, their resources, we 
can only come in gratitude.  A deep thankfulness as we continue to gather in prayer and offerings all 
that we can to keep our communities going.  Thank you, God, for these gifts and those that are not as 
easily seen, thank you for community love and support, thank you that we are not alone.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Great Comforter, we know that we are surrounded by a legacy of pain.  
We take these moments to acknowledge the pain, grief, and sorrow caused by not living respectfully 
with all people… (pause) 
We are sorry for the ways that we have dishonoured the depths of this pain. 
 
Open us, Creator, to the power of interconnectedness:  
Let us breathe in these moments an acknowledgement that each one of us, those of the continents: 
Asia, Africa, North and South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Oceania are all tied together with the 
basics of humanity…(pause) 
We open our hands to honour the truth of our interconnectedness. 
 
Help us, Spirit of all, to know the power of story and legacy: 
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We pause in these moments to receive the painful stories, as well as the inspiring stories that bind 
humanity together…(pause) 
We open our ears to hear the truth of our lives together.  
 
Grant us, Yahweh, courage: 
Courage to own any feelings of vulnerability, shame, fear, and guilt that has come from our 
interactions with each other…(pause) 
We open our hearts to know our truths and share them, always moving towards reconciliation.  
 
And Holy One, with your healing grace, lead us through our aching toward your dream of wholeness. 
Transform us and our community so that we may continually work toward reconciliation and new life. 
 
And in the Spirit of unity please say with me the prayer taught by Jesus: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Mother, Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  
 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn:  “Will You Come and Follow Me”  VU #567 
 
Benediction 
Go out, bring into the world the love and justice of our God.  And as you do may you always know 
that you walk upon the Creator’s road, your footsteps blessed, and blessed again until we meet once 
more.  Amen. 
 
Sung Response:   “I Wish You the Blessing”   (Oldham/Klusmeier) 
 
 

 

*HURON LAIC (Lenni-Lenape, Algonkian, Iroquoian Council of the Diocese of Huron) 

 
 


